WORSHIP NOTES
Today’s opening hymn, Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door, is based on Revelation 3:20,
“Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will
come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.’’ Joseph Washington said that in this
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spiritual there is a “sense of drama, an appeal to emotion and a highly personal demand,
fundamentals of the existential decision embodied in the community of faith.’’ The text
of this hymn also inspired by the familiar painting by Victorian artist, Holman Hunt, of
Christ knocking at a cottage door, a door famously without an outside handle.
The middle hymn, I Want Jesus to Walk with Me, is a lesser-known African American
spiritual. It both prays for and trusts that Christ might be and will be beside us when we
pass through “trials” and “troubles” on our “pilgrim journey” through life. It is said that the
words of this spiritual indicate that slaves viewed life as a pilgrimage from bondage into
the promised land. They identified strongly with Jesus, who, born on the fringe of society,
became the burden bearer of the downtrodden and oppressed. It demonstrates that Jesus is
the only one able to walk with the pilgrim through all the trials and troubles of life.
The recessional hymn, I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me, reflects on a full and useful
life as one lived in response to the gospel’s call to “live, work, pray and sing.” I’m Gonna Live
is the African-American melody to which this text is sung. The arrangement is by Wendell
Whalum. Whalum, a noted author and conductor, was educated at Morehouse College,
Atlanta, and the University of Iowa (Ph.D.). He was head of the music department at
Morehouse and directed the glee club. Whalum was the first African American to serve
as choral clinician at the Presbyterian Association of Musicians’ Worship and Music
Conference in Montreat, North Carolina.
Richard Shephard (born Gloucester, England, March 20, 1949), composer of The
Secret of Christ, is an English composer, former educator, and Director of Development and
Chamberlain of York Minster. He is acclaimed as one of the most significant composers of
church music today. Shephard was a chorister at Gloucester Cathedral, where the organist
was then the composer Herbert Sumsion before taking a degree at Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge. While at Cambridge, Shephard studied under composer David Willcocks,
Hugh MacDonald, the great expert on Berlioz, and Alan Ridout. As a composer, he has
written operas, operettas, musicals, orchestral works, music for television, and chamber
music, but is perhaps best known for his choral works which are sung extensively around
the world today, especially in churches and cathedrals in England and America.

the flowers

in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
David W. Thompson by Shirley Thompson.
1

next sunday ’ s preacher

will be the Rev. Douglas T. King.

The Brick Presbyterian Church
Parish House: 62 East 92nd Street, New York, New York 10128-1398 | On the web at www.brickchurch.org
phone: 212-289-4400 day school: 212-289-5683 email addresses: www.brickchurch.org/contact

minis t ry of m u si c

Keith S. Tóth, Minister of Music and Organist
Amanda Page Smith, Director of Children’s Music Ministries
Meg Cutting, Wilson Family Yale Sacred Music Intern

us h e rs

Officer-in-Charge: Frederick A. Ehlert; Team Captain: Robert D. McCrie,
Christopher A. Carroll, Luc M. Dowling, Anke K. Ehlert, Maxime C. Guignand,
Leigh W. Hoagland, Alex G. Li, Helen M. Lynch, Margaret E. Pennoyer, Paul W.
Shaum, Jonathan D. Stone, John D. Tuttle, Christopher R. Wight.

g re e t ers

Christopher Carroll, Ann M. Darmstaetter, John P. Muller IV, Grace Sarno.

o rd e r o f st. pau l

Michael J. Appleby, Nathan P. Appleby, Leah C. Lee, Deborah M. Li, Caroline C.
Pickering, Alexander N. Rahman, Christopher L. Allen, Beadle.

— the order of service for —

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

ch ance l c h oi r qua rte t

— e l e v e n o’ c l o c k —

Artemisz Polonyi, soprano; Erica Koehring, mezzo-soprano; Sean Clark, tenor;
Ryan Stoudt, bass-baritone

s es s io n

Sallie J. Abelow, Patrick A. F. Blott, Susan P. Crary, Paul J. Elmlinger, R. Scott
Froehlich, Scripture Z. Gonzalez, Shannon D. Henderson, William S. Hilburn,
Harold P. Hope III, Anne R. Huneke, R. Lynne Lee, Sue-Peng Li, Robert D.
McCrie, Helen B. Pennoyer, Elizabeth M. Philipp, Clare C. Pickering, Brian
J. Pitz, Susan A. Powell, Debra N. Seraphim, Richard H. Stowe, Katherine C.
Vosters, Ryan E. Widener, Henry M. Wildermuth (Youth Elder), Suzanne W.
Wilson, Frances G. Laserson, Clerk of Session.

de aco ns

Linda R. Arnold, Bret M. Barasch, Beth A. Bell, Arthur W. Bingham, Nancy
T. Blair, Elizabeth A. Boehmler, Paige M. Cali, Christopher A. Carroll, Blythe
G. Chace (Youth Deacon), Carl C. Cordova III, E. Graham Clark, David
M. Darst, Helen T. W. Elmiger, Joseph A. Galloway, William J. Gambrill,
Jeffrey B. Gower, Christopher W. Hamilton, Kate S. Hrobsky, Cathy
Leonhardt, Jane B. Lowry, Katrina K. Masterson, Amelia McDonald, M. Paige
Rustum, Grace Sarno, Andrew R. Skobe, John D. Tuttle, Tanya S. Wells.

t rus t e e s

Charles S. Anderson, Kenneth W. Austin, David E. Barrett, Patrick D. Barrett,
Jonathan S. Bean, Erik M. W. Caspersen, Kevin R. Greene, Linda B. Gridley,
Valerie S. Mason, Secretary, Richard A. Miller, President, Drucilla A. Richards,
Louisa J. Palmer, Treasurer.

w e l c o m e The moments before worship are a transition from “getting here”

to “being here.” Since it usually takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and
to become open to the Spirit, it is most appropriate to give one’s friends a silent
wave of the hand, a nod of the head, or a friendly smile in lieu of initiating a
conversation.

a f t e r t h e p r o c e s s i o n a l h y m n , in order not to disrupt the

worship service, latecomers will be seated by the ushers only at times when the
congregation is standing, either during the Congregational Response following
the assurance of forgiveness or during the second hymn.

v i s i t o r s , please know how welcome you are. Please sign the Friendship
Book when it passes you during the service of worship and identify yourself with a
name tag to be found in the book. You are also cordially invited to attend Coffee
Hour following worship.

i n t h e o r d e r o f w o r s h i p that follows, an asterisk invites all
to stand; items in bold type face indicate that the congregation participates in
word or song.

lectiona ry scr iptur e r e a dings for the day
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
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THE GATHERING

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray...

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader:
People:

PRELUDE
Keith S. Tóth, organist
WELCOME AND INVITATION TO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Hymn 121, verse 2)

Puer nobis nascitur

O Jesus, King of gentleness, do all our inmost hearts possess,
And we to You will ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise.

O Lord, You have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
You discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay Your hand upon me.
Come, let us worship the Lord.

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 382

THE WORD

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep
to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer
bear, and what has become, for us, a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free
from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image;
through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

David N. Johnson (1922-1987)

Sojourner

“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”

Somebody’s Knockin’

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND
SCRIPTURE LESSON
Thomas D. Robinson
Luke 14:1, 7-14(Pew Bible, page 77 N.T.)
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!
Rev. Adam D. Gorman

SERMON
“Where to Sit”

THE RESPONSE
* CONFESSION OF FAITH (From The Second Helvetic Confession)

In regards to communion, the eating of the flesh, and drinking of the blood of
the Lord, is so necessary for salvation, that without it, no man can be saved. But
this spiritual eating and drinking, also occurs apart from the Supper of the Lord,
and as often, and wherever a man believes in Christ. To which that sentence of
St. Augustine’s applies: “Why do you provide for your teeth and your stomach?
Believe, and you have eaten.”		

* GLORIA PATRI 579

Richard Shephard (b. 1949)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN
Pastor: People of God, what is our prayer for God’s children?
People: That God be with the children as they learn of Jesus and His love.

“Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door”

KYRIE 574
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

* INVITATION TO OFFERING

After the singing of the response, all children are invited to
come forward and sit on the chancel steps for the Children’s blessing.

* HYMN 363 			

America

Not for this land alone,
But be God’s mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o’er. Amen.

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 139:1-5)
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Henry W. Greatorex (1813-1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

“The Secret of Christ”
For a long time I have held my peace, but now will I speak. I will lead the blind in a way
they know not, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn their
darkness into light, and I will not forsake them. And He showed me a pure river of the
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God; and on either side
of the river was there a tree of life, and the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the
nations. Help us, Lord, to persevere in prayer with minds awake and thankful hearts,
that we may share the secret of Christ with those we meet on our earthly pilgrimage,
following in the steps of Jesus, our Master and our Friend. Amen.
—Text from Isaiah 42, Revelation 22, and The Pilgrim Prayer

* DOXOLOGY 592

Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE SENDING
* RECESSIONAL HYMN 369		

I’m Gonna Live

“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Keith S. Tóth, organist
If you would like someone to pray with you or wish to learn more about the
Christian faith and The Brick Church, you may meet with members of our
Sunday Prayer Team after the service near the pulpit at the front of the Sanctuary.

