LUKE 2:22-38
JESUS IS PRESENTED IN THE TEMPLE
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested
on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own
soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God
and to speak about the childto all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

— the order of service for —

Nativity of Jesus Christ
Christmas Day

— 11 o’clock in the morning —
lectiona ry scr iptur e r e a dings for the day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98:1-9

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14

To d a y ’s Wo r s h i p

Today’s music is performed by the Chancel Choir and the Brick Church Brass
and Percussion Ensembe. Our preacher today is the Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.
The instrumentalists at this service have been underwritten by a generous contribution
from the Wallace Sacred Music Fund, established in memory of David W. Wallace.

Livestream Ministry

Services are broadcast, recorded and archived each Sunday via LiveStream and are available
on the Brick Church website at https://www.brickchurch.org/worship/livestream/
For more hymn recording from E. Deane Turner’s “A Legacy of Sacred Songs,” visit our
online audio companion to the book at www.brickchurch.org/a-legacy-of-sacred-songs.

Soci a l Medi a

Like us on Facebook (Brick Presbyterian Church), and follow us on Instagram
(@brickchurchnyc) and Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC). Please watch for announcements
of special events and other programming on our social media platforms and the front
page of our website.

N ext S unday ’ s P reacher will be The Rev. Adam D. Gorman

December 25, 2020

THE GATHERING

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PRELUDE 			
“Galliard”
Keith S. Tóth, organist
Thomas Hoyt and Kevin Cobb, trumpets
Lawrence DiBello, French horn
Donald Hayward and George Hoyt, trombones
Benjamin Harms, percussion

anon. 17th century Italian

INVITATION

WELCOME

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

CALL TO WORSHIP

SANCTUS
Adeste fideles

HYMN		

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(See music at the end of this bulletin or page 20 of E. Deane Turner’s “A Legacy of Sacred Songs”)

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Appalachian carol, arr. John Rutter
“I Wonder as I Wander”
wonder as I wander out under the sky how Jesus the Saviour did come for to die for poor ornery
people like you and like I; I wonder as I wander out under the sky. When Mary birthed Jesus ‘twas
in a cow’s stall with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all but high from God’s heaven, a
star’s light did fall and the promise of ages it then did recall. If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing
a star in the sky or a bird on the wing or all of God’s Angels in heaven to sing He surely could have
it, ‘cause he was the King.
Sean Clark, tenor
ANTHEM		

Luke 2:22-38
(See scripture text at the end of this bulletin)

Reader:
All:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
INSTITUTION
HOLY COMMUNION
Leader: The gifts of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Please take Communion now.)

CHRISTMAS DAY OPENING PRAYER

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
AND SCRIPTURE LESSON

John Merbecke (c.1510–c.1585)

Christopher L. Allen

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION ANTHEM		
Robin Nelson (b. 1943)
“Out of Your Sleep”
Out of your sleep arise and wake, for God mankind now hath y take. And through a maidé fair
and wise, now man is made of full great price; now angels knelen to man’s service, and at this time
all this befell. Now man is brighter than the sun; now man in heaven on high shall won; Blesséd be
God this game is begun and his mother the empress of helle (spiritual health). That ever was thrall
now is he free; that ever was small now great is she, now shall God deem both thee and me, unto
his bliss if we do well. Now man he may to heaven wend; now heaven and earth to him they bend.
He that was foe now is our friend, this is no nay that I you tell. Now blesséd brother grant us grace,
at doomés day to see thy face, and in thy court to have a place, that we may sing thee nowell. Out
of your sleep arise and wake! —15th century text
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

THE SENDING
Antioch
“Joy to the World”
(See music at the end of this bulletin or page 19 of E. Deane Turner’s “A Legacy of Sacred Songs”)

HYMN		

BENEDICTION
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans

MEDITATION
“The First Noel”

POSTLUDE		
Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632-1687)
“Marche Royale”
Meg Cutting, organist
The Brick Church Brass and Percussion Ensemble

Hear the audio recording at:
https://www.brickchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/O-Come-All-Ye-Faithful.mp3

Hear the audio recording at:
https://www.brickchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Joy-to-the-World-the-Lord-is-Come.mp3

