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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Jeremiah 31:7-14   Ephesians 1:3-14
 Psalm 147:12-20   John 1:(1-9) 10-18



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

bold typeface indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelud      Les bergers, from La Nativité du Seigneur       Olivier Messiaen (1908–1992)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit        Vom Himmel hoch, from Magnificat, BWV 243a  
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her. Ich bring’ euch gute neue Mär,
Der guten Mär bring ich so viel, Davon ich sing’n und sagen will.
From heaven above to earth I come To bear good news to every home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring Whereof I now will say and sing.

Martin Luther (1483–1546)
 

*Call to Worship
Leader: The Word became flesh and lived among us
People: And we have seen His glory.
Leader: The true light that enlightens everyone has come into the world.
People: Glory to God who has blessed us in Christ.
Leader: Glory to God forever.

*Hymn 53                                   What Child is This Greensleeves
 
 Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, we confess that we are a distracted people and forgetful of Your love. We make 
selfish choices, hurt each other, and perpetuate injustice in your world. We have sinned 
against You and are deeply sorry, and repent of our disregard of You, each other, and Your 
creation. By the power of Your Spirit, forgive, restore, and strengthen us to live in Your 
light and walk in Your truth; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response 28 v. 2  In dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 

four. Drop off and pick 
up is located in the in 

the YAR classroom, on 
the lower floor ("Y" on 

the elevator).

Hymn 28
“In dulci jubilo” is 

a medieval German 
hymn that mixes both 

German and Latin 
words together. During 

the time before the 
Reformation, when 

church services were held 
in Latin, which most 

people could not speak 
or understand, songs and 

carols like this were an 
important teaching tool 

to explain theological 
concepts to the faithful. 

Folklore attributes 
this carol to Heinrich 

Seuse (1295–1366), 
a Dominican monk 

and mystic, who had a 
vision of angels singing 

and joined them in a 
dance of worship. The 
English version in our 

hymnal is by the scholar 
John Mason Neale 

(1818–1866), who also 
translated “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel.”

Children K5+ will remain 
with us in the sanctuary 

today, as there is no 
Children's Worship today. 



THE WORD

 Children’s Message

 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                             John 1:1–18   Denise Carrell   

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Sermon                                         In the Beginning  Rev. Adam D. Gorman

THE RESPONSE
 Offertory Anthem                      O Holy Night Adolphe Adam (1803–1856) 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope! The weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine! O night when Christ was born. 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, Here came the wise men from Orient land, 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, In all our trials born to be our friend; 
He knows our need—to our weakness no stranger! Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 

Placide Cappeau (1808–1887), trans. John Sullivan Dwight (1813–1893)  

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation

Gradual Hymn 519 v.1                  Thee We Adore       Adoro te devote
Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, Who at this blessed feast art pleased to be; Both flesh 
and Spirit in Thy presence fail, Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail.

    Thomas Aquinas (c.1225–1274)  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

*Gloria 23 v.1                              Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria 
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Hymn 23
The long, cascading 
runs on the word 
“Gloria” are called 
melismas, meaning 
that one syllable of 
the text is stretched 
out over multiple 
notes of music. This is 
normally a feature of 
solo and choral music, 
and it’s unusual for a 
congregational hymn 
to include such a long 
string of notes on 
the same word. The 
refrain represents the 
endless song of the 
angels, which is clearly 
distinguished from 
the syllabic, “human” 
music of the first two 
lines. `Take a deep 
breath when you get 
there, and have fun 
singing it!



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Holy Communion
 

 Communion Anthem                Ave verum corpus Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756–1791)

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine, vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine: 
Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine. Esto nobis prægustatum in mortis examine.
Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary, which truly suffered on the cross for humankind; 
from whose pierced side flowed water and blood. 
Be our foretaste of heaven in the trial of death. 

Attributed to Pope Innocent VI (c. 1362)

Prayer after Communion

THE SENDING

*Hymn 46                            On This Day Earth Shall Ring Personent hodie  

 Benediction and Choral Response        

 Postlude                                   Noël étranger    Louis-Claude Daquin (1694–1772) 
  

Ave verum corpus
Mozart wrote this 

miniature gem not for 
the glittering court of 

Vienna, or the imposing 
cathedral of Salzburg, but 

for a small-town church 
choir in the spa town of 

Baden. While visiting 
Baden with his wife 

Constanze in the summer 
of 1791, he dashed off 

this  communion motet 
on a single sheet of 

paper for his friend and 
colleague Anton Stoll. 

In just three minutes of 
music for a tiny ensemble, 

without any grand 
gestures, Mozart achieves 

an emotional depth that is 
still captivating after two 

centuries. 

The Postlude
The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through 
the postlude, which is 

offered as a thanksgiving 
to God.



The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as 
found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission 
to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city 
of New York. Our response can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we 
celebrate the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual 
development, Christian education and witness to our community, which will be evidenced on 
a daily basis not only among church members but also in our outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 
 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age 
two to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We 
invite you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints 
elders to serve as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees 
when elected or appointed. The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough 
assessments and apportionments and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery 
mission, the church has traditionally supported a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York 
City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian denomination has been strong and supportive 
over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The Brick Church have served as 
moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. John Rogers, 
the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of K.O. Parker.
1

next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Caroline S. Unzaga.



Men's Bible Study
Men's Bible study, taught by Rev. Evans, meets weekly on Thursday mornings. 
This will be a hybrid event; please join us in the Session Room or via Zoom at 
7:45 am. There will be no Bible study on December 30th nor January 6th, due 
to the holidays. The study will resume on January 13th and will be will begin 
a study based off of the book Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian 
in Community, written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Reach out to Sophie Carnegie 
(scarnegie@brickchurch.org) for more details or to be added to the Men's Bible 
Study distribution list. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 840 2566 4636 | Passcode: biblestudy

Women's Bible Study
Women's Bible study, taught by Rev. Unzaga, meets weekly on Thursday 
mornings. Please join this in-person study in the Session Room at  9:15 am.  
There will be no Bible study on December 30th nor January 6th, due to the 
holidays. The study will resume on January 13th. Reach out to Jeff Shayne 
(jshayne@brickchurch.org) for more details or to be added to the Women's 
Bible Study distribution list. 

New Monday Night Bible Study in 2022!
We find ourselves in a time of confusion, fear and increasing violence. Not 
dissimilar to the time during which John wrote the book of Revelation. As 
we learn more about the book of Revelation and the meaning of its fantastic 
images, we will discover an ever-enduring message of hope that translates into 
our life of faith! 
Join us as we dive in to the book of Revelation and the hope it offers us beginning 
on Monday, January 10th at 7:00 PM. This will be a hybrid Bible study. We 
will meet weekly each Monday at 7:00 PM in the Session Room and via Zoom.
Email Sophie Carnegie at scarnegie@brickchurch.org to be added to the 
Monday Night Bible Study distribution list. Can’t wait to see you there!

Zoom Meeting ID: 878 4897 7698 | Password: monday

This week at 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please fill out 
the Fellowship Pad and a Visitor Card 
found in the Fellowship Pad folder in 
your pew so that we may contact you. 
Please also make a name tag using 
the tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
or other happenings to  Chanel 
Robertson (crobertson@brickchurch.
org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. Please wear 
your name tag so that we can greet 
each other by name. If you are a visitor, 
blank nametags can be found in the in 
the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew.

Giving
These programs are only possible 
with your contributions. Online 
donations may be made at www.
brickchurch.org/giving



The 78th Dinner Dance & Silent Auction
(Feb. 11th)
Brick Church is excited to host the 78th Annual Dinner Dance and Silent 
Auction on February 11th at 6:30 PM. This is a Black Tie event and will take 
place at The Union Club (101 East 69th Street). Tickets are $290 per person 
and you may register at brickchurch.org/dinnerdance. We'd love to see you 
there, get your tickets today! 

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 
11 a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to 
register, please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Adult Education | Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday morning Adult Education will start up again in one week.  To begin the 
New Year, we will conduct a “Faith Check-Up” based on Micah 6:6-8 and spice 
up our interactions with memorable short readings from Job. Such a choice as 
these Biblical sources should lead to a fascinating and deep discussion. Check 
the email blast mid-week for a worksheet that can make you feel more prepared 
ahead of time.

Each of the following four Sundays, we will focus on one of four surprises in 
The Book of Job to learn what really exists in the text rather than what one 
might have always assumed was there.  All are welcome to any and all of these 
gatherings to explore The Word in Scripture.     

January 9 – A New Year’s Faith Check-Up
January 23, 30, February 6, 13 –Four Surprises in the Book of Job

In-person (3rd Floor Living Room) and via Zoom 
Zoom Meeting ID: 889 6544 7290 | Zoom Dial-in: (929) 205-6099

Parent's Morning Out
Parent's Morning Out has returned! Moms, dads and grandparents with children 
ages 3 months to 2 years old are invited to join other parents, grandparents and 
their children for fellowship Tuesday mornings from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd 
Floor Living Room. If you are interested in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com) or Anna Bender-Zeckendorf (anna.bender.
zeckendorf@gmail.com).

Brick Church Membership 
Interested in Brick Church Membership? Three times per year, The Brick 
Church hosts a series of membership meetings. Our next series will begin on 
February 6, 2022. Please contact Sophie Carnegie at 212-289-4400 x 246 or 
by email at scarnegie@brickchurch.org if you plan to attend the meetings, or if 
you would like more information. 

Sunday Worship Youth Reader
We are looking for 5th - 8th graders to read scripture during worship service 
on the fourth Sunday of each month. Reader spots will be available on a first-
come-first-serve basis, so claim your spot soon! Should you have any questions 
or if your child would like to participate, please contact the Beadle, Christopher 
Allen at Christopher.L.Allen@gmail.com. 

Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook 
(Brick Presbyterian Church), 
and follow us on Twitter (@
BrickChurchNYC) and Instagram 
(@brickchurchnyc). When you are 
here at The Brick Church, tag us in 
your events and spread the word 
about our community! 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still 
join us this Sunday for worship online. 
Go to www.brickchurch.org and click 
the “Watch Live” button in the upper 
right-hand corner of our home page to 
view our Livestream feed.

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 
50 years! Due to Covid, classes are 
held via Zoom. The exercise classes 
are designed for Brick members and 
non-members to maintain or improve 
their health in a fun, safe way. In 
addition to a great workout, it’s a 
wonderful way to connect with one 
another. For more information go to 
https://www.brickchurch.org/keep-fit-
registration-2021/ or contact Angie at 
alobenhofer@brickchurch.org

Mondays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Tuesdays from 4:15 PM - 5:15 PM 

Thursdays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
(with some date exceptions)
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53 What Child Is This



46 On This Day Earth Shall Ring


