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next sunday’s preacher will be The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans

—  t h e  o r d e r  o f  s e rv i c e  f o r  —

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
—  e l e v e n  o’ c l o c k  —

l e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y 
 Exodus 17:1-7 Philippians 2:1-13
 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Matthew 21:23-32

L i v e s t r e a m  M i n i s t r y
Services are broadcast, recorded and archived each Sunday via LiveStream  
and are available on the Brick Church website at www.brickchurch.org. Due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, worship services have been virtual since March 15, 2020.

S o c i a l  M e d i a
Like us on Facebook (Brick Presbyterian Church), and follow us on Instagram  
(@brickchurchnyc) and Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC).



THE RESPONSE
 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Confession of 1967 – 1. The new Life – 9.21)
 The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. His cross 

and resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for people when the gospel 
is proclaimed and believed. In this experience the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to 
people, moves them to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the 
new life in Christ.

 DOXOLOGY   Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

 INVITATION TO OFFERING

 OFFERTORY SOLO  Spiritual, arr. H. T. Burleigh
“There is a Balm in Gilead”

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in Gilead to heal 
the sin-sick soul. Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, but then the 
Holy Spirit revives my soul again. (Refrain) If you can preach like Peter, if you can pray 
like Paul, go home and tell your neighbor “He died to save us all.” (Refrain)

Nathaniel Sullivan, baritone

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray...

THE SENDING
 HYMN   Lafferty

“Seek Ye First” 
(See sheet music at the end of this bulletin)

 BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654)
“Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ” 

Keith S. Tóth, organist

THE GATHERING
PRELUDE   Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019)

“Berceuse”
Keith S. Tóth, organist

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

 HYMN  In Babilone 
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

(See sheet music at the end of this bulletin)

 PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Holy Teacher of humility and grace, You emptied Yourself of divinity, and came 

to live among us as a simple, human being. Forgive us, Holy One, when we take 
pride in our accomplishments, and look for applause and praise from those 
around us. You walked among us healing and telling stories, pouring out Your 
life for the sake of those in need. Forgive us, Gentle Servant, when we guard 
our time and our money, afraid that someone will take advantage of our good 
nature. You ask us to do Your work and to be the living body of Christ for the 
sake of a hurting, broken world. Forgive us, Gracious God, when we focus all 
our time and effort on what will please ourselves.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
 
 PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 AND SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 21:23-32

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

 SERMON  The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
“Confounded by Wisdom and Grace”




