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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Zephaniah 3:14-20   Philippians 4:4-7
 Isaiah 12:2-6   Luke 3:7-18



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

bold typeface indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                Praeludium on “Veni Emmanuel”      Leo Sowerby (1895–1968)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit        Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  17th-century French carol 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand; Ponder nothing earthly 
minded, For with blessing in His hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, Our full 
homage to demand.

Liturgy of St. James
 

*Lighting of the Third Advent Candle  The Yared Family
Heavenly Father, creator of the world, thank you for the promise of joy. Guide us as we 
prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ, who brings light to the world. Amen.   

*Hymn 1                               Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Stuttgart

Prayer of Adoration  and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 
 Prayer of Confession  

O God, we long to be wise. We often lean into our own understanding. We look inward for 
the answers. But You, O God are the source of all wisdom. You, O God, are the source of 
all peace. Forgive us, as we try to speed along Your hand. Forgive us as we try to formulate 
knowledge independent of You. Forgive us as this inward focus all too often causes us to 
forget others: those we are called to love. See us now, O God. Hear our voice. Know our 
hearts. We seek your mercy. 

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  Thaxted
O God beyond all praising, we worship You today, 
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at every gift You send, 
at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before You and wait upon Your Word, 
we honor and adore You, our great and mighty Lord. 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 

four. Drop off and pick 
up is located in the in 

the 2North and 2South 
classrooms on the 

second floor. 

Immediately following 
the Baptism, children K5-
7th grade are welcome to 

attend Children’s Church. 
Teachers will escort K5 – 

3rd grade to Watson Hall, 
and this is where parents 
should pick up following 

service. Teachers will 
escort 4th – 7th to the 
Carnegie Room on the 
3rd Floor of the Parish 

House. Parent pickup is 
not required for this age 

group. 



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
 Presentation

The child being baptized today is:

Mark Joseph Cashia
Child of Matthew Griffin Cashia & Melody Cashia 

Elders Pamela Ferguson and Helen Pennoyer will assist with today’s baptism.

 Hymn 498 v.1-2                   Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Kingdom
Please remain seated.

Child of blessing, child of promise, Baptized with the Spirit’s sign, 
With this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 

Child of love, our love’s expression, loves creation, loved indeed!
Fresh from God, refresh our spirits, into joy and laughter lead. 

 Baptismal Questions and Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise...

 Baptisms

 Blessing and Welcome

 Hymn 498 v.3-4                    Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Kingdom
Please remain seated.

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God’s you are, from God you came. 
Back to God we humbly give you: Live as one who bears Christ’s name. 

Child of God, your loving Parent, Learn to listen for God’s call. 
Grow to laugh and sing and worship, Trust and love God more than all.

THE WORD
 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                             Isaiah 11:1-9 Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Musical Proclamation of the Word  
O Sapientia Gregorian Chant
O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti, attingens a fine usque ad finem, fortiter 
suaviterque disponens omnia: Veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.
O Wisdom, which came forth from the mouth of the Most High, reaching from one 
end of the earth to the other, mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come to teach 
us the way of wisdom.

Advent is the most 
musical of seasons. Again 
and again in the Bible, 
those who prophesied the 
coming of the Messiah 
lifted their voices beyond 
ordinary speech into 
poetry and song. From 
the lyrical words of the 
prophets Isaiah, Amos, 
Joel, and Micah, to the 
words of John the Baptist, 
to the canticles (“little 
songs”) of Zechariah, to 
Mary’s Magnificat, and 
finally to the song of the 
angels at Bethlehem, 
Jesus’ birth was heralded 
by music. 

The sequence of 
“O Antiphons” was 
composed by anonymous 
priests and monks 
working in Rome around 
the sixth century. In the 
Catholic Church, they 
are meant to be sung at 
Vespers (evening worship) 
on the seven days before 
Christmas Eve, from 
December 17 to 23. Each 
one begins by calling on 
God with the invocation 
“O,” and each one focuses 
on a different aspect of 
the divine. Likewise, each 
one ends with a specific 
request: “Come and …”

While several composers 
have written complete 
settings of all seven 
antiphons, today’s service 
presents seven different 
composers, each with a 
unique voice. The first 
antiphon, “O Sapientia,” 
is sung in Gregorian 
chant, in homage to 
those anonymous singers 
who first created these 
texts. “O Adonai” is 
by Roderick Williams, 
a British composer of 
West Indian descent. 
His writing evokes the 
unearthly shimmering 
of the Burning Bush and 
Moses’ shining face at 
Mount Sinai. Williams 
originally wrote the solo 
part for himself to sing.



O Adonai Roderick Williams (b. 1965) 
O Adonai, et dux domus Israel, qui Moysi in igne flammae rubi apparuisti, et ei in Sina 
legem dedisti: Veni ad redimendum nos in brachio extento.
O Lord and leader of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the fire of the 
burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai: Come to redeem us with outstretched 
arm.

O Radix Jesse Healey Willan (1880–1968) 
O Root of Jesse, who standest for an ensign of the people, before whom kings shall keep 
their silence, to whom the nations shall offer their petitions: Come to deliver us; wait not 
any longer.
O radix Jesse, qui stas in signum populorum, super quem continebunt reges os 
suum, quem gentes deprecabuntur: Veni ad liberandum nos, jam noli tardare.

O Clavis David Vytautas Miškinis (b. 1954) 
O Clavis David, et sceptrum domus Israel; qui aperis, et nemo claudit; claudis, et nemo 
aperit: Veni, et educ vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in tenebris, et umbra mortis.
O Key of David, and scepter of the House of Israel, who opens, and no one can 
shut; who shuts, and no one can open: Come and lead the prisoners out of prison, 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

O Oriens Cecilia McDowall (b. 1951) 
O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae, et sol justitiae: Veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et 
umbra mortis.
O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: Come and 
enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

O Rex gentium Claudio Merulo (1533–1604) 
O Rex gentium, et desideratus earum, lapisque angularis, qui facis utraque unum: Veni, 
et salva hominem, quem de limo formasti.
O King and desire of the nations, the cornerstone uniting many into one: Come and 
save the human race, which you fashioned out of clay.

O Emmanuel Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 
O Emmanuel, Rex et legifer noster, exspectatio gentium, et Salvator earum: Veni ad 
salvandum nos, Domine, Deus noster. 
O Emmanuel, our King and our lawgiver, the hope of the nations and their Savior:
Come to save us, O Lord our God.

THE RESPONSE
 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

“O Radix Jesse” is a gentle 
setting by the English 

composer Healey Willan, 
who worked for many 

years in Toronto, while 
“O Oriens” by Cecilia 

McDowall, one of today’s 
leading English composers, 

paints a musical picture 
of sunrise breaking over a 

landscape of deep darkness.

Vytautas Miškinis is from 
Lithuania. He has written 

a large number of works 
for choirs, especially for 
childrens’ choirs, and he 
says that he is drawn to 

Latin texts, which for him 
have a unique poetry and 
speak to universal ideals. 

Claudio Merulo lived and 
worked in Italy during 

the late Renaissance. He 
was organist at St.Mark’s 

Basilica in Venice for more 
than twenty-five years, 

from 1557 to 1584. His 
“O Rex gentium” is written 

for six voices, including 
two bass parts, giving it a 
particularly serious tone. 

Bob Chilcott’s setting of 
“O Emmanuel” brings us 

full circle to the flowing 
rhythms of Gregorian 

chant, but this time richly 
harmonized. You can 

hear in this music a deep 
longing for a better world, 

when the perfection of 
God’s justice and mercy 
will be realized on earth.

After the choir sings these 
settings of the antiphons, 

the whole congregation 
responds with “O Come, 

O Come Emmanuel,” 
whose words are an 

English version of the O 
Antiphons. As we join to 

sing this familiar hymn, we 
share in our expectation 
of three Advents: Jesus’ 

birth at Bethlehem, Jesus’ 
entry into our own hearts, 
and Jesus’ coming again in 

glory at the end of time.



*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Hymn                  O come, O come, Emmanuel  Veni Emmanuel 
(music on page six)

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Hymn 22                          Angels from the Realms of Glory Regent Square 

 Benediction 

 Choral Response                  Aaronic Benediction  Julian Wachner (b. 1969)
 The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious 

to you; The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and grant you peace. Amen.
Numbers 6:24–26

 Postlude           Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne in C Major, BuxWV 137
  Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637–1707)

The Postlude
The congregation is 
invited to continue 
worshiping through 
the postlude, which is 
offered as a thanksgiving 
to God.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
A. Alex Porter Jr. by his nieces Alexis Boehmler, Jean Boehmler Reynolds and Liz Boehmler.

1
next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.



O come, O come, Emmanuel



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you are 
our honored guest! Please fill out the 
Fellowship Pad and a Visitor Card found 
in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please also 
make a name tag using the tags in the 
folder so that we can welcome you by 
name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
or other happenings to  Chanel 
Robertson (crobertson@brickchurch.
org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The Brick 
Church! Visit us online at brickchurch.
org/mailinglist to subscribe and receive 
our weekly emails.

Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, tag 
us in your events and spread the word 
about our community! 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still join 
us this Sunday for worship online. Go 
to www.brickchurch.org and click the 
“Watch Live” button in the upper right-
hand corner of our home page to view 
our Livestream feed.

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. Please wear your 
name tag so that we can greet each other 
by name. If you are a visitor, blank 
nametags can be found in the in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew.

Advent Season at Brick Church
 Join us as we celebrate this Advent Season!
December 19th | 11:00 AM | Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19th | 4:00 PM | Lessons and Carols 
December 24th | 4:00 PM | Christmas Pageant 
December 24th | 9:30 PM – Prelude Music
December 24th | 10:00 PM Christmas Eve Communion Service
December 25th | 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Communion Service 

Advent Season with Church of the Living Hope 
Brick Church is excited to spend this Advent Season celebrating with The Church 
of the Living Hope! We will be sharing Wednesday Evening Chapel services with 
our dear friends for the month of December. Please see the schedule below and 
make plans to attend services. Let’s show our guests a warm welcome on the 
dates they commute to Brick, and help us support our neighboring church with 
gratitude on the dates they open their doors to us! Church of the Living Hope is 
located at: 161 E 104th St, New York, NY 10029

Wednesday, December 1st, 6:00 PM| Service at Brick Church 
Wednesday, December 8th, 6:00 PM | Service at Church of the Living Hope
Wednesday, December 15th, 6:00 PM | Service at Brick Church
Wednesday, December 22nd, 6:00 PM | Service at Church of the Living Hope

Men's Bible Study
Men's Bible study, taught by Rev. Evans, meets weekly on Thursday mornings. 
This will be a hybrid event; please join us in the Session Room or via Zoom at 
7:45 am. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 840 2566 4636 | Passcode: biblestudy

Women's Bible Study
Women's Bible study, taught by Rev. Unzaga, meets weekly on Thursday 
mornings. Please join this in-person study in the Session Room at  9:15 am.

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 11 
a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to register, 
please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Children's Sunday School
Children K5-7th grade are invited to participate in Children's Sunday School. 
Children will start in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. and will be 
guided to their rooms following the Children’s Message or Baptisms. Teachers 
will escort K5 – 3rd grade to Watson Hall, and this is where parents should 
pick up following service. Teachers will escort 4th – 7th to the Carnegie Room 
on the 3rd Floor of the Parish House. Parent pickup is not required for this age 
group. Registration is required (https://www.brickchurch.org/learn/children/scs-
registration/). 
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1 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus



22 Angels, from the Realms of Glory


