
This Service of Lessons and Carols, modeled after the service started at King’s 
College Chapel, Cambridge, in 1918, celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ by 
weaving together the music of anthems and carols with the reading of Scripture 
Lessons that tell the story of salvation. The story begins with the words of the 
prophets, moves through the story of Christ’s nativity, to the response of the 
world symbolized by the visits of the shepherds and the magi, who signify the 
most humble and exalted of humanity. As the procession of readers and the 
Christ candle itself move toward the front of the sanctuary, we remember the 
unfolding of the Word in the long story of God’s movement through history. 

Childcare is available. Please ask an usher for directions. If your child becomes 
restless or noisy during worship, please find your way to our childcare location 
or Chapel so that your youngster does not disturb other worshippers.

In the Order of Worship that follows, an asterisk (*) invites all to stand; items 
in bold type face indicate that the congregation participates in word or song. 

Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols 

D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9

“The Adoration of the Shepherds” (1720) by Sebastiano Conca (1680-1764)
The J. Paul Getty Museum; Los Angeles, CA
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pastors
Kimberly L. Clayton, Douglas T. King, Adam D. Gorman, Ministers
Anthony B. Jones, Jacob D. Kennedy, Margaret L Poteet, Student Ministers, Student Ministers

ministry of music
Keith S. Tóth, Minister of Music
Daniel Kirk-Foster, Assisting Organist
Meg Cutting, Wilson Family Sacred Music Intern

chancel choir
Soprano: Meg Cutting, Alina Lee, Isabella Livorni, Tonna L. Miller-Vallés, Artemisz 
Polonyi, Elizabeth Van Os. Alto: Sónia Batten, Agueda Fernández-Abad, Erica Koehring, 
Melissa Raymond, Catherine Thorpe. Tenor: Sean Clark, Jack Colver, Johnny Maldonado, 
Jeffrey Taveras. Bass: Daniel Hoy, Steven Moore, Ryan Stoudt, Nathaniel Sullivan.

You Are Welcome to Attend and Join
The Brick Presbyterian Church

{founded 1767}

We are a 1,700-member community of faith, grounded in the Reformed tradition.  
We worship and grow in faith together at 11 a.m. on Sunday mornings. We serve neighbors 
near and far through mission and volunteer activities that address many causes of suffering 

in our world. We love, help, and comfort one another in happiness and sorrow.

schedule of worship for christmas 2019

december 24 christmas eve  
 4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant

 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Pre-Service Music
 10:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
  of Holy Communion 
  Rev. Dr. Kimberly Clayton preaching

december 25 christmas day
 11:00 a.m.   Christmas Day Communion Service
  Rev. Dr. Kimberly Clayton preaching

The Brick Presbyterian Church  
Parish House: 62 East 92nd Street, New York, New York 10128-1398 | On the web at www.brickchurch.org 

phone: 212-289-4400 email addresses: brickchurch.org/contact

PARTICIPANTS IN THIS SERVICE
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PRELUDE Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
"Magnificat primi toni, BuxWV 204"

 Wolfgang Rübsam (b. 1946)
"O komm, o komm Emmanuel”

Meg Cutting, organist

CHORAL INTROIT 15th century French
“Veni, Veni, Emanuel”

Veni, veni, Emanuel: captivum solve Israel, qui gemit in exilio, privatus Dei Filio. 
Gaude! gaude!  Emanuel nascetur pro te, Israel. 
O come, O come, Emanuel: release captive Israel, who groans in exile, deprived of the Son of God. 
Rejoice! rejoice! Emanuel is born for thee, Israel.

* THE CALL TO WORSHIP

* PROCESSIONAL CAROL  Irby
“Once in Royal David’s City”

 (Solo) Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
  Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
  Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
 (Choir) He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
  And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
  With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy.
 (All) For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew,
  He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
  And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
  And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,
  For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
  And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.
  Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
  We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;
  When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

FIRST LESSON
Genesis 3:8-19 (Adam’s Fall)
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CAROL     Philip Ledger (1937-2012)
 “Adam Lay Ybounden”

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond: four thousand winter thought he not too 
long. And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkes finden written in their 
book. Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, ne had never our lady a been 
heavené queen. Blessed be the time that apple taken was; Therefore we moun singen, 
Deo gracias!—15th century text

SECOND LESSON
     Genesis 22:15-18 (The Faith of Abraham)

CAROL Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)
“Jesus Christ the Apple Tree”

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green: the trees of nature 
fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree. His beauty doth all things excel: by 
faith I know, but ne’er can tell the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ the apple 
tree. For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought: I missed of 
all; but now I see ‘tis found in Christ the apple tree. I’m weary with my former toil, 
here I will sit and rest awhile: under the shadow I will be of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; which makes 
my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.—“Divine Hymns or Spiritual 
Songs,” compiled by Joshua Smith (New Hampshire, 1784)

 
THIRD LESSON

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 (The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour)

CAROL arr. Bob Chilcott (b. 1955)
“Sussex Carol”  

On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. News of great 
joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. Then why should men on 
earth be so sad, since our Redeemer made us glad? When from our sin he set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty. When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come 
in its place; Angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the new-born King. All 
out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night; “Glory to God, 
and peace to men, now and forever more. Amen.”—traditional English carol

   FOURTH LESSON 
Isaiah 11:1-9 (With Christ’s coming, the foretelling of Heaven on Earth)
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CAROL John Tavener (1944-2013)
“The Lamb”

Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? Gave thee life, and 
bid thee feed, by the stream and o’er the mead; gave thee clothing of delight, softest 
cloth- ing, woolly, bright; gave thee such a tender voice, making all the vales rejoice? 
Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? Little Lamb, I’ll tell 
thee, Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee: He is called by thy name, for he calls Himself a Lamb: 
He is meek, and He is mild; He became a little child. I, a child, and thou a lamb, we 
are called by His name. Little Lamb, God bless thee! Little Lamb, God bless thee! – 
William Blake (1757-1827)
 

  FIFTH LESSON
Luke 1:26-35, 38 (The angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary)

CAROL Sergei Rachmaninov (1873-1943)
“Bŏgŏroditsye Dyevo” (Ave Maria)

Bŏgŏroditsye Dyevo, raduissya, blagŏdatnaya Mariye, Gospod’s tŏboyu. Blagŏslŏvyen 
Tyi vzhenakh, i blagŏslŏvyen plod chryeva Tvŏyego, Yako Spassa rŏdila yessi dush 
nashikh. 
Virgin mother of God, hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, For thou hast brought forth the 
Saviour who redeemed our souls.
—Text from the Orthodox Liturgy of Vespers

 SIXTH LESSON
Luke 2:1-7 (St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus)

CAROL Michael Head (1900-1976)
“The Little Road to Bethlehem”    

As I walked down the road at set of sun, the lambs were coming homeward one by 
one. I heard a sheep bell softly calling them, along the little road to Bethlehem. Beside 
an open door as I drew nigh, I heard sweet Mary sing a lullaby. She sang about the 
lambs at close of day, and rocked her tiny King among the hay. Across the air the silver 
sheep bells rang, “The lambs are coming home”, sweet Mary sang. “Your star of gold, 
your star of gold is shining in the sky. So sleep, my little King, go lullaby.” As I walked 
down the road at set of sun, The lambs were coming homeward one by one. I heard a 
sheep bell softly calling them, Along the little road to Bethlehem.
—Margaret Rose (d. 1958)

 SEVENTH LESSON
Luke 2:8-16 (Shepherds go to the manger)
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CAROL  Bob Chilcott (b. 1955)
“The Shepherd’s Carol”

We stood on the hills, Lady, our day’s work done, watching the frosted meadows that 
winter had won. The evening was calm, Lady, the air so still, silence more lovely than 
music folded the hill. There was a star, Lady, shone in the night, larger than Venus it 
was and bright, so bright. Oh, a voice from the sky, Lady, it seemed to us then telling of 
God being born in the world of men. And so we have come, Lady, our day’s work done, 
our love, our hopes, ourselves, we give to your son.—Clive Sansom (1910-1981)

EIGHTH LESSON
Matthew 2-1-12 (The wise men led by the star of Jesus)

* CONGREGATIONAL CAROL Greensleeves, arr. Kirk-Foster
“What Child Is This”

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary! 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him.
The King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary! 

NINTH LESSON
John 1:1-14 (The Great Mystery)

CAROL Robin Nelson (b. 1943)
“Out of Your Sleep”  

Out of your sleep arise and wake, for God mankind now hath y take. And through a maidé 
fair and wise, now man is made of full great price; now angels knelen to man’s service, and at 
this time all this befell. Now man is brighter than the sun; now man in heaven on high shall 
won; Blesséd be God this game is begun and his mother the empress of helle (spiritual health). 
That ever was thrall now is he free; that ever was small now great is she, now shall God deem 
both thee and me, unto his bliss if we do well. Now man he may to heaven wend; now heaven 
and earth to him they bend. He that was foe now is our friend, this is no nay that I you tell. 
Now blesséd brother grant us grace, at doomés day to see thy face, and in thy court to have a 
place, that we may sing thee nowell. Out of your sleep arise and wake! —15th century text 
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION AND PETITION
Leader:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Leader:  Let us pray...

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL  Mendelssohn
  “Hark! The Herald-Angels Sing”
  Hark! the herald-angels sing Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies, 
with th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing Glory to the newborn king.

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Grimoaldo Macchia (b. 1972)
“Four variations on O Come All Ye Faithful” 

Fanfare—Chorale Melody—Badinage—Toccata Final
Daniel Kirk-Foster, organist

You are asked to remain seated for the Postlude. If you wish to depart, please do so quietly.  
Ushers will be available at the doors to receive your offerings as you depart.
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“Adoration of the Shepherds” (c. 1535-1540) by Agnolo Bronzino (1503-1572) 
Szépművészeti Múzeum, Budapest, Hungary


