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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Song of Solomon 2:8-13   James 1:17-27
 Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9   Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

boldtype face indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                                    Adoration                      Alexandre Guimant (1837-1911) 

Stephen Rumpf, organist

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit  

*Call to Worship  James 1:19-25 
Leader: Let us not deceive ourselves. 
People: Let us look at ourselves in the mirror. 
Leader: Let us look at ourselves in light of God’s law. 
People: God's law points us to truth.  Let us worship God.

*Hymn 356                        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Nettleton 

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 
 Prayer of Confession  

Life-giving God, You know us better than we know ourselves. While we long to meet 
the demands of Your justice, we often settle for a touch of righteous indignation. And 
though we long to resist evil, it is easy to confuse our anger over petty wrongs with 
Your anger over misuse of power. Teach us the difference between human precepts, 
that bloom and fade like grass, and Your life-giving ways that are eternal. Help us be 
doers of Your word, that our lives would bear Your fruit. Amen.

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922-1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Assurance of Forgiveness

Nursery is available 
for infants through 

age four. Drop off is 
located in the Living 

Room on the third 
floor.

Hymn 356
In 1752, a young 
Robert Robinson 

attended an evangelical 
meeting to heckle the 

believers and make fun 
of the proceedings. 
Instead, he listened 
in awe to the words 

of the great preacher 
George Whitefield, 

and in 1755, at the age 
of twenty, Robinson 
responded to the call 

he felt three years 
earlier and became a 

Christian. Another 
three years later, when 

preparing a sermon for 
his church in Norfolk, 

England, he penned 
the words that have 
become one of the 

church’s most-loved 
hymns: “Come, thou 

fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing 

thy grace.”

Using imagery of Christ 
as the giver of living 

water and the shepherd 
gathering his sheep 
back into the fold, 

this hymn reminds the 
worshipper of the ever 

bountiful grace of God. 
Like Robinson, we too 
are “prone to wander,” 

and are quick to seek 
redemption through 
our own power. But 

God continues to 
bring us back from our 
wandering, until, songs 

of praise on our lips, 
we dance forever before 

the mount of His 
redeeming love.



*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response 478  Lauda Anima
Praise, my soul, the God of heaven,
Glad of heart your carols raise;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who, like me, should sing God’s praise?
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the Maker all your days! 

THE WORD

 Children’s Message

 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                    Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 5-9 Caroline Pickering

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Sermon                                    Campfire Stories Rev. Caroline S. Unzaga

THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith) 
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world 
good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, 
to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring 
God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies 
as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our 
care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem 
creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to 
bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from 
the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813-1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

After the singing of the 
Congregational Response, 
all children are invited to 
come forward and sit on 
the chancel steps for the 
Children's Message.

Immediately following, 
children ages 5-10 are 
welcome to attend 
Children's Church in the 
Chapel. 

Reminder: There will not 
be Children's Church 
next week, Sunday, 
September 5th, Labor 
Day Weekend.



Hymn 138
Much of the imagery of 
this hymn comes from 

Revelation 4:2–11, 
which its author, an 

Anglican bishop, knew 
as a reading appointed 

for Trinity Sunday. The 
tune, written specifically 

for this text, reinforces 
the Trinitarian theme by 

strong dependence on 
the D-major triad.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem                  Lead Me, Lord   Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) 
Lead me, Lord, lead me in Thy righteousness, make Thy way plain before my face.

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise 
God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Hymn 138                    Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! Nicaea

 Benediction and Choral Response

 Postlude                          Grand Choeur from Sonata VII  Alexandre Guilmant
Stephen Rumpf, organist

Offering
The Christian life is 

marked by the offering 
of one’s self to God. 

In worship, God 
presents us with the 

costly self-offering of 
Jesus Christ, who has 
claimed us and set us 

free. In response to 
God’s love in Christ 

we offer our lives, our 
gifts, our abilities, and 
our material goods for 

God’s service.



The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as 
found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic 

mission to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian 
tradition in the city of New York. Our response can be witnessed in the transformed 
lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ. We 
are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness 
to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church 

members but also in our outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two 
to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite 
you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments 
and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported 
a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian 
denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The 
Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. 
John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God.
1

next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 



9/11 Prayer Service (Sep. 11)
The twentieth anniversary of 9/11 calls us to remember those who lost their 
lives, the heroes who saved so many and the need for healing across our 
country and the world. The core of this service will be a time of scripture 
readings, silence, and music. Together as we raise our hearts to God by the 
Spirit’s power we will look to the hope we have in our Lord. Please join us in 
the sanctuary on Saturday, Sept. 11 at 10 a.m. for a memorial service, as we 
pray over New York City, our country, and remember the heroes of that day. 

Brick Church Book Club (Beginning Sep. 13)
The Brick Church Book Club’s first meeting of the fall will be held on Monday, 
Sept. 13, at 7 p.m. at the home of Sandy Gooder. The group will be discussing 
Visionary Women by Andrea Barnet, which is a wonderful book that describes 
the enormous impact that four visionary women, Rachel Carson, Jane Jacobs, 
Jane Goodall, and Alice Waters had on society and the world. Everyone is invited 
to attend, whether you have finished the book or not. However, please contact 
Sandy Gooder at skilloughdesign@aol.com to R.S.V.P. Given current health 
concerns, the Book Club asks that everyone who attends its meetings be fully 
vaccinated.

Homecoming Sunday and Pancake Brunch (Sep. 19)
Homecoming Sunday at The Brick Church is on Sept. 19, as we welcome Brick 
Church members back to full, in-person worship. Immediately following worship, 
there will be a Pancake Brunch at Coffee Hour. Regular and gluten-free pancakes 
will be served. 

The Fall Fling (Sep.  23)
Join us in-person on Thursday, Sept. 23, in the Brick Church Garden from 6 to 9 
p.m. for a terrific evening of fellowship. More details to come later in the Summer.

Men's Golf Outing (New Date! Sep. 30)
The Men's Association is pleased to host its third Annual Golf Outing at 
the legendary Sleepy Hollow Country Club. This memorable day includes 
lunch, golf, dinner and drinks, but you can pick and choose the subset of 
activities that fits your schedule. Please email mensassociation@brickchurch.
org to reserve your spot (gentlemen only).

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you are 
our honored guest! Please fill out the 
Fellowship Pad in your pew so that we 
may contact you.

Member Notifications 
and Updates
Please send any notification about 
births, deaths, or other happenings 
to Chanel Robertson via email  
(crobertson@brickchurch.org), or 
phone at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Do you want to learn more about 
events at The Brick Church? Visit us 
online at brickchurch.org/mailinglist 
to subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Social Media
Over the summer, we invite you to 
keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, tag 
us in your events and spread the word 
about our community. 

Giving
These programs are only possible 
with your contributions. Online 
donations may be made at 
www.brickchurch.org/giving 

This week at 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!



Festival of Hymnody (Oct. 17)
We are excited to celebrate the sixth annual Festival of Hymnody during the 
11 a.m. service of worship on Sunday, Oct. 17! The theme this year is “The 
Psalms.” You won’t want to miss this fine Brick Church musical tradition!

Installation Service (Oct. 17)
We invite everyone to attend the Installation of Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans on 
Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021 at 5 p.m. Additional information to follow.

The Brick Church Fair (Nov. 9-10)
The Brick Church Fair returns to in-person this fall! This year will feature 
the 78th Brick Church Fair, a long-standing tradition. This year's Fair is a 
two-day event, on Tuesday, Nov. 9 and Wednesday, Nov. 10, in Watson Hall. 
More details to follow after Labor Day. 

2021 Summer Bible Study Dates and Leaders
September 12 – Bob McCrie

Zoom Meeting ID: 889 6544 7290 | Dial-in: (929) 205-6099

Summer Children's Worship
Children five years of age through ten years of age are invited to participate 
on Sunday mornings. Weekly registration required (brickchurch.org/childrens-
church). Children five years of age through ten years of age are invited to 
participate in a new Children's Worship Service, led by Wendy Evans in the 
Chapel on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Children depart from the regular service 
for the Children's Worship Service after the Children's Message. Please note 
there is no Children's Church on Labor Day weekend.

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 
11 a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to 
register, please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Calling All Creative Volunteers!
Do you work in marketing, social media, or digital media? Are you interested 
in putting your skills to good use this summer? Volunteer to be a part of the 
Strategic Task Force and help us grow our Brick Church community in 2021 
and beyond. Email us at mllarrison@gmail.com to get involved.

Parent's Morning Out
Parent's Morning Out is returning to in-person participation this fall! Moms, 
dads and grandparents with children ages 3 months to 2 years old are invited 
to join other parents, grandparents and their children for fellowship Tuesday 
mornings from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Living Room. If you are 
interested in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.
com) or Anna Bender-Zeckendorf (anna.bender.zeckendorf@gmail.com).

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. If you are a 
visitor, please wear your name tag so 
that we can welcome you by name.

Sunday Flowers
Are you or any of your loved ones 
celebrating an anniversary or a birthday 
during these summer months? If so, 
would you consider sponsoring the 
flowers in our sanctuary in celebration 
of the event? This is a lovely way to mark 
any significant occasion in your life, and 
your dedication in the weekly bulletin 
can be worded as you wish. If you would 
like to sponsor our summer flowers 
one week, please contact us online at 
brickchurch.org/memorialflowers. 
Thank you for helping to adorn our 
sanctuary to the glory of God.

Fall Admissions Season
Are you a Brick Church member 
who will be applying a child to the 
Brick Church School's Twos or Threes 
program in the fall for September 
2022 entry? Please email Farley Bills 
(fbills@brickchurch.org) your child’s 
full name, birthday and any questions 
or visit us online for more information. 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still 
join us this Sunday for worship online. 
Go to www.brickchurch.org and click 
the “Watch Live” button in the upper 
right-hand corner of our home page to 
view our Livestream feed.

Register for 8th Grade 
Confirmation Class
Registration for 8th Grade 
Confirmation Class is now open! 
For registration and information 
about the 2021-2022 Eighth Grade 
Confirmation Class, visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/confirmation/.
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