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THE

Divine Goodness Displayed, &c.

Ps. cxxvi, 3.

T^if Xor^/ /^æ^ done great thingsfor us, whereof

we are glad.

THE subject os this divine poem, from

whence I have taken my text* not ob

scurely points us to the occasion on

which it was penned. It was the return of the

Jews, from their captivity in Babylon. This is

what is meant by " the captivity of Zion," in

the first verse.

It is generally supposed, and with great pro-

bibility, that the prophet Ezra was its inspired

p;nmaji. The first verse expresses the effect this

*- signals deliverance, of his people, had upon

them. ** * When the Lord turned ag;ain the.

o> (RECAP) " captivity

W* vase,. ' 1.06691.
<\ *y
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u captivity of Zion, we were like man that

** dfeam." It was so great and unexpected act

event, that they could not, at first, believe it

was real. But they soon found it was real, how

ever great: And in consequence thereof, were

filled with the most sincere joy and gratitude to

God. " * Then was our mouth filled with

. *' laughter, and our tongue with singing."

Such was the nature of this deliverance, that

the Heathen nations around them took notice of

it. "-f* Then said they among the Heathen;

** the Lord hath done great things for them."

It is no uncommon thing for our God, so to ef

fect the salvation of his people, as to attract the

attention, and force the acknowledgments of

their enemies themselves. But however they

may treat it, those whoare the subjects of God's

delivering goodness, at any time, or in any way,

ought to notice it with care, and acknowledge

his hand in it, with gratitude of heart. Thus

did the people of God of old; and thus are we

taught to do in the words of our text. " The

" Lord hath done great things for us, whereof

** we are glad."

You will readily perceive, my brethren, with

what ease and propriety, the words of our text

apply to the design, and the duties of this day.

They contain the very language the God of pro*

vidence

f Verse Z. f Verse 2, latter part.
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Vidence has put into our mouths ; and teach us-

that notice, we are to take of the dealings of his

gracious hand towards us.

If you will please to attend, I wi,ll,

I. Point you to some of tie great things

our God has done for us ; and for which

we have cause to be glad this day.

II. Shew you bow we ought to manifest this

gladness,

I. Let us consider some of those great things

our God has done for us j and which it becomes

Us to notice, and acknowledge this day.

These are different, according to the diffe

rent points of view, in which we consider our

selves; either as the creatures of his hand-

as sinners, under a dispensation of grace or>

as the members of society. But to enter into a

particular consideration of each of these, would

be as vain, as to attempt to count the stars in

the firmament, or number the sands on the sea

shore. You will expect, therefore, but a very

few of the numerous instances, of the great

things, our God has done for us.

i . He has given us his son Jesus Christ, to

redeem us from the curse of his broken law; and

opea
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open the way for our return into that favour of

heaven, which we had lost by sin And who

that attends to the inestimable value, of this gift

of God ; the character of the persons for whom

he was given; the nature of the work for which

he gave him, and the rich and numerous bene

fits, that flow to our race, from God, through

Him; but feels, the force of the apostolic re

mark? "* Herein is love, not that we loved

" God, but that he loved us; and sent his soar

** to be the propitiation for our sins." Surely

God has done great things for usr in this un

speakable gift of a Saviour,

2. He has opened a treaty of peace with us,

through the mediation of this his incarnate son

He is "-f-aGod in Christ, reconciling the

" world unto himself, not imputing their tres-

" passes unto them." This treaty he is nego-

ciating, in and by the ministry of the gospel -x

which is therefore stiled, "J The ministry of

" reconciliation."

I am well aware, that the ministry of the

gospel, however judiciously and faithfully dis

charged, is esteemed by many, as the Israelites

esteemed their manna of old; but as alight thing.

They do not consider, there is not a faithful

Minister of Christ, whatever may be his parti

cular denomination, or wherever he may be em-

employed,

* I. John iv. io. f II. Cor. v. 19. % Verse 18.
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|>loyed, but his gifts and graces cost the son of

God his blood upon the cross j or a Jingle gospel

sermon they hear, or might hear and neglect,

but what our Lord purchased with his expiring

groans on mount Calvary. And this is the rea

son, why the ministry of the gospel, is ranked,

by the apostle of the gentiles, among the richest

-of our Lord's ascension gifts. *

Thus it appears, God does great things for

a country or a people, when he blesses them

with a judicious and faithful administration of

his word, and ordinances ; however the more

ignorant, or profane part of mankind, may

jesteem it.

3. He gives us his Holy Spirit, for the ren

dering this word and these ordinances effectu

al, for the great purposes, for which they are

instituted Thus they become "the power of

*' God, and the salvation of God, to them that

"" believe." Such is the ignorance and depravi

ty of human nature, that they will be all una

vailing, unless rendered successful, by this di

vine agent.

He n c e we hear the evangelical prophet com

plaining, "-{- Who hath believed our report, and

" to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?"

And it is worthy of our notice, that our Lord

himself,
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himself, was far from being so successful in his

ministry, as might have been expected, seeing,

" he taught as man never taught." Multitudes

who heard him, not only continued unbelieving ;

but blasphemed him and his doctrine. This

was, no doubt, wisely ordered, for the support

of his faithful ministers, in every age; who lor

reasons, worthy of God, tho' not known to us,

labour so much in vain.

But this serves to illustrate, the necessity of

the operations of the spirit of grace, for render

ing the ordinances of the gospel successful ; and

at the fame time highly illustrates, what great

things God has done for us, by appointing him

to this important office.

4. God does great things for his people,

when his Spirit applies the redemption of Christ,

to their precious souls Then it is their sins

are pardoned, and they receive a title to the in

heritance of the saints in light. Then it is,

they become " * the children of God by faith

** in Christ Jesus." Then it is, they are re

newed in the spirit of their minds ; and that

good work begun in them, that shall be per

fected to the day of the Lord Jesus. "-f-Hap-

** py is that people, that is in such a case; yea

" happy is thatpeople, whose God is the Lord."

B*|

m #■* _i
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But it is time I should proceed to observe,

God has done great things for us, if we con

sider ourselves, as members ofsociety. This is

one of the most interesting points of view, in

which man can be considered. And a point of

view, in which much is required of us, and

much is done for us* This is the point of view,,

in which the Psalmist principally considers him

self, and the church of Israel, when he exclaims

exulting in the text, "The Lord hath done

" great things for us, whereof we are glad;"

And this is the point of view, in which we are

especially to consider ourselves this day. And

were we to take a particular survey of what God

has done for us, as members of society, we should

be led to consider the many blessings spiritual,

and temporal, we enjoy, either as the church

of God; or as citizens of the State. But this

would be a subject too copious for our time.

I shall call your attention, therefore, to

those things only, which our God has done for

US, AS A PEOPLE STRUGGLING FOR OUR IN

ESTIMABLE priviledges. This best accords

to the design of the day.

And it may be truly said, the Lord has dond

great things for us, in this point of view ; whe

ther we consider the ends, he has accomplished

& for '
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for us 5 or the means, by which he has accom

plished them.

I . Let us briefly consider the ends, the great

tnds, God has accomplished for us He has

graciously and fully defeated the designs, the

Court of Britain had formed to deprive us of our

liberties* They had laid their plans \Vlth such

■art, as to deceive the nation into favourable sen

timents of their measures ; and thus led them to

"aid in the accomplishment of their purposes.

'I need not here repeat the measures pursued by

them, for this end. They are too recent to be

forgotten by us.

The warding off this blow, was all we first:

thought of. The redress of those grievances,

which their unconstitutional acts of Parliament

laid upon us, was the only object we had first

in view. „ And O ! with what joy and gratitude

of heart, would we have received this at their

hands, any time before' the beginning of the

summer, 1776. -

But this is not all heaven has done for us !

He has broken our connexion with that people,

long practised in the arts ofvenality, and grown

.old in scenes cf corruption. He has fully de

livered us from all their unjust claims, and fu

ture practices upon us; and given us a place

among the kingdoms of the world. We have,

under
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under the auspices of his holy providence, risen,

into exijiance as a people, and taken our Jlatioh

among the nations, and the empires of the earth!

An event of such magnitude, that it forms a

new æra in the history of mankind. And we

have nothing to do now, but wifely improve this

event, to render it a fruitful source of happiness

to ourselves, and millions yet unborn.

Little did we think of such an event as

this, when we began the struggle for our in

vaded priviledges. The growing injustice of

the British Administration; their accumulated

injuries, opened it upon us, and forced us into

the measure, as the only alternative to save our

oppressed land. It was this, or the most abject

slavery! A dread alternative, indeed, at which

every bosom, at first, beat terror; but which

an Allgoverning Providence has wisely over

ruled for our salvation ! Surely our God has dons

great things for us !

But this will appear still more clear, if,

2. We attend to some of the ways, the means,

in and by which, God has effected these great

things for us.

But where -shall I begin, or where shall I

end here? The subject is £o copious, that I can.

but
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but barely glance at the few following particu

lars.

The early and just alarm our country took,

at the measures pursued by the British court to

wards us, strongly points us to the Watchful

care of a kind providence over us.

The unanimity in opposing these measures,

that prevailed among the then colonies, and

among all ranks and degrees of their respective

inhabitants, with a very few exceptions indeed,

is another remarkable display, of the kindness

of heaven towards us.

It is true, both these were the native effects

of the unconcealed designs of the court of Bri-.

tain upon our liberties, and the manifest injustice

of their claims.. But, this strongly marks the

hand of heaven ; that they should be left to act

a part so undisguised and impolitic, and there

fore so calculated to alarm, when they could

have effected their purposes with unspeakably

more ease; with less expence, and with a moral

certainty of success, without giving any alarm

at all, unless it had been to the sagacious few.

And, as if the avowal of their designs was not

sufficient to alarm and unite us, they did not

hesitate to enforce these claims, by all the ter

rors of the sword. Thus we were called to re

sistance, and obliged to resistance^ by the prin

ciples
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ciples of self-preservation, that first law of na

ture. Their violence awakened those fears, and

armed those resentments, that their artifice could

not reach. Heaven designed our emancipation,

and therefore left them to act the part, best cal

culated to effect jt.

Again, the appointment of proper men, by

the then several colonies, to meet in Congress,

to consult respecting the general interests and

defence of the whole, was a measure of the

highest importance. And the prudence and

firmness of the measures pursued by them, ex

hibit the fullest evidence of the wisdom of that

august body, and the kindness of providence in

directing them thereto.

The military ardour, in defence of our pri-

viledges, that inspired all ranks, from the one

end of the continent to the other, deserves our

careful notice here. Into what but the hand of

heaven, can we resolve that military enthusiasm,

that seized our country, and spread like a roll

ing flame from colony to colony? Bosorn,

catching fire from bosom, and thus pouring forth

an army, sufficient to make a most respectable

stand against the enemy, (for so we must now

call them, through the remaining part of the

war) wherever they came forth against us. In

evidence of this, you will please to recollect the

manly resistance they met with, at Lexington*

where
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where the first American blood was shed in the

controversy, April 19th, 1775 The well

fought battle of Bunker Hill, so fatal to the-

Britifh troops, on the 17th of June followingAnd the confining their whole army, with

in the town of Boston and it's environs, for near

a year from this time, by a set of raw undisci

plined men ; till they were" obliged to steal away,

with precipitation and shame.

The northern expedition, in the fall of this

fame year, under the brave General Montgome

ry the taking St. Johns, Chamblee, and

Montreal in a word, the overruning the

whole province of Canada, and laying siege to

the city ofQuebec * itself, by this new raised ar

my, exhibit another lively display of this mili

tary ardour.

Allow me to add, for the event is memor

able, of the same kind is the gallant and success

ful defence of fort Moultrie, on Sullivan's island,

in South- Carolina, in the month of June, the.

following year. By this event, truly glorious

to the American troops that defended it, and

equally reproachful to the British forces that

attacked that unfinistied fortress, the town of

Charlestown, and thus the whole State of South-

Carolina,

* At this siege fell greatly and deservedly lamented the gallant

Montgomery, his Aid-de-Camp, Major John Macpherson, a

moil amiable and accomplished young Gentleman, and the bravfc"

Capltus Checsman, of this city.



t «$ .]

'Carolina,, were: saved from falling into the ene

my's hands. Had that Southern expedition suc

ceeded against us, that year, you will easily per

ceive the baleful influence it must have had up

on our affairs, at that early period of the war.

The providing a proper person to take the

command of the American army, is none of the

least of the displays of the goodness of God to

us, in this struggle. How judicious, how

heaven-directed the choice of Congress in this

matter! You all know "the illustrious Wash

ington was the man, on whom their una

nimous choice fell : The man, whom heaven

had raised up, for the great business of leading

our armies, and saving his country : The man,

in whom all the States, and all ranks in these

States have so happily, and so justly reposed the

most entire confidence. But the interest had

by this great man, in the esteem and the confi

dence of those he commanded, through the

course of the war, both Americans and foreign

ers, illustrates in a signal manner, the goodness

of God to our country, in raising him to this

.elevated station ; and at the same time illustrates

his great personal merit But above all, the

event demonstrates both these.

The kindness of heaven also in providing of

ficers of an inferior rank, to command our ar

mies, in one department and another, deserves

"our grateful notice———We have had officers of

different



. t iM

different ranks, who have highly merited os'

their country, during the course of this severe

and eventful war; and who stand justly entitled

to their gratitude and their remembrance.*

But this army, thus collected and thus com

manded, had neither arms, ammunition or mi

litary skill, to oppose the formidable enemy that

came forth against us. But how conspicuous

the hand of heaven, in providing us with all

these, from time to time !

The contempt with,which our enemies treat

ed us, in the beginning of this struggle, led

them into a system of conduct, ruinous to them

selves, and at th ; same time greatly advantageous

to us ; in all these several points of view. There

are two things that deserve our notice upon this

head Their making their first attack upon

the Eastern colonies (for so they were at tha*t

time) instead of the Southern; and particularly

their attacking the well-peopled, and brave pro

vince of Massachusetts Bay. Had they gone,

with equal numbers, against any of the three

Southern colonies, at that time; the events that

afterwards took place, in the course of the war,

(hew with what ease they would have possessed

themselves

* The early and active part, which that illustrious young noble--

man, the Marquis de la Fay-cue, took in our cause; and the emi

nent services he has rendered us, both with his court and nation,

and in the field, justly entitle him to the warmest gratitude of every

American.
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themselves of them : and at least prevented their

joining in the general union, and thus prevented

their emancipation To this I may add, the

smallness of the army they at first sent out against

us.

They thought a sew thousand men would

effect their purpose, which gave us leisure, after

the commencement of hostilities; to prepare in

all the above respects, for opposing and defeat

ing them. They themselves contributed, not

a little, during this period, to teach us the art of

war. And after we had taught them to fear us,

and they had, in consequence of this fear, aug

mented their numbers to more than a sufficien

cy to crush us; their pusillanimous caution, was,

in the hand of heaven, no small mean of our

salvation. . Witness their conduct during the

summer and fall os 1776.

This system of pusillanimity, among many

other instances that campaign, was stiamefully

conspicuous, in their suffering the retreat of our

army, not half their number, from Long-Island,

two nights after the battle, of the 27th of Au

gust, that year. And while the secrecy and ex

pedition, with which this retreat was conduct

ed, do the highest honour to the military talents

of our great Commander, and his brave Of

ficers; it's success, and the signal interpositions

pf providence that contributed thereto, exhibit

C a



a most lively display of the guardianship os nea»

ven over us, and oUr Liberties. %

Who

X This retreat was determined upon In a council df war, in the

afternoon of the day before it took place, and the more effectually

to cover the design from the army themselves, and the enemy, in

Cafe of information by deserters ; the militia, then on the island,

were ordered over immediately, as if to provide them with shelter,

in the city) from the heavy rains then falling, as they had no tents*

The embarkation of the troops was committed to Major-General

M'Dougall, then a Brigadier, who was Upon the spot, at Brooklyn -

ferry* at eight o'clock, the hour fixed upon for the commencement

of tills1 important movement j but, to his great mortification, he

found the militia had not yet embarked: The getting them over

protracted the time till between ten and eleven o'clock. In the

mean time, about nine o'clock* or a little after, the tide of ebb

made, and the wind blew strong at north-east; which adding to

the rapidity of the tide, rendered it impossible to effect the retreat*

in the course of the night, with the number of row boats they could

command ; and the state of the wind and tide, put It out of their

power to make any use of their sail-boats. The Brigadier sent Co

lonel Grason* one of the commander in chiefs' aids, who attended

him on that occasion, to report to his Excellency their embarrassed

situation; arid gave it as his opinion, that the retreat was impracti

cable that night. The Colonel returned shortly after, not being

able to find the commander in chief ; on which the Brigadier went

bn with the embarkation under all these discouragements. But

about eleven o'clock the wind died away, and soon after sprung up

at south-west* and blew fresh, which rendered the sail boats of use*

and at the same time rendered the passage from the island, to the city

direct, easy arid expeditious : by this nieans the whole army, nine

thousand in number, with all the field artillery, and such heavy

brdnance as was of most value, were got over safe, by day-light,

except the covering party j and not long after the day broke, a hea

vy fog rose, and hovering over the heights of Brooklyne, concealed

this party from the notice of the enemy; notwithstanding their vici

nity to our works ; by which means they also effected their retreat

vvithout interruption;

Had it not been for this providential shifting of the wind, not

more than half the army could possibly have got over, and the re

mainder, with a number of the general officers, and all the heavy

ordnance at least, must inevitably have fallen into the enemy'*

hands.
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Who that reflects upon the dark scenes thro'

which we passed, from the period now before

US, till the glorious battle of Trenton, Decem

ber 26th following ? (and dark indeed they were)

Who that considers the awful poise, in which

the fate of America then hung ? Destruction

awaiting us on every side ! And at the same time

considers the complicated difficulties and hazards

that attended that well-timed enterprize; with

it's signal success and extensive consequences,

can help exclaiming in the language of our text,

" The Lord Jiajh done great things for us."

Think also, my brethren, of the masterly

movement of our great General, and hjs little

army, from the vicinity ofTrenton, a few njghts

after; by which he escaped the fangs of a great

ly superior, and enraged enemy. This grand

military manœuvre, and the successful b: ttle of

Princeton, next morning, which spread such

dismay among the enemy; delivered the whole

of West-Jersey from their ravages, and drove

them back, with precipitation and' terror, to

the banks of the Rariton j, to which they wer§

confined, till they were obliged to abandon, the

State, t

The

* I aeei; not inform those who are acquainted with the ground,

occupied by our army, when this movement was determined upon,

how perilous their situation. To all human appearance, they mult

have been compleatly taken, or cut to pieces before noon, next

day, had k not been effected Which leads me to mention a provi

dence
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The American army by a variety of casualties,

during two campaigns, being now reduced to a

shadow. The raising a new army} the making

the necessary provision for the feeding, cloathing

and paying them ; the keeping them together in

the face of countless difficulties, with which,

both country and army had to struggle ; the un

exampled patience and perseverance of this pa

triot band, under every hardship, arising from

cold and hunger, poverty, nakedness and ne

glect. Andj, above all, their astonishing success,

from time to time; aided indeed by the brave

militia of the country, ever ready when called

upon, so clearly point us to the finger of God,

that it would be unpardonable stupidity not to

notice it, and the basest ingratitude not to ac

knowledge J|.

Think

dence that contributed to its accomplishment, that deserves our no

tice. The weather had been very moist for some days, which ren

dered the ground so soft, and the roads and fields they had to pass,

so deep, that they were scarcely passable for the field-pieces, and

other carriages necessarily attendant upon the army, which must

have rendered their march extremely difficult, and flow, if at all

practicable. But the weather cleared up in the evening, became

very cold, and froze so severely, that the ground became sufficient

ly hard before the hour fixed upon, to bear both men, and carriages,

without the least inconveriiency : And this gave a plausible pretext

for that line of fires, the commander in chief caused to be kindled,

soon after dark, in the front of his army ; the true design of which

was, to conceal him and his movements from the notice of the ene

my ; and induce (hem to believe he was still there, waiting for them

till morning. For this purpose, the men appointed to the business,

kept the fires in full blaze, till break of day : And both these ini-:

pqrtant ends were fully answered by thf stratagem.
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Think also this day, of the battle of Ben-*

nington, in the month ofAugust 1777, the first

dawn of prosperity upon our affairs, in that

quarter- and of the gallant and successful de

fence of fort Schuyler * Think of the capture

of General Burgoyneand his whole army,in the

month of October, that same year And, the

confining the British army within Philadelphia,

during their possession of that city; notwith

standing their great superiority to our army, in,

point of numbers, and their great advantages

over them, in every other respect; save only in

the goodness of their cause, and their military

virtue. Think also of their evacuation of that

city, unable to hold it full nine months, after

all their immense expence of treasure and

labour, and their no small loss of blood in tak

ing it.* And of the battle of Monmouth,-

ten days after, by which they were driven back

with disgrace, into this city. And "hath not

" the Lord done great things for us?"

I might here mention the evacuation of

Rhode-Island, in the month of October 1779;

by which they abandoned the conquest of the

Eastern States',, as hopeless, at the end of four

years and six months, fruitless toil for this pur

pose- And the severe repulse they met with,

in their descent upon the eastern parts of New-

Jersey,

* Philadelphia was taken September 27th, 1777, and evacuated

^une 18th, 1778.
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Jersey, in the summer of 1780 ; principally by

the brave militia of that State. But our time

does not admit of recounting all the various in

stances of success, with which Providence was

pleased to bless our arms, during this severe

conflict; nor even of enumerating all his kind

interpositions in our favour,

I MAY not, however, omit the providential

discovery of that infernal plot, laid by the basest

of traitors, for the delivering our strong holds,

on the Hudson's river, into the hands of the

enemy, in the month of September that year.

This "discovery was so seasonable, and even cri

tical ; and the evils from which our country was

hereby saved, were so many and so great, that

we may truly say, ** The Lord hath done great

*f things for us." "

But it is time we should pass to the Southern

States; whose deliverance out of the hands of

pur enemies, when so fully possessed by them,

illustrates, in a striking manner, the great things

our God has dpne for us, Here the American

army, and the gallant militia of that country,

exibited the most astonishing examples of pa

tience, perseverance and fortitude, And their

success, was the reward of their signal military

virtue. Recollect here the battle of King's

Mountain, September 1780 ; where Providence

began to smile upon our arms in that quarter—1

The
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Tne memorable victory ofMorgan over Tarlerorii

at the Cowpens, January 1 7th, 1 78 1 ; and his re

markable escape, with his prisoners, from the

pursuing vengeance of Lord Cornwallis and his

whole army *—-—Recollect too the well-fought

battles of Guilfofd Court-house, arid the Ewtaw-

Springs——with the delivery of the enemy's

strong posts, in those States, into our hands,

the one after the other, Until the States themselves

were totally and finally rescued from th*ir domi-

nation. Can you review these scenes* to day,

and not acknowledge* with gratitude of heart,

that '* The Lord hath done great things for us."

But one bf the most signal displays of the

great things our God did for us, in that quar

ter, is yet unnoticed* You will easily understand

me as alluding to the capture of Lord Cornwal

lis, and his arrny, in the month of October,

178 1.

* Immediately after the battle was over, Genes-al Morgan* with

out loss of time, set out for North-Carolina and Virginia* with his

prisoners, to the number of five hundred ; apprehensive that Lord

Cornwallis, who lay with his army at rib great distance, would at

tempt a rescue. In this he was not mistaken-. His Lordship, with

out delay, destroyed his heavy baggage, and pursued the fleeing

victor. Arid being able to march with greater expedition than

Morgan, encumbered with fo riiariy prisoners, gained upon him.

- -Morgan crossed the Cawtaba, if I am rightly informed, the evening

of the second day ; he pasted it however without difficulty, anden-

..cairiped on the north side of the river. A few hours after his Lord

ship came to the river, and found it so swelled with rains that had

fallen jn the mountains, though they had none there, that he could

riot pass it. An<4 being detained two days, notwithstanding all his

efforts to get over. General Morgan, in the mean time-, escaped

With his prisoners out of his reach. "
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1 78 1. There were so many events the taking

place of which, and the combination of which,

were necessary to the accomplishment of this

end ; and these events so entirely dependent

upon Providence, so wholly out of the reach of

human wisdom to direct, or of human power

to effect or combine, that the hand of the Lord

was eminently conspicuous in therm Shall I

mention the following without enlarging ? Lord

Cornwallis's taking post at York and Gloucester,

the most favourable position in all that country

for besieging him, so as to secure him from

escaping—The seasonable arrival of the French

fleet, commanded by the brave Count de Grasse,

so as to prevent his Lordship's escape, by sea;

when he must have discovered he was the ob

ject of our illustrious commander's movements.

—The defeat of the British fleet, on the fifth of

September, off the mouth of the Chesapeake,

when they attempted to throw in succours to

his Lordship's relief, or, it may be, take him

off—The remarkably opportune arrival of the

Count de Barras's . squadron, from Rhode-

Island, after having been in the utmost danger

of failing in with the British fleet, and be

coming a prey to their superior force. This

gave the fleet of our allies so decided a superi

ority over the enemy, as to cut off all hope of

relief from them—And lastly, the safe arrival

of General Washington, with the allied army

under his-cornmand, after .a march of five hun

dred



. t 25 1

dred miles, in that hot season of the year, at th£

very juncture it was proper to commence their

offensive operations. The entire harmony that

subsisted in the allied army, notwithstanding

their difference in language and manners, and

what is more; their difference in religion, and

their former national prejudices, is an event that

also delerves our notice ; especially considering

the influence it must have had; on the glorious

issue of the campaign. And what was it our

God did for us, by all this ? He hereby deliver

ed into our hands an army of seven thousand,

two hundred and forty-seven chosen troops, the

flower of the British army in America ; sind un*

der the command of the mostenterprizing gene

ral they had upon the continent, with a large

train of artillery and all their military stores.

And what renders tliis Provrdehce the more

remarkable is, that it was tWzsetond Britisti ar

my God delivered into our hands, during the

war ; an instance scarcely to be paralleled in

history; that twO whole armies, with all their

military apparatus, should be thus compleatly

taken in the course of four years. Thus it was

God taught our enemies, that America was not

to be conquered by the power df the sword : And

hath not the Lord done great things for us ?

It has been frequently remarked, and with

great justice, that the goodness of Gcd,in the great-

things he has done for us, has been, not a lit

tle enhanced, by the seasonable manner in which1
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he has often interposed in our behalf. When

our affairs have worn the darkest aspect, then it

was God has appeared for our relief. " In the

mount of the Lord it has been often seen."

Witness the winter of 1776, just before the

memorable and critical battle of Trenton, alrea

dy mentioned—the summer of 1777, just after

the loss of Ticonderoga and its dependencies—

and the winter of 1777, when Heaven provid

ed the seasonable and powerful alliance with

France, in our favour.

It also deserves our notice, that the means

on which our enemies placed the highest de

pendence, for accomplishing their purposes, had

all most uniformly the directly contrary effect.

This was remarkably the case respecting the

cruelties exercised upon us, from time to time,

in wantor.ly burning our towns; laying waste

some of our richest frontier settlements, by the

savages of the wilderness ; murdering our citi

zens ; burning and otherwise destroying so ma

ny of our churches, and the like. J They de

signed

% It is much to be lamented, that the troops of a nation that has

been considered as one ot' the bulwarks of the reformation, should

act as if they had waged war with the God whom christians adore.

They have, in the course of this war, utterly destroyed more than

fifty places of public worship, in these states. Most of these they

burnt, others they leveled with the ground, and in some places left

not a vestige of their former situation ; while they have wantonly

defaced, or rather destroyed others, by converting them into bar

racks, jails, hospitals, riding schools, &c. Boston, Newport, Phi

ladelphia and Charlestown, all furnished melancholy instances of

*l: n.:. .,„:„„ ar^ alvise of the houses of God : And of the nine
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signed and expected by all these to break our

spirits, and terrify us into submission, but their

never failing effect was, to rouse and animate

the country into a mere vigorous and deterrnin-

. ed opposition.

These addresses to our fears, as if we were

capable of no more generous pinciple of action ;

this treatment of us as staves, excited our in

dignation and our contempt, as wfell as our re

sentments : Our indignation at the insult here

by offered us; and our contempt of the men,

who shewed such ignorance of human nature,

in its present state of improvement. They

hereby taught us their utter incapacity to go

vern us, both in point of wisdom and virtue ;

for all this was no doubt dene by order of their

rulers : And thus they taught us too, the ne-.

cesilty of maintaining our independence, or per-

rifhing in the struggle.

I have

teen places of public worship in this city, when the r/ar began, there

were but nine tit for use, when the British troops left it. It is true,

Trinity church, and the old Lutheran, were destroyed by the fire,

that laid waste so great a part os the city, a few nights after the ene--

my took possession of it ; . and therefore they are not charged with

designedly burning them, though they were the occasion of it, for there

can be no doubt, aster all that malice has said to the contrary} but

the fire was occasioned by the carelessness of their people, and they

prevented its more speedy extinguishment. But the ruinous situa

tion in which they left two of the Low Butch reformed churches,

the three Presbyterian churches, the French Protestant church, the

Anabaptist church, and the friends new meeting-house, was the

eftect of design, and strongly marks their enmity to those societies.

Jt will cost many thousands of pounds sterling to put them in the

repair they were, when the war commenced. They were all nea.r.

i aildings, and some as them elegant.
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I have only to remark farther here, that

the successes of our enemies, have, in more in

stances than one, proved the very snares, in

which they have been afterwards taken. Of

this their taking Ticonderoga, in July, 1777,

just noticed; and their boasted victory at Guii-

ford Court-house, North-Carolina, March 15,

1781, are illustrious instances.

Again, the for-m^tion an^ completion of

"that social compact among these States, which

is usually stiled the Confederation, is another

instance of the great things our God has done

for us. This is that which gives us a nation

al exi/lance and character. Previous to this

n( great event, we had no permanent union among

1 ourselves ; nor were we considered by the other

powers of the earth, as a people, a nation, di

stinct from that from which we had so lately

separated. By this event, the Thirteen United

States, though so different in situation, customs,

manners, and, in many respects local interests^

became one 'people. Their interests, how

ever different, are hereby united and consoli

dated into one common interest ; and they stand

jointly and severally pledged to each other, for

the united defence of the respective rights of

every distinct state, and the common rights and

privileges of the whole body. And this, teaches

^is, by the way, the sacred obligations each

state is under, and every individual in each state

to support and strengthen this fccderal bond, and

"* -- to>
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to give it energy and efficacy, to t3ie utmost o£

his power. Our all, under Providence, de

pends upon this.

Once more, God's raising us up such pow

erful friends, among the nations of the earth,

who have so generously espoused our cause, is,

another instance of the great things he hath done

for us, during the late war. I need not remind

you here, how unable we were, in every point

of view, to contend with the mighty nation,

that had made war upon us. But so had the

God of Providence ordered matters, in the course

of events, that it was the decided interest of the

great nation, who first tqok us by the hand, and

indeed of all the maritime powers pf Europe, to

favour our cause. They, it is true, acted upon

the principles of human policy; but that God,

whose kingdom rules over all, was hereby ac

complishing his own great and gracious purpo

ses, respecting th,efe States,

i

Another instance of the divine goodness to

us, and which we may not pass unnoticed, is,

his providing us in this State with so good a

Constitution, for the securing our inestimable

rights and priviledges. I do not fay it has not

its imperfections, like all human institutions;

but it is, upon the whole, equalled by few, and

surpassed by none of the constitutions of the

Sister States, in wisdom, justice and sound po

licy. The rights of conscience,/ both "n faith
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and worship, are fully secured to every denomi*

nation of Christians. No one denomination in

the State, or in any of the States, have it in

their power to oppress another. They all stand

upon the same common level, in point of reli

gious priviledges. Nor is this confined to Chri

stians only. The Jews also, which is their un

doubted right, have the liberty of worshipping

God in that way, they think . most acceptable

to him. No man is excluded from the rights

of citizenship, on account of his religious pro

fession. Nor ought he to be.

What great things has the God of Providence

done for our race! By the revolution we this

day celebrate, he has provided an assylum for the

oppressed, in all the nations of the earth, what

ever may be the nature of the oppression. And

that, while he is hereby accomplishing those

great things, that are opening the way for the

more general spread of the gospel, in its purity

and power; and in due time, the universal esta

blishment of the Messiah's kingdom, in all its

benign efficacy on the hearts and lives of men.

Interesting events that lie before us, in the grand

system of Providence ! How glorious the prd-

fpects which these scenes open upon human na

ture ! But our time forbids the pursuing them !

Lastly, God has done great things for us,

by that honorable, and I may add, glorious peace*

Jhv which he has terminated the late unnatural
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war. In whatever point of view we consider

this event, it is all as important as we now re

present it. It has closed a truly tragic scene m

our country- It has secured to us all we have

ever claimed or contended for, in any stage of

the war T?hefullest pojsejjion of absoluteJove-

' reignty, independent of the crown, and people of

Britain ; or any other power upon earth. We

are hereby put in possession of a most extensive,

and fertile territory, abounding with every ar

ticle, necessary for the support or conveniency

of its inhabitants ; and a territory, that furnishes

the richest plenty of materials, for every kind

of the mechanic arts ; and all the various articles

necessary for the most extended commerce, with

all the nations of the earth.

The exhaustedstate in which this great event

found our country; and the short time in which

God has effected all this for us, not a little en

hance the mercy. Not quite eight years.; if we

compute the time, from the first commence

ment of hostilities, between Britain and us, to

the ratifying of the provisional treaty. This h

a less time than that, in which the States of

Holland, in their glorious struggle with Spain,

dared so much as lay claim to independence.

There is not an instance in history, within my

recollection, of so great a revolution, being ef

fected in so ihort a time, and with so little loss

of
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hi lives aild property, as that, in which we this

day rejoice.

It is true, it has cost us both blood and trea

sure; but if you consider the ma^iiitude of die

object for which we have been contending; the

Unequal terms on which we commenced; rnd*

pursued the contest, and its glorious issues,

now fully secured to us by the definitive treaty,

these are less, much less, than we had a right

to expect.

There is one circumstance, that has had no

small influence on the speedy accomplishment of

this happy event, that must not be omitted : I

mean the impoverished state of Britain, as ana'-

tion, notwithstanding her great resources, and

the princely wealth of many of her subjects.

Her national debt had grown to so enormous a

height, that all the revenues of the kingdom','

though improved by the highest arts of finan

cing, are scarcely equal to the discharge of the

annual interest, and the charges of collecting

them. Had it not been for this enormous, and

this accumulating debt,> which sliook their na-1

tional credit, they would not have ib reidily

listened to terms of pacification with us ; much

less would they have given us the advantageous",

and honorable terms we have obtained.

Thus that God whose kingdom rules over

ally
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all, has been laying the foundation of this new"

Empire, ever iince the days of the illustrious

William the Hid. for it was in his reign, the

foundation of this ruinous debt was laid; and

laid by the friends of liberty in that day.

And now, my brethren, put all these things

together, and may we not say, with the greatest

propriety,—" The Lord hath done great things

for us, whereof we are glad ?"

Which leads me to

II. Shew you hdw we odght to manifest

this gladness of heart, for all these great thing's

our God has done for us. And here we must

necessarily be very brief*

i . By a careful notice of them—Not to no

tice these interesting events, and especially not

to mark the hand of the Lord in them, would

be both stupidity and ingratitude. They ad

dress us in the following language of inspiration;

" The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice; let

.*' the multitude of the isles be glad thereof.

" Clouds and darkness are round about him;

" Righteousness and judgment are the habita-

" tation of his. throne."* This is one of the most

instructive ways, by which the Lord Jehovah

is teaching us his being and perfections, his cha

racter and government.

E 2. By

•H. XCVH, i. 2.
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2. By recounting them before God, With

joy and gratitude of heart—This was the fre

quent and instructive practice of the inspired

Psalmist, respecting the deliverance of the peo

ple of Israel out of Egypt, and their peaceful

settlement in the land of Canaan. You have re

peated instances of this, in the Book of Psalms,

The Song of Moses at the Red Sea,- is another

instance of the same kind* And this leads me

to remark the propriety of setting apart particu-

lar times and seasons, for this important business,

The Christian's setting apart seasons for it in

private, and thus making it a part of the devo

tions of the closet. And it is admirably calcu

lated, to raise and promote a spirit of truly Chri

stian devotion. And communities- setting apart

particular days,, on proper occasions, for this

feme purpose : Of this kind is the day we now

celebrate. They are tokens of national gratitude,

and no improper way of expressing it,

3. By psalms and songs of praise to God, for

all these great things—The expressing our gra

titude to God for his goodness, by songs of praise,

is a natural and an ancient custom, that has the

sanction of divine authority. It was this gave

rise to many of those divine poems, called the

Psalms of David, That from which we have

taken our text, is an instance of this kind, with

many others. This too is the divine command,

" Is any merry, let him sing psalms,"*

» Jam« V. 13, 4. By



E 35 ]

4. By testifying a benevolent and kind dispo

sition, one towards another The divine be-.

neficence, in all the great things he has done for

us, is designed and calculated to form us, to a

similar temper and conduct, towards our brethren

of the human race. Many of them indeed may

be unworthy of it >, but you will please to recol

lect, that our unworthiness does not preclude us

from the beneficence of Heaven ; otherwise he

had not effected this glorious revolution for us.

This is, in no instance, the rule of his conduct

towards us; neither ought we to make it the rule

of our conduct towards our fellow creatures, in

the duty before us.

You should especially beware of indulging a

spirit of resentment and revenge on this occa^

sion. True greatness of mind guards us against

this evil. The decision of unerring wisdom and

truth is, " He that is stow to anger, is better

ft than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spi-,

" rit, than he that taketh a city,"* Nor can

any thing be more opposed to that benevolence,

which the religion of Jesus so strongly breathes,

so warmly enjoins, and with which it never fails

to inspire its genuine votaries.

This benevolence ought, in an especial man

ner, to manifest itself with respect to those reli

gious distinctions, that unavoidably take place

strong

* Prov, XVI, j*,
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among the disciples of our common Lord, m

the present state of imperfection It is not tp

be expected, that we mould all be united in opi*-

fiion; and it is best, for the more general exer

cise and improvement of the Christian temper,

that we should not; but we may be all united

in aff'eftion. And this is what I most devoutly

recommend, And where we cannot agree tp

agree, let us agree to differ. Love is the pecu^

liar characteristic of the religion of Jesus, Hark \

in what affectionate language our Lord himself

addresses us on this subject, " A new commands

" ment I give unto you, that ye love one ano-r

" ther; as I have loved you, that ye also love

*' one another. By this shall all men know

*' that ye are my disciples, if ye love one ano^

" ther,"*

But I may not dismiss this improvement oF

the great things our God has done for us, with--

out reminding you of the cafe of those deserving

citizens, who have lost their all, by this strug

gle, some in one way and some in another; and

that, with many of them, while they have been

hazarding their lives, in the high places of the

field, in the defence of their country. To which

I may add, the more pitious case of those, who

have become widows and fatherless, by this great

contest. My heart bleeds for them. Could the

tears of sympathy supply their wants, or repair

their

* John XJII, 34. 3Sv
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their losses, it should soon be done. I most af

fectionately recommend them to the notice, and

the friendship of their more opulent fellow ci

tizens, and the attention of the public ; not upon

the score of charity, but of justice. Can no

plans be fallen upon, for employing such deserv

ing members of the community, which is the

best method of providing for them ? And can

luxury and dissipation, those aukward vices in

our present situation, (to give them the softest

name) can they spare nothing for the supply of

the more indigent among them ? The approach

ing winter enforces the duty before us, with an

energy that language fails to express.

5. We ought carefully to manifest our joy in

God, and gratitude to him, on .this occasion,

by a wise improvement of the .great things he

has done for us He has, by the revolution

we this day celebrate, put all the blessings of li

berty, civil and religious, within our reach.

Perhaps there never was a nation, that had the

fair opportunity of becoming the happiest people

upon earth, that we now have. But misery, asj

well as happiness,, lies before us, (and both in

the extreme) unless the present state of things is

wisely improved by us. They are both at our

option. And Heaven and earth are looking witla

eager expectation, to see which we (hall choose.

The eyes of those Ministers of Providence, the

angels of God, who have so often aided us i\\

this,
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this glorious struggle, for liberty; the eyes of

the nations of the earth, and particularly the

eyes of all Europe, are upon these States, to see

what use they wiM make of the great things God

has done for us. How dignified, how interest-*

ing the situation J But however solemn and in

teresting, the path js plain before us. Would

you reap the fruits of your toils, your losses and

your blood; ft is indispensably necessary that the

fœderal union of these States be cemented and

strengthened——that the honor of the Great

Council of the nation be supported, and its salu

tary measures carried into execution, with una

nimity and dispatch, without regard to partial

views, or local interests -that the credit of

this new empire be established,on the principles

of the strictest justice*, and its faith maintain

ed sacred and inviolable, in whatever way, or to

Whatever description of persons it has been

piedged, or may at any time be pledged. Alas!

that its glory has suffered so much already, by

the failure of our currency, Let us carefully

repair this waste of honor, if we cannot repair

the waste of property, by the most sacred adhe

rence to our engagements, in all future time.

Among the virtues necessary to be attended to

for the accomplishment of these great ends, in

dustry and frugality are pf the highest moment.*

It

* The following extract from my first sermon, after the evacua>,

|ipn of ;hc city, by the British troops, J ukc t^e liberty to annex,



It is of the last importance tod, that yoif

make the constitution and laws of our country,

the great rule ofyour political and civil conduct*

Be pleased to remember here, that the govern'-'

ment to which I recommend your reverence and

obedience* is a government of your own fram

ing ; and a government for which we have fought

and bled ; and, blessed be Gody have fought

and bled with success And that the Magi

strates by whom this government is administer

ed, are the men of your own choice, the Magi

strates ofyour own appointing* Thus it becomes

both your duty and your interest, to strengthen

the hands of government, and its ministers, as-

the sure path to national happiness in all future

time.

.And

as not improper in" this place.*- ■ "" Thus it appears we have

** been deeper and longer in she furnace of affliction, than our bre-<;

*' threri and sisters in the other States of the union ; we mould.

" therefore come forth more' refined by our trials. This wi41 be

" justly expected of us by otir God and by our conntry.

" I particularly beseech yon to beware os that pride arid vani'-

* ty> that diffipatiost arid lrixury, that so so6n disgraced most of

** the citie* and towns in the neighbouring States, on their dc-

*' iiverahee swai the hands of the common' enemy < These are

*• e,vils at all times displcafihg in the light of a holy God : but

'•-especially so when under his correcting hand, or rejoicing in hia

<; delivering goodness. They will in our case and situation, b« an

rt offence'" against all the laws of sound policy, as well as true rcli-

" gion Let patriotism and piety therefore unite their eftbrts, in

* guarding you against' these destructive evils, and engaging youl

* in the practice of the contrary and important virtues ot humility'

* aud temperaK««, industry &r.& œconomy."
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And would you know the influence this Vm€

of conduct will have upon your reputation, as rf

people, recollect the ever memoraoie 25th of

November, (the last month) th.2 diy whin the

deliverance of these States was e'omplcated, by

the evacuation of this city. The order,- deco

rum and dignity, with which the change of go

vernment was introduced on that happy day, and

which have ever since reigned in our city* do the

highest honor to our cause, our citizens, and

our army. They have attracted the notice, ex

cited the admiration, and forced the acknowledg

ments of our enemies themselves, in—fayo.ur of

our virtue, and regard to order and good govern-'

ment; while they will greatly enhance the plea-"

sure and esteem of every friend of therevolution,

throughout the union*

6. And Jastly, GodcrJls tfs to testify Our joy

in him,, and gratitude to him,, by lives devoted

to his fear and service-^—This is the most ac

ceptable manner, iri which we can express our

thankfulness to God for any favor spiritual or

temporal. One of the great ends, for which he

pours his goodness upon us, in such rich plenty

and variety, it to lead us to repentance, for our

manifold transgressions against him* Every in

stance of his beneficence, is a cord of love thrown

over our souls, to allure us to himself* To offer

praise tq God, to glorify him, and to order our

conversation
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Conversation aright, are used by the Holy Spirit

himself, as phrases of the same import, in the

following Words, " Whoso offereth praise, glo-

" rifieth me, and to him that ordereth his con-_

" versation aright, will I shew the salvation os

«) God."*

Isou will please to remember farther, that the

virtue I recommend, both political and moral,

is essential to the preservation of the dear-earned

priviledges, in which we rejoice this day. This

is especially the case in a democratic government*

and the more democratic the government, the

more necessary: Prevailing vice will assuredly1

sap the foundation of our priviledges sooner ot

later ; nor is any great length of time necessary

for this fatal purposed

I onlV add, once more, that the sons ofpro-

faneness cannot now sin at the cheap rate, in point

of criminality* they were wont to do. Your

guilt is greater, in your neglect of God, and

contempt of his son Christ: ; in your profane curs

ing and swearings your drunkeness, reveling and

uncleanness; your sabbath-breaking, gaming and

dishonesty in dealing; in a word, in your every

species of impiety, than in years past, in pro

portion to the great things God has done for us,

as a people.- I beseech you then, my dear bre

thren, by all these mercies of God, in additiost

F t»

•Ps.L. 23.



I 4* }

to all the grace of the gospel of his son Christ,

that you break ofF your sins by repentance, and

study to walk before him, as it becometh those,

for whom the Lord hath done such great things.

Which may God of his infinite mercy grant,

you may be enabled to do, for Jesus fake, Amen

and Amen,

&#
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