
—  t h e  o r d e r  o f  s e rv i c e  f o r  t h e  —
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

— eleven o’clock —

Vol. CXXXI  October 31, 2021    Number 63

welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Ruth 1:1-18   Hebrews 9:11-14
 Psalm 146:1-10   Mark 12:28-34



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

The Gathering
 
 Prelude                    Pipe Band from Piper’s Cove, Kearny, NJ

Colin Nisbet and Brian May, pipers
Greg Loewer, Jr., drummer

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Minute for Mission Lucy Phillips          
 
 Procession of the Tartans       Highland Cathedral   Ulrich Roever (1934–1997) 

and Michael Korb (b. 1960)

 Posting of the Tartans        

*Call to Worship  (adapted from Celtic Invocations, by Alexander Carmichael, 1899) 
Leader: This day we bend the knee to God, our great Chief,
People: Before whom the people of every tongue and clan and nation will one day 
bow.
Leader: Grant to us, Thou Savior of Glory,
People: The fear of God, and the love of God, and the will of God to do on earth 
at all times as the angels and saints do in heaven.
Leader: In the sight of the Father who created us,
People: In the sight of the Son who died for us,
Leader: In the sight of the Spirit who cleansed us,
People: Let us lift up our hearts and voices and worship God!

*Hymn 260                      A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein’ feste Burg

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer of Confession  
Count us not as nothing, O God, count us not as nothing, O Christ, count us not as 
nothing, O kind Spirit, nor abandon us to eternal loss. We confess our sins to You, 
Father, Son, and Spirit Holy. Compassionate God of life, Your kindly pardon give: 
for our careless talk, our broken oath, our empty speech; for all that we have left 
undone, for all that we have done amiss. Jesus, only-begotten Son and Lamb of God 
the Father, You gave the blood of Your body to save us from the grave. As we receive 
the Word and knowledge of Your forgiveness, enshield us, encircle us, each day, each 
night, each dark, each light. Uphold us, be our treasure, our triumph everlasting; 
strong Son of God most high.

 Silent Confession 

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922-1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 
four. Drop off   and 
pick up is located in 

the in the 2North and 
2South classrooms on 

the second floor. 

At our Kirkin’ service, 
we remember ancient 
times, as well as past 
and present kith and 

kin, while asking God’s 
help and blessings in the 

future through special 
music and a procession 

of bagpipes and tartans.

“When the congregation 
is assembled at the houre 

appointed, the minister 
exhorteth the people 
diligently to examine 

themselves, following in 
their hurtes the tenor of 

their words.”
The Book of Order, 1564

 Prayer of Confession
From The Book of 

Common Order of the 
Church of Scotland
 [Edinburgh: Saint 

Andrew Press], © 1994, 
Panel on Worship of the 

Church of Scotland.



 Assurance of Forgiveness
Leader: The Lord bless you and save you, the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be 
merciful unto you, the Lord turn His countenance towards you, and grant you His peace. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost 
be with you all.
People: So be it!

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, let 
us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 482  Lobe den Herren
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee;
Surely God's goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee.
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do,
Who with such love doth befriend thee.

The Word
 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                              Genesis 12:1-3 Richard  J. Porter  

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God!  

 Children’s Message

 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                              Joshua 3:14-17 Michael Reid

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Sermon                                              Two Crossings   Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
  

The Response

*Affirmation of Faith                      (From The Scots Confession of 1560, Chapter 16) 
As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we firmly believe that from 
the beginning there has been, now is, and to the end of the world shall be, one Kirk, that 
is to say, one company and multitude of [people] chosen by God, who rightly worship 
and embrace Him by true faith in Jesus Christ, who is the only Head of the Kirk, even as 
it is the body and spouse of Christ Jesus. This Kirk is catholic, that is, universal, because 
it contains the chosen of all ages, of all realms, nations, and tongues.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

The Affirmation of Faith 
today comes from The 
Book of Confessions, 3.01 
- The Scots Confession, 
Chapter 16.

The Assurance of 
Forgiveness today is 
based on the priestly 
blessing in Numbers 
6 and Paul’s blessing 
from 2 Corinthians 13 
and is found in John 
Knox’s 1556 The Forme 
of Prayers as such: The 
Lord blesse you, and saue 
you, the Lord make His 
face shyne vpon you, 
and be mercifull vnto 
you, the Lord turne His 
countenance towardes 
you, and graunt you His 
peace. The grace of our 
Lord Iesus Christ, the 
loue of God, and the 
communion of the holie 
ghoste, be with you all: so 
be it.

After the singing of the 
Congregational Response, 
all children are invited to 
come forward and sit on 
the chancel steps for the 
Children's Message.

Immediately following 
the Children’s Message 
children K5-7th grade 
are welcome to attend 
Children’s Church. 
Teachers will escort K5 
– 3rd grade to Watson 
Hall, and this is where 
parents should pick up 
following service. Teachers 
will escort 4th – 7th to 
the Carnegie Room on 
the 3rd Floor of the Parish 
House. Parent pickup is 
not required for this age 
group. 

Richard Porter is the 
First Vice President and 
Historian of St. Andrew's 
Society of the State of 
New York. 

Michael Reid is a Board 
Director of the American-
Scottish Foundation.



*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem                A New Song  James MacMillan (b. 1959)
O sing unto the Lord a new song, sing unto the Lord all the whole earth. Sing unto the 
Lord and praise His Name, be telling of his salvation from day to day. For He cometh to 
judge the earth, and with righteousness to judge the world and the people with His truth.

  Psalm 96:1–2, 13

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise 
God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication For our Offerings and Tartans
Leader: O God of all lands and seas for all generations, Your eternal presence weaves 
through the fabric of heaven and earth. You clothe us in Your mercy, and cover us with 
Your grace.
People: Like the generations before us, we are sustained by Your presence; And in 
Your hands, we find refuge and strength. Bless, we pray, our lives and these gifts 
that we offer in Your service.
Leader: God of all creation and creativity, we praise You for the beauty of tartans, and 
for the families they represent, of every tongue and tribe and nation.
People: We praise You, O God, for our rich traditions, and for the faith and wisdom 
given to us by generations past.
Leader: Lord, even as we are nourished by Your spirit of love and peace, we know that 
others are in need of Your care. We pray for … God of all, every place and every time, 
we praise You for the heritage of every land, from which we or our ancestors came. 
People:  We praise You, O God, for the blessings of  love received: from mothers 
and fathers, from friends and companions; from all who have drawn us close to 
Your side. Amen.

The Sending

*The Presentation of the Tartans
Leader: Bring forth the Tartans! Raise the Tartans!
People: We raise them up to God.
Leader: We raise these Tartans before Almighty God in appreciation of our heritage and 
ask God’s blessings on all His servants. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Lower the Tartans. Recess the Tartans. Please stand. 

*Hymn 280                   Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound New Britain

 Benediction and Choral Response

 Postlude                Prelude and Fugue in A Minor, BWV 543   Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685–1750) 

Benediction and  
Choral Response 

The final choral response 
in today’s service is an 
arrangement by Music 

Minister Raymond 
Nagem of the Skye Boat 

Song, a 19th-century 
Scottish ballad about the 

flight of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie following the 

1745 Jacobite uprising. 
Richard M. S. Irwin has 
written a sacred text for 

this familiar tune: “Spirit 
of God, unseen as the 

wind, Gentle as the dove; 
Touch us with love and 

teach us to sing Joy to 
you, Lord, above. Your 
voice the sound, heard 

in the wind, O’er fields 
and hills you sing; Now I 
can hear the joy, O Lord, 
the peace your song will 

bring.”

The Postlude
The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through 
the postlude, which is 

offered as a thanksgiving 
to God.

A New Song
James MacMillan’s 

music reflects his 
Scottish heritage, with 

unmistakable references 
to Gaelic psalm singing 

as well as bagpipe drones 
and embellishments. "A 
New Song" anticipates 
a time when God will 

come in glory to renew 
the earth. The hushed 

atmosphere of the opening 
and the silences between 
the notes lead us to wait 

in expectation. The choir 
seems to reach a high point 

at the announcement of 
Christ’s second coming 

(“For he cometh to judge 
the earth”), but instead, it 
is the organ that ends the 
piece, moving ever higher 

and higher toward that 
promised redemption. 



About The Brick Church 
 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two 
to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite 
you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments 
and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported 
a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian 
denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The 
Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. 
John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and 
in honor of Ellsworth Stanton.

1
next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

Thank you to our guests for participating in today's service!

St. Andrew's Society of the State of New York
Saint Andrew's Society of the State of New York provides charitable relief, academic opportunities, and 
fosters fellowship around a common Scottish heritage.

Founded in 1756, the Society embraces its original mission of helping Scots in need. Our charitable 
work in the New York and tristate communities is provided for directly by the membership. 

Members are vital to the success and growth of the Society and continue to celebrate Scotland and its 
culture contributing to the fabric and diversity of life in New York.

The American-Scottish Foundation
The American-Scottish Foundation®, was established in 1956 as a bridge between Scotland and the 
United States. Its mission is as important today as when founded by Lord Malcolm Douglas Hamilton.

ASF seeks to strengthen & support the future of the Scottish American community, its heritage and 
cultural legacy through social, cultural, educational, and business activities.



The Processional 
The Tartans 

Tartan and Pattern
Keith - Ancient  
MacBean - Modern
MacBeth - Ancient
Blair - Modern
Stirling - Bannockburn
Buchanan - Modern
MacLean - Duart
Matheson - Modern
MacDonald - Ancient
Gordon - Dress
Keith - Ancient
Farquharson - Modern
Lumsden - Modern
Maxwell
Ferguson - Ancient
Fraser - Ancient
Galloway - Modern
Shaw - Ancient
Kerr - Modern
Macfarlane - Ancient
Black Watch - Modern
MacRae - Ancient
Smith - Ancient
Scott - Modern
Gordon - Ancient
Elliot - Ancient
Rose - Modern
Mitchell - Modern
Kerr - Ancient
MacInness  - Ancient
Forbes - Modern
Davidson - Modern
Johnstone - Ancient
Munro - Modern
 

Tartan Donor
Susan Appleby
Jonathan Bean
Amanda Bellows
Nancy Blair
Bill Brewer
Allston Chapman
Jeff Clyde
Johanna Collins-Wood
Buddy Crutchfield
Ann Darmstaetter
Pam Dickson
Peggy Ellis
Helen Elmiger
Thomas and Wendy Evans
Pam Ferguson
Briggs Fraser
Judy Galloway
Charlie Higgins
William Abercrombie Kerr
Nancy Kyle
Cathy Leonhardt and Michael Urness
Robert McCrie
Jane Muqaddam
Scott Nicholls
Helen Pennoyer
Margaret Bearn and Margaret Pennoyer
Dave Rose
Christine Mitchell, Amanda Mitchell Vukic and Linda Simpson
Carla Kerr Stearns
Nancy Talcott
John Tuttle
Margo Van Cott
Maria Vitagliano
In honour of Ellsworth G. Stanton III



Understanding the Kirkin'  
Kirk is Scottish for church, and the Tartan, with its distinctive cross-lined patterns, represents Scottish clans, 
families, regions, and regiments. The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans was introduced in the United States by Reverend Dr. 
Peter Marshall on April 27, 1941 at New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Washington, DC. The ceremony was 
intended as a service of rededication to Scottish heritage and to historical devotion to God and country. 
 
Tartans: Perhaps no symbol is more associated with Scotland and Scottish history than the colorful traditions of 
Highland dress. The tradition of the tartan is ancient, and there are many references to it in early Scottish literature. 
Ancient tartans were described as “chequered” or “striped” or “sundrie coloured.” The basic pattern of the tartan 
is the sett, and a sett is repeated until the desired length of material is achieved. For centuries, tartans were part 
of the everyday attire of the Highland people, and it was there that their use continued and developed to become 
recognized as a symbol of clan kinship. Tartans are still being developed and registered with the Scottish Tartan 
Society. A specific tartan exists for those in the ministry and a red, white, and blue tartan was created for the 
Bicentennial of the United States in 1976. 
 
Beadle: During the Middle Ages and throughout the Reformation, ownership of a Bible was rare among the 
common people. Thus, the Bible of a Kirk was a treasured possession. The reverence toward sacred Scripture and 
the scarcity of Bibles led to the establishment of a special lay office within the Kirk, known as the Beadle. The 
Beadle, whose primary duty was to guard and protect the Bible, was usually elected by the Session of the Kirk. 
The beginning of Worship was marked by the reverent carrying of the Bible into the Kirk and its opening for the 
morning readings. As the Bible was carried by the Beadle into the Kirk the people stood in respect for the Holy 
Book. At the conclusion of Worship, the Beadle removed the Bible for safekeeping. 
 
Bagpipes: Although bagpipes are ancient and derive from several international sources, the instrument is most 
frequently associated as the national instrument of Scotland. It has been used for centuries in folk and military 
music. Clans took great pride in their pipers and the reputation of a clan was based in some extent on the abilities 
of its pipers. 
 
John Knox ~ Scottish Reformer: Knox studied under John Calvin (the father of Presbyterian Theology) in 
Geneva, Switzerland in the 1550’s. Upon returning to Scotland, he wrote the 1564 Book of Church Order 
and established the first Presbyterian churches. He also was the central theologian for the writing of The Scots 
Confession. The church spread to Ireland and immigrants from Scotland and Ireland brought the Presbyterian 
Church to America. 
 
Celtic Cross: The Celtic Cross has long been established with Celtic Christians who trace their origins to the 
earliest centuries of the Church. Notable examples of this form of the cross are found in Scotland, Wales, and 
Ireland. The design focuses attention on the head of the cross (the junction between the shaft and the crosspiece), 
which is enclosed within a circle. It is this circle which is the most distinctive and differentiating feature of the 
Celtic version. Although the significance is not known with certainty, it likely derives from a Constantinian symbol 
in which the Chi Rho monogram was surrounded by a golden crown. The circle as a representation of infinity is an 
emblem of eternal life in Christ’s victory over sin and death.
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Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Minister
The Rev. Adam D. Gorman, Associate Minister
The Rev. Caroline S. Unzaga, Interim Associate Minister
The Rev. Michael L. Lindvall, Pastor Emeritus
Luke Bultena, Denise Carrell, Richard Davis, Student Ministers

Ministry of music
Dr. Raymond Nagem, Minister of Music
Cristina Soto, Interim Director of Children’s Music
Isaac Lee, Wilson Family Sacred Music Intern

Chancel Choir
Sopranos: Hirona Amamiya, Gloria Bangiola, Hannah Goodman, Alina Lee, Tonna Miller-Vallés, Elizabeth van 
Os, Jennifer Wu Altos: Vianca Alejandra, Sónia Batten, Annmarie Errico, Erica Koehring, Melissa Raymond  
Tenors: Sean Clark, Johnny Maldonado, Ongama Mhlontlo, Jeffrey Taveras Basses: Anicet Castel, William S. 
Crutchfield III, Ned Hanlon, Daniel Hoy, Nathaniel Sullivan

Greeters
Liz Boehmler, Team Leader, Julie Chang, Team Leader, Preston Blankenship, Sean Breen, Allison Ayers Elliott, James 
Elliott, Sarah Bates Johnson, Jonas Kumpitch, Katy Pape, August Petrillo, Whitney Rothe. 

Ushers
Frederick Ehlert, Officer-in-Charge, Robert McCrie, Team Captain, Christopher Carrol, Maxime Guignand, Leigh 
Hoagland, Alex Li, Paul Shaum, Jonathan Stone, Christopher Wight, Anke Ehlert, Margaret Pennoyer, Helen Lynch.

Session
Bret M. Barasch, S. Michael Barnes, Amanda B. Bellows, Nicholas M. Berry, David M. Blais, Elizabeth Boehmler, 
Colette O. Bryce, Theodore D. Clement, William S. Crutchfield III, David Darst, Karen Fang,  Pamela Ferguson, 
Mimi Hah, Amanda Heath, Lindsay Higgins, Jill W. Lampe, David Morgan, Oliver T. Moses, Jane K. Muqaddam, 
Addison E. Nelson (Youth Elder), Caroline C. Pickering (Youth Elder), Margaret D. Stocker, Christopher Thorpe, 
Conor S. Tochilin, Cynthia Watson, Victor L. Wu, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-
Call Clerk of Session.

Deacons
Susan B. Appleby, Stephana Bottom, Julie T. Chang, Tenley L. Chepiga, Marilyn T. Dikkers, Mark E. Dingle, Luc M. 
Dowling, Sylvia A. Gower, Henry Greene, Maxime Guignand, Tiffany  Hoke, Amy E. Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Alexander 
W. King, Loren E. Kittilsen, Christopher Lanning, Marisa Leichtling, John P. Muller, Sam Puopolo, Christopher L. Randall, 
David R. Rose, Bill  Ryckman, Whitney Schwartz, Oscar T. Sloterbeck, Kristin S. Steen, Kate Thorpe (Youth Deacon).

Trustees
Charles S. Anderson, President, Kenneth W. Austin, Secretary, Henry C. Barkhorn III, Treasurer, David E. Barrett, 
Patrick D. Barrett, Jonathan S. Bean, Erik M. W. Caspersen, Kevin R. Greene, Cathy Leonhardt, Elizabeth Philipp, 
Richard D. Rippe, Katherine E. Stitch, Susan P. Webb. 



260 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God



280 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound


