
—  t h e  o r d e r  o f  s e rv i c e  f o r  —
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

— eleven o’clock —

Vol. CXXXI  September 5, 2021    Number 55

welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23   James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17
 Psalm 125:1-5   Mark 7:24-37



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

boldtype face indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                        Le Banquet Céleste                       Olivier Messiaen (1908–1992) 

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit  

*Call to Worship  
Leader: Our merciful God, maker of us all,
People: pleads the cause of the poor and afflicted.
Leader: Open our hearts to demonstrate God’s grace
People: through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Leader: Come, let us worship God.

*Hymn 481                        Praise the Lord, God’s Glory Show Llanfair 
 
 Prayer of Confession  

God of favor, we have not been true to You. You have chosen the poor in the world, 
but we have dishonored them. You plead the cause of the afflicted, but we crush them. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have favored the rich and despised 
the poor. We have dismissed the needy with empty words. Soften our hearts and make 
straight our ways. Heal our unbelief and turn us back to You. Amen.

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922-1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Nursery is available 
for infants through 

age four. Drop off is 
located in the Living 

Room on the third 
floor.

Hymn 481
Llanfair is usually 

attributed to Welsh 
singer Robert Williams 

(b. Mynydd Ithel, 
Anglesey, Wales, 

1781; d. Mynydd 
Ithel, 1821), whose 

manuscript, dated July 
14, 1817, included the 
tune. Williams lived on 
the island of Anglesey. 
A basket weaver with 
great innate musical 

ability, Williams, 
who was blind, could 
write out a tune after 

hearing it just once. He 
sang hymns at public 

occasions and was a 
composer of hymn 

tunes.



*Congregational Response 478  Lauda Anima
Praise, my soul, the God of heaven,
Glad of heart your carols raise;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who, like me, should sing God’s praise?
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the Maker all your days! 

THE WORD

 Children’s Message

 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                               Mark 7:24-37 Lisa Gustin

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Sermon                                God’s Rainbow Kingdom Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans

THE RESPONSE

 Offertory Anthem      Almighty and Everlasting God   Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625) 
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, and in all our 
dangers and necessities, stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us: through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation

 Gradual Hymn                       Thee We Adore       13th c. Benedictine plainsong
Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, Who at this blessed feast art pleased to be; Both flesh and 
Spirit in Thy presence fail, Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail.

   — Thomas Aquinas (c.1225-1274)  

After the singing of the 
Congregational Response, 
all children are invited to 
come forward and sit on 
the chancel steps for the 
Children's Message.

Reminder: There will be 
no Children's Church 
today.

Offering
The Christian life is 
marked by the offering 
of one’s self to God. 
In worship, God 
presents us with the 
costly self-offering of 
Jesus Christ, who has 
claimed us and set us 
free. In response to 
God’s love in Christ 
we offer our lives, our 
gifts, our abilities, and 
our material goods for 
God’s service.



Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 Sanctus 580 John Merbecke (c.1510–c.1585)
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory: Glory be 
to Thee, O Lord most High. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Holy Communion
 
 Communion Anthem     Tantum Ergo Sacramentum Déodat de Sévérac (1872–1921)

Before so great a Sacrament, therefore, let us bow down in reverence; and let the old Law 
give way to a new rite: let faith assist the deficiency of the senses. 

To the Begetter and the Begotten be praise and jubilation, salvation, honor, strength and 
blessing: and to the One proceeding from both let there be equal praise.

   — Thomas Aquinas (c.1225-1274)  
   
Prayer after Communion

THE SENDING

*Hymn 129                      Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us Ebenezer

 Benediction and Choral Response

 Postlude             Carillon, from 24 Pièces en style libre  Louis Vierne (1870–1937) 

Tantum Ergo 
Sacramentum

Déodat de Sévérac 
studied organ and 

composition in 
Paris but took an 

unconventional 
career path, settling 
in southern France 
and writing music 
influenced by the 
sights and sounds 

of Languedoc. His 
“Tantum ergo,” 

published in 1920, 
sounds simple yet 

quintessentially French 
in its lush harmony.

Carillon
The opening pedal 

line in Louis Vierne’s 
Carillon quotes the 

chime of the bell tower 
in Longpont, north 

of Paris, where Vierne 
often spent the month of 
August. It is dedicated to 
his brother, Réné, killed 

in action in World War I 
not far from the town of 

Longpont.  

The Postlude
The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through 
the postlude, which is 

offered as a thanksgiving 
to God.



The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God 
as found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic 
mission to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition 
in the city of New York. Our response can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our 
members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ. We are committed 
to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness to our community, 
which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also in our 
outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two 
to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite 
you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments 
and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported 
a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian 
denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The 
Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. 
John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God 
and in memory of Isabelle E. and Theodore Roosevelt Stocker.

1
next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 



9/11 Prayer Service (Sep. 11)
The twentieth anniversary of 9/11 calls us to remember those who lost their 
lives, the heroes who saved so many and the need for healing across our 
country and the world. The core of this service will be a time of scripture 
readings, silence, and music. Together as we raise our hearts to God by the 
Spirit’s power we will look to the hope we have in our Lord. Please join us in 
the sanctuary on Saturday, Sept. 11 at 10 a.m. for a memorial service, as we 
pray over New York City, our country, and remember the heroes of that day. 

Brick Church Book Club (Beginning Sep. 13)
The Brick Church Book Club’s first meeting of the fall will be held on Monday, 
Sept. 13, at 7 p.m. at the home of Sandy Gooder. The group will be discussing 
Visionary Women by Andrea Barnet, which is a wonderful book that describes 
the enormous impact that four visionary women, Rachel Carson, Jane Jacobs, 
Jane Goodall, and Alice Waters had on society and the world. Everyone is invited 
to attend, whether you have finished the book or not. However, please contact 
Sandy Gooder at skilloughdesign@aol.com to R.S.V.P. Given current health 
concerns, the Book Club asks that everyone who attends its meetings be fully 
vaccinated.

Homecoming Sunday and Pancake Brunch (Sep. 19)
Homecoming Sunday at The Brick Church is on Sept. 19, as we welcome Brick 
Church members back to full, in-person worship. Immediately following worship, 
there will be a Pancake Brunch at Coffee Hour. Regular and gluten-free pancakes 
will be served. 

The Fall Fling (Sep.  23)
Join us in-person on Thursday, Sept. 23, in the Brick Church Garden from 6 to 9 
p.m. for a terrific evening of fellowship. More details to come later in the Summer.

Men's Golf Outing (New Date! Sep. 30)
The Men's Association is pleased to host its third Annual Golf Outing at 
the legendary Sleepy Hollow Country Club. This memorable day includes 
lunch, golf, dinner and drinks, but you can pick and choose the subset of 
activities that fits your schedule. Please email mensassociation@brickchurch.
org to reserve your spot (gentlemen only).

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you are 
our honored guest! Please fill out the 
Fellowship Pad in your pew so that we 
may contact you.

Member Notifications 
and Updates
Please send any notification about 
births, deaths, or other happenings 
to Chanel Robertson via email  
(crobertson@brickchurch.org), or 
phone at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Do you want to learn more about 
events at The Brick Church? Visit us 
online at brickchurch.org/mailinglist 
to subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Social Media
Over the summer, we invite you to 
keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, tag 
us in your events and spread the word 
about our community. 

Giving
These programs are only possible 
with your contributions. Online 
donations may be made at 
www.brickchurch.org/giving 

This week at 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!



Festival of Hymnody (Oct. 17)
Thanks to the generosity of Don and Lynn Wilson, we are excited to celebrate 
the sixth annual Festival of Hymnody during the 11 a.m. service of worship 
on Sunday, Oct. 17! The theme this year is “The Psalms.” You won’t want to 
miss this fine Brick Church musical tradition!

Installation Service (Oct. 17)
We invite everyone to attend the Installation of Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans on 
Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021 at 5 p.m. Additional information to follow.

The Brick Church Fair (Nov. 9-10)
The Brick Church Fair returns to in-person this fall! This year will feature 
the 78th Brick Church Fair, a long-standing tradition. This year's Fair is a 
two-day event, on Tuesday, Nov. 9 and Wednesday, Nov. 10, in Watson Hall. 
More details to follow after Labor Day. 

2021 Summer Bible Study Dates and Leaders
September 12 – Bob McCrie

Zoom Meeting ID: 889 6544 7290 | Dial-in: (929) 205-6099

Summer Children's Worship
Children five years of age through ten years of age are invited to participate 
on Sunday mornings. Weekly registration required (brickchurch.org/childrens-
church). Children five years of age through ten years of age are invited to 
participate in a new Children's Worship Service, led by Wendy Evans in the 
Chapel on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Children depart from the regular service 
for the Children's Worship Service after the Children's Message. Please note 
there is no Children's Church on Labor Day weekend.

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 
11 a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to 
register, please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Calling All Creative Volunteers!
Do you work in marketing, social media, or digital media? Are you interested 
in putting your skills to good use this summer? Volunteer to be a part of the 
Strategic Task Force and help us grow our Brick Church community in 2021 
and beyond. Email us at mllarrison@gmail.com to get involved.

Parent's Morning Out
Parent's Morning Out is returning to in-person participation this fall! Moms, 
dads and grandparents with children ages 3 months to 2 years old are invited 
to join other parents, grandparents and their children for fellowship Tuesday 
mornings from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Living Room. If you are 
interested in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.
com) or Anna Bender-Zeckendorf (anna.bender.zeckendorf@gmail.com).

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. If you are a 
visitor, please wear your name tag so 
that we can welcome you by name.

Sunday Flowers
Are you or any of your loved ones 
celebrating an anniversary or a birthday 
during these summer months? If so, 
would you consider sponsoring the 
flowers in our sanctuary in celebration 
of the event? This is a lovely way to mark 
any significant occasion in your life, and 
your dedication in the weekly bulletin 
can be worded as you wish. If you would 
like to sponsor our summer flowers 
one week, please contact us online at 
brickchurch.org/memorialflowers. 
Thank you for helping to adorn our 
sanctuary to the glory of God.

Fall Admissions Season
Are you a Brick Church member 
who will be applying a child to the 
Brick Church School's Twos or Threes 
program in the fall for September 
2022 entry? Please email Farley Bills 
(fbills@brickchurch.org) your child’s 
full name, birthday and any questions 
or visit us online for more information. 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still 
join us this Sunday for worship online. 
Go to www.brickchurch.org and click 
the “Watch Live” button in the upper 
right-hand corner of our home page to 
view our Livestream feed.

Register for 8th Grade 
Confirmation Class
Registration for 8th Grade 
Confirmation Class is now open! 
For registration and information 
about the 2021-2022 Eighth Grade 
Confirmation Class, visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/confirmation/.
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Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us


