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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Jeremiah 33:14-16   1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
 Psalm 25:1-10   Luke 21:25-36



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

bold typeface indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude          Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645        Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685–1750)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit    Matin Responsory  Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525–1594)
I look from afar, and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole 
earth. Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over 
thy people Israel? 

High and low, rich and poor, one with another, go you out to meet him and Say: Hear, 
O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, Tell us, art thou he that 
should come? 

Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to  reign over thy people Israel. Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

I look from afar ... 
 

*Lighting of the First Advent Candle  Clare and Caroline Pickering

*Hymn                     Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending Helmsley
(music on page five)

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 
 Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, in Your gracious presence, we confess our sin against You and our neighbor. 
Sometimes we act as if You are not among our thoughts, words, and deeds. In the business 
of our lives, we forget that You love justice, desire compassion, and are present in every 
moment. Come, Almighty Father; forgive and strengthen us. Come, Lord Jesus; deliver 
and teach us. Come, Holy Spirit; renew and guide us. 

 Kyrie 565 John Weaver (1937–2021)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 

four. Drop off and pick 
up is located in the in 

the 2North and 2South 
classrooms on the 

second floor. 

Kyrie 
The legendary organist 

John Weaver passed away 
in February 2021 at the 

age of 83. In addition to 
simultaneously chairing 
the organ departments 
at Curtis and Juilliard, 

he served as Director 
of Music at Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian 

for 35 years, from 
1970–2005. He served 
on the committee that 

created the blue hymnal 
we use today, and his 

compositions and 
arrangements feature 

prominently in it.

Lo, He Comes with 
Clouds Descending

These verses by Charles 
Wesley form one of the 
great Methodist hymns. 

The first verse makes 
reference to Revelation 
1:7, as well as to Jesus’ 

own statement in Mark 
14:62: “you will see the 

Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of the 

Power, and coming with 
the clouds of heaven.” 
Wesley’s imagery links 

Jesus’ birth at Christmas 
with his return at the 
second coming, and 

urges us to prepare our 
lives for both Advents. 

The broad, rolling tune, 
first published in 1763, 
is attributed to Thomas 

Olivers, who said that he 
based it on something 
he heard whistled in a 



*Congregational Response  Thaxted
O God beyond all praising, we worship You today, 
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at every gift You send, 
at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before You and wait upon Your Word, 
we honor and adore You, our great and mighty Lord. 

THE WORD

 Children’s Message

 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                           Luke 3:1-6 Michael Appleby   

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Sermon                           Christmas Notes: Every Valley   Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans

THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth; and in Jesus Christ 
God’s only son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He descended to the 
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, and will come again to judge the living and the 
dead, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813–1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

After the singing of the 
Congregational Response, 
all children are invited to 
come forward and sit on 
the chancel steps for the 
Children's Message. 

There will be no 
Children's Church or 
Sunday School today. 
Children K5 - 7th 
Grade will remain in the 
Sanctuary today. 
 



 Offertory Anthem     Strengthen Ye the Weak Hands  William H. Harris (1883–1973) 
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a 
fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come; he will come and save you. 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then shall the 
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing: for in the wilderness shall 
waters break out, and streams in the desert. The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad 
for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency 
of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.

O Savior of the world, who by thy Cross and precious Blood has redeemed us, save us and 
help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord.

Isaiah 35:1–6, Book of Common Prayer

*Doxology 542 v. 4 Tallis’ Canon
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Hymn 13                               Prepare the way, O Zion Bereden väg för Herran

 Benediction 

 Choral Response                  Aaronic Benediction  Julian Wachner (b. 1969)
 The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 

gracious to you; The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and grant you peace. Amen.
Numbers 6:24–26

 Postlude                     Praeludium in E Minor (The Lesser)    Nicolaus Bruhns 
(1665–1697)  

Postlude
Nicolaus Bruhns was a 
child prodigy who was 
known for astonishing 

musical feats – he could 
play the violin while 

accompanying himself 
on the organ pedals at 

the same time. He died 
at the age of only 31, 

leaving behind a small 
number of compositions, 

including five superb 
organ pieces. This 

Praeludium in E Minor 
opens with a stormy pedal 

solo, and ends with an 
equally dramatic series 

of chromatic chords; in 
between are a charming 
set of echo effects and a 
serious-minded fugue. 

The intense contrast and 
variety Bruhns achieves in 
this relatively short piece 

demonstrates why his 
contemporaries held him 

in such high regard.

The Postlude
The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through 
the postlude, which is 

offered as a thanksgiving 
to God.

Congregational Meeting
       The Session of the Brick Presbyterian Church in the City of New York and the Corporation 
of the Brick Presbyterian Church in the City of New York are calling a congregational meeting 
following the 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 5, 2021. The purpose of the 
meeting is to receive a report from the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee recommending 
a candidate for the position of Associate Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church in the City of 
New York and for the corporation to reelect two trustees.



The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
H. Peter Bedrick by his wife and family.

1
next sunday’s preacher will be a guest minister.

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending



Advent Season at Brick Church
 Join us as we celebrate this Advent Season!
November 28th | 11:00 AM | First Sunday of Advent
November 28th | 5:00 PM | Sunday Evening Service 
December 5th | 10:40 AM | Crèche Lighting
December 5th | 11:00 AM | Second Sunday of Advent and Children’s Advent Festival
December 5th | 6:30 PM | Park Avenue Tree Lighting
December 12th | 11:00 AM | Third Sunday of Advent and Cantata Service
December 12th | 5:00 PM | Stations of the Cradle 
December 19th | 11:00 AM | Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19th | 4:00 PM | Lessons and Carols 
December 24th | 4:00 PM | Christmas Pageant 
December 24th | 9:30 PM – Prelude Music
December 24th | 10:00 PM Christmas Eve Communion Service
December 25th | 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Communion Service 

The Brick Church Fair 
The Brick Church Fair, a long-standing tradition, will remain online through 
Dec. 1. Find great holiday gifts and help raise money to support the Brick 
Church Women's Association's outreach ministries! 

Men's Bible Study
Men's Bible study, taught by Rev. Evans, meets weekly on Thursday mornings. 
This will be a hybrid event; please join us in the Session Room or via Zoom at 
7:45 am. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 840 2566 4636 | Passcode: biblestudy

Women's Bible Study
Women's Bible study, taught by Rev. Unzaga, meets weekly on Thursday 
mornings. Please join this in-person study in the Session Room at  9:15 am.

The Brick Church Book Club 
The Club’s next meeting will be held at 7:00 pm as follows: 

December 6 | “The Bell Jar” by Sylvia Plath (Modern Class Novel)
At the home of Marilyn Dikkers, marilyndikkers@aol.com.

This week at 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please fill out 
the Fellowship Pad and a Visitor Card 
found in the Fellowship Pad folder in 
your pew so that we may contact you. 
Please also make a name tag using 
the tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
or other happenings to  Chanel 
Robertson (crobertson@brickchurch.
org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. Please wear 
your name tag so that we can greet 
each other by name. If you are a visitor, 
blank nametags can be found in the in 
the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew.

Giving
These programs are only possible 
with your contributions. Online 
donations may be made at www.
brickchurch.org/giving



Everyone is invited to attend, whether you have finished the book or not.  
However, please contact the respective hostess for each meeting you plan to 
attend. Given current health concerns, the Book Club asks that everyone who 
attends its meetings be fully vaccinated. 

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 
11 a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to 
register, please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Children's Sunday School
Children K5-7th grade are invited to participate in Children's Sunday School. 
Children will start in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. and will be 
guided to their rooms following the Children’s Message or Baptisms. Teachers 
will escort K5 – 3rd grade to Watson Hall, and this is where parents should 
pick up following service. Teachers will escort 4th – 7th to the Carnegie Room 
on the 3rd Floor of the Parish House. Parent pickup is not required for this age 
group. Registration is required (https://www.brickchurch.org/learn/children/
scs-registration/). There will be no Children's Sunday School on November 
28th

Adult Education 
Adult Education returns to in-person discussions on Sundays at 9:30am in the 
3rd Floor Living Room. For those who cannot join us in person, we will have 
the same Zoom link running so you can view the discussion. We look forward 
to seeing you all there. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 889 6544 7290 | Zoom Dial-in: (929) 205-6099

Join us as we get to know the student ministers in Adult Education over the 
next few weeks! We are excited to hear about their individual faith journeys 
as they discuss their paths to the ministry or other forms of planned 
Christian vocation.

Nov. 14 – Denise Carrell | Nov. 21 – Luke Bultena | Dec. 12 – Richard Davis

Parent's Morning Out
Parent's Morning Out is returning to in-person participation this fall! Moms, 
dads and grandparents with children ages 3 months to 2 years old are invited 
to join other parents, grandparents and their children for fellowship Tuesday 
mornings from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Living Room. If you are 
interested in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.
com) or Anna Bender-Zeckendorf (anna.bender.zeckendorf@gmail.com).

Brick Church Membership 
Interested in Brick Church Membership? Three times per year, The Brick 
Church hosts a series of membership meetings. At these informational 
meetings, neighbors, visitors and members can learn about Christian faith 
and worship, the Presbyterian tradition, and the history and life of The Brick 
Church. Anyone who wishes to join the church must attend all three meetings 
in the series. Our next series will begin on February 6, 2022. Please Sophie 
Carnegie at 212-289-4400 x 246 or by email at scarnegie@brickchurch.org if 
you plan to attend the meetings, or if you would like more information. 

Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook 
(Brick Presbyterian Church), 
and follow us on Twitter (@
BrickChurchNYC) and Instagram 
(@brickchurchnyc). When you are 
here at The Brick Church, tag us in 
your events and spread the word 
about our community! 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still 
join us this Sunday for worship online. 
Go to www.brickchurch.org and click 
the “Watch Live” button in the upper 
right-hand corner of our home page to 
view our Livestream feed.

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 
50 years! Due to Covid, classes are 
held via Zoom. The exercise classes 
are designed for Brick members and 
non-members to maintain or improve 
their health in a fun, safe way. In 
addition to a great workout, it’s a 
wonderful way to connect with one 
another. For more information go to 
https://www.brickchurch.org/keep-fit-
registration-2021/ or contact Angie at 
alobenhofer@brickchurch.org

Mondays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Tuesdays from 4:15 PM - 5:15 PM 

Thursdays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
(with some date exceptions)



62 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128
212-289-4400
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Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Minister
The Rev. Adam D. Gorman, Associate Minister
The Rev. Caroline S. Unzaga, Interim Associate Minister
The Rev. Michael L. Lindvall, Pastor Emeritus
Luke Bultena, Denise Carrell, Richard Davis, Student Ministers

Ministry of music
Dr. Raymond Nagem, Minister of Music
Cristina Soto, Interim Director of Children’s Music
Isaac Lee, Wilson Family Sacred Music Intern

Chancel Choir
Sopranos: Hirona Amamiya, Hannah Goodman, Christina Kay, Tonna Miller-Vallés, Elizabeth van Os, Jennifer Wu Altos: Annmarie Errico, 
Erica Koehring, Kim Leeds Tenors: Sean Clark, Johnny Maldonado, Remy Martin, Jeffrey Taveras Basses: Anicet Castel, Ned Hanlon, 
William S. Crutchfield III, Daniel Hoy, Nathaniel Sullivan

Greeters
Gail Crutchfield, Team Leader, March Chadwick, Marilyn Dikkers, David Killebrew, David Li, Liane McAllister, Kirsten Morgan, Elizabeth 
Phillip, Peggy Raub, Clark Reiner, Mario Verdolini.

Ushers
Frederick Ehlert, Officer-in-Charge, Robert McCrie, Team Captain, Christopher Carrol, Maxime Guignand, Leigh Hoagland, Alex Li, Paul Shaum, 
Jonathan Stone, Christopher Wight, Anke Ehlert, Margaret Pennoyer, Helen Lynch. 

Order of Saint Paul
Michael Appleby, Ethan Jung, Leah Lee, Holly Miller, and Caroline Pickering. 

Session
Bret M. Barasch, S. Michael Barnes, Amanda B. Bellows, Nicholas M. Berry, David M. Blais, Elizabeth Boehmler, Colette O. Bryce, Theodore D. 
Clement, William S. Crutchfield III, David Darst, Karen Fang,  Pamela Ferguson, Mimi Hah, Amanda Heath, Lindsay Higgins, Jill W. Lampe, 
David Morgan, Oliver T. Moses, Jane K. Muqaddam, Addison E. Nelson (Youth Elder), Caroline C. Pickering (Youth Elder), Margaret D. Stocker, 
Christopher Thorpe, Conor S. Tochilin, Cynthia Watson, Victor L. Wu, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-Call Clerk of 
Session.

Deacons
Susan B. Appleby, Stephana Bottom, Julie T. Chang, Tenley L. Chepiga, Marilyn T. Dikkers, Mark E. Dingle, Luc M. Dowling, Sylvia A. Gower, Henry Greene, 
Maxime C. Guignand, Tiffany  Hoke, Amy E. Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Alexander W. King, Loren E. Kittilsen, Christopher Lanning, Marisa Leichtling, John P. 
Muller, Sam Puopolo, Christopher L. Randall, David R. Rose, Bill  Ryckman, Whitney Schwartz, Oscar T. Sloterbeck, Kristin S. Steen, Kate Thorpe (Youth Deacon).

Trustees
Charles S. Anderson, President, Kenneth W. Austin, Secretary, Henry C. Barkhorn III, Treasurer, David E. Barrett, Patrick D. Barrett, Jonathan S. 
Bean, Erik M. W. Caspersen, Kevin R. Greene, Cathy Leonhardt, Elizabeth Philipp, Richard D. Rippe, Katherine E. Stitch, Susan P. Webb. 



13 Prepare the Way, O Zion 


