
This Service of Lessons and Carols, modeled after the service started 
at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, in 1918, celebrates the birth of 
Jesus Christ by weaving together the music of anthems and carols with 
the reading of Scripture Lessons that tell the story of salvation. The 
story begins with the words of the prophets, moves through the story of 
Christ’s nativity, to the response of the world symbolized by the visits of 
the shepherds and the magi, who signify the most humble and exalted 
of humanity. As the procession of readers and the Christ candle itself 
move toward the front of the sanctuary, we remember the unfolding 
of the Word in the long story of God’s movement through history. 
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   FOURTH LESSON 
Luke 2:1, 3-16 (Shepherds go to the manger)

CAROL Piae cantiones (1582), arr. Willcocks 
“Unto Us is Born a Son”

Unto us is born a Son, King of quires supernal: see on earth his life begun, of lords 
the Lord eternal. Christ, from heaven descending low, comes on earth a stranger; ox 
and ass their owner know, becradled in the manger. This did Herod sore affray, and 
grievously bewilder, so he gave the word to slay, and slew the little children. Of his 
love and mercy mild, this the Christmas story; and O that Mary’s gentle Child might 
lead us up to glory! O and A, and A and O, cum cantibus in choro (with singing in the 
choir), let our merry organ go, benedicamus Domino (let us bless the Lord).

—tr. George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934)

FIFTH LESSON
John 1:1-14 (The Great Mystery)

CAROL Polish carol, arr. Willcocks
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing Christ 
the babe is Lord of all. Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings 
bringing: Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all! Flocks were 
sleeping; shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new saw the glory, heard the story, 
tidings of the gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the 
morrow: Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!

—tr. Edith M. G. Reed (1885-1933)

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION AND PETITION
Leader:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Leader:  Let us pray...

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

 CLOSING HYMN  
  Go Tell It

 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
(See music at the end of this bulletin.)

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Wilbur Held 
“God Rest You Merry” 
Keith S. Tóth, organist

 

PRELUDE Wilbur Held (1914-2015)
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Keith S. Tóth

 CALL TO WORSHIP

 OPENING HYMN  
Adeste fideles

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
(See music at the end of this bulletin or page 20 of E. Deane Turner’s “A Legacy of Sacred Songs”)

FIRST LESSON
Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 (Adam’s Fall)

CAROL     Boris Ord (1897-1961)
 “Adam Lay Ybounden”

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond: four thousand winter thought he not too 
long. And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkes finden written in 
their book. Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, ne had never our 
lady a been heavené queen. Blessed be the time that apple taken was; Therefore we 
moun singen, Deo gracias! — 15th century text

SECOND LESSON
     Isaiah 9: 2; 6–7 (The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour)

CAROL Basque Noël, arr. David Willcocks
“The Infant King”

 Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now reclining. Hush, do not wake the Infant King. 
Angels are watching, stars are shining over the place where he is lying. Lullaby 
baby, now asleeping. Hush, do not wake the Infant King. Soon will come sorrow 
with the morning, soon will come bitter grief and weeping. Lullaby baby, now 
adozing. Hush, do not wake the Infant King. Soon comes the cross, the nails, the 
piercing, then in the grave at last reposing. Lullaby! Is the babe awaking? Hush, 
do not stir the Infant King. Dreaming of Easter, gladsome morning, conquering 
Death, its bondage breaking: Sing lullaby! — Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924)

 
THIRD LESSON

Luke 1: 26–35; 38  (The angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary)

HYMN Gabriel’s Message
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

(See music at the end of this bulletin)

 






