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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Micah 5:2-5a   Psalm 80:1-7
 Luke 1:46b-55   Hebrews 10:5-10

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)  
 



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

bold typeface indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude          Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele, BWV 654      Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685–1750)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit                   Resonet in laudibus   Jacob Handl (1550–1591) 
Resonet in laudibus, cum jucundis plausibus, Sion cum fidelibus apparuit quem genuit  
Maria. Sunt impleta quae praedixit Gabriel. Eia, eia, virgo Deum genuit, quod divina 
voluit clementia. Hodie apparuit, apparuit in Israel, ex Maria virgine est natus Rex.
Let praises resound with joyful applause, Zion together with the faithful: 
he has appeared who was borne by Mary. The things are fulfilled which Gabriel 
foretold. Hurrah, hurrah, God is born of a virgin, which divine mercy willed. Today he 
has appeared in Israel; from the Virgin Mary is born a King.

14th-century German carol
 

*Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle  Marilyn Dikkers and David Killebrew
Heavenly Father, creator of the world, thank you for the promise of love. Guide us as we 
prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ, who brings light to the world.  Amen.

*Hymn 16                      The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Gabriel’s Message

Prayer of Adoration  and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 
 Prayer of Confession  

O Holy God, our Advent waiting is a confession. We wait for a Messiah because the proud 
are still powerful, the mighty are still exalted, and hungry people stand unheard at the door.  
We wait for Your incarnation in human form because we have not recognized You in our 
sister, we have not loved You in our brother, we have not served You in our neighbor. In the 
stillness of Advent, love and light, heal us and make us new through the good tidings of 
Your presence in our lives. Amen.

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 

four. Drop off and pick 
up is located in the in 

the YAR classroom, on 
the lower floor ("Y" on 

the elevator). 

Hymn 16
Sabine Baring-Gould, 

who translated this 
carol into English, was 
variously “an Anglican 

priest, hagiographer, 
antiquarian, novelist, folk 
song collector and eclectic 
scholar.” He suffered from 
ill-health most of his life, 
but he certainly retained 

his ability to write, 
with more than 1,240 

publications to his credit. 
Baring-Gould probably 
heard this song sung as 

a child on vacation in 
Spain. It paints a picture 
of the Annunciation and 
the Magnificat as a lively, 

buoyant dialogue between 
Mary and the angel 

Gabriel.



*Congregational Response  Thaxted
O God beyond all praising, we worship You today, 
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder at every gift You send, 
at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before You and wait upon Your Word, 
we honor and adore You, our great and mighty Lord. 

THE WORD

 Children’s Message

 Prayer for Illumination and 
 Scripture Lesson                            Luke 1:39-56 Michael Appleby

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Sermon                                            Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
Christmas Notes: The Voice of the People is the Voice of God

THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith) 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; in Him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible. All things have 
been created through Christ and for Him. Christ Himself is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. Christ is head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, 
the firstborn of the dead, so that Christ might come to have first place in everything.
For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him God was 
pleased to reconcile all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through 
the blood of His cross. Amen.

*Gloria Gloria
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

After the singing of the 
Congregational Response, 
all children are invited to 
come forward and sit on 
the chancel steps for the 
Children's Message.

Immediately following 
the Children's Message, 
children K5-7th grade 
are welcome to attend 
Children’s Church. 
Teachers will escort K5 – 
3rd grade to Watson Hall, 
and this is where parents 
should pick up following 
service. Teachers will 
escort 4th – 7th to the 
Carnegie Room on the 
3rd Floor of the Parish 
House. Parent pickup is 
not required for this age 
group. 

Advent Season
“Advent” means “coming” 
or “arrival.” During the 
season of Advent, we 
celebrate Christ’s coming 
into the world and watch 
with expectant hope 
for his coming again. 
In its historical origins, 
the season of Advent 
was patterned after the 
season of Lent, a six-
week period of penitence 
and preparation for 
Easter. Similarly, the four 
weeks of Advent present 
an opportunity for 
communal discernment 
and personal examination, 
as the church prepares to 
celebrate the Nativity of 
the Lord and looks with 
hope for Christ’s return.



 Offertory Anthem                    Tell Out, My Soul  David Hurd (b. 1950) 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
done; His mercy sure, from age to age to same; His holy Name—the Lord, the Mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord To children’s children and for evermore!

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926)

*Doxology 542 v. 4 Tallis’ Canon
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 
THE SENDING

*Hymn 38                          It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol 

 Benediction 

 Choral Response                  Aaronic Benediction  Julian Wachner (b. 1969)
 The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 

gracious to you; The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and grant you peace. Amen.
Numbers 6:24–26

 Postlude             Praeludium in E Minor (The Greater)   Nicolaus Bruhns (1665–1697)

Hymn 38 
“It Came Upon the 

Midnight Clear” was 
written in 1849 by 

Edmund Sears, pastor of 
the Unitarian Church in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, 

and set to music the 
following year. Sears was 

suffering from burnout and 
depression, and further 

discouraged by recent news 
of the 1848 revolutions in 
Europe and the Mexican-
American War. His words 

interpret the angels’ message 
of “peace on earth” in strong 
and explicit anti-war terms. 

An additional verse not 
included in our hymnal 

reads: “Yet with the woes of 
sin and strife the world has 
suffered long; Beneath the 

angel-strain have rolled two 
thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, 
hears not the love-song 

which they bring; O hush 
the noise, ye men of strife, 
and hear the angels sing.”

The Postlude
Two weeks ago, on the 

first Sunday of Advent, the 
postlude was the “Lesser” 

Praeludium in E Minor 
by Nicolaus Bruhns. 

Today’s postlude is Bruhns’ 
“Greater” praeludium 

in the same key, one of 
the grandest and most 

impressive organ works of 
the seventeenth century. 

Listen for the different 
ways in which Bruhns uses 

silence, especially in the 
final fugue, to create a sense 

of expectation – a mood 
which is perfectly suited to 

Advent.

Tell Out, My Soul 
David Hurd is Organist and 
Music Director at St. Mary 
the Virgin in Times Square, 

and a brilliant composer who 
has written much wonderful 

music, especially for choir 
and organ. The words to 
this anthem are a poetic 

paraphrase of the Magnificat. 
The author, Timothy 

Dudley-Smith, has written 
many hymns, including 

#517 and #531 in our blue 
hymnal, but “Tell Out, My 

Soul” was his first effort, 
written while he was still a 

university student. 



The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Dr. Alexander Gordon Bearn and Clarence W. and Emma Elliot Slocum 

by Margaret Slocum Bearn and the Russell P. Pennoyer family.
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next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Adam D. Gorman.

About The Brick Church 
 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age 
two to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We 
invite you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints 
elders to serve as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees 
when elected or appointed. The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough 
assessments and apportionments and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery 
mission, the church has traditionally supported a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York 
City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian denomination has been strong and supportive 
over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The Brick Church have served as 
moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. John Rogers, 
the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word 
of God as found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue 
its historic mission to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the 
Presbyterian tradition in the city of New York. Our response can be witnessed in 
the transformed lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed 
by Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian 
education and witness to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis 
not only among church members but also in our outreach to the broader world.



Advent Season at Brick Church
 Join us as we celebrate this Advent Season!
December 19th | 4:00 PM | Lessons and Carols 
December 24th | 4:00 PM | Christmas Pageant 
December 24th | 9:30 PM – Prelude Music
December 24th | 10:00 PM Christmas Eve Communion Service
December 25th | 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Communion Service 

Advent Season with Church of the Living Hope 
Brick Church is excited to spend this Advent Season celebrating with The 
Church of the Living Hope! We will be sharing Wednesday Evening Chapel 
services with our dear friends for the month of December. Please see the 
schedule below and make plans to attend services. Let’s show our guests a 
warm welcome on the dates they commute to Brick, and help us support our 
neighboring church with gratitude on the dates they open their doors to us! 
Church of the Living Hope is located at: 161 E 104th St, New York, NY 10029

Wednesday, December 1st, 6:00 PM| Service at Brick Church 
Wednesday, December 8th, 6:00 PM | Service at Church of the Living Hope
Wednesday, December 15th, 6:00 PM | Service at Brick Church
Wednesday, December 22nd, 6:00 PM | Service at Church of the Living Hope

WNDP on a Sunday! (Today, December 19)
Let’s build some Christmas Cheer for NCS! Calling all volunteers in High 
School, College, and beyond! On Sunday, December 19th at 12:15 P.M., 
come to Watson Hall Kitchen to put together a WNDP on a Sunday. We'll 
cook and prepare over 40 meals for residents of Neighborhood Coalition 
for Shelter (NCS). Once we have completed the meals, we'll bag them and 
walk them down to NCS for all the residents enjoy. Please RSVP to Adam 
Gorman so we know who to expect and so we can provide some lunch for 
ourselves while we work. Can’t wait to see you and serve our friends together!

This week at 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please fill out 
the Fellowship Pad and a Visitor Card 
found in the Fellowship Pad folder in 
your pew so that we may contact you. 
Please also make a name tag using 
the tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
or other happenings to  Chanel 
Robertson (crobertson@brickchurch.
org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The Brick 
Church! Visit us online at brickchurch.
org/mailinglist to subscribe and receive 
our weekly emails.

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. Please wear 
your name tag so that we can greet 
each other by name. If you are a visitor, 
blank nametags can be found in the in 
the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew.

Giving
These programs are only possible with 
your contributions. Online donations 
may be made at www.brickchurch.
org/giving



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news and 
events through our social media channels. 
Like us on Facebook (Brick Presbyterian 
Church), and follow us on Twitter (@
BrickChurchNYC) and Instagram (@
brickchurchnyc). When you are here at 
The Brick Church, tag us in your events and 
spread the word about our community! 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still join 
us this Sunday for worship online. Go 
to www.brickchurch.org and click the 
“Watch Live” button in the upper right-
hand corner of our home page to view 
our Livestream feed.

Sunday Flowers
Are you or any of your loved ones 
celebrating an anniversary or a birthday 
during these summer months? If so, would 
you consider sponsoring the flowers in 
our sanctuary in celebration of the event? 
This is a lovely way to mark any significant 
occasion in your life, and your dedication 
in the weekly bulletin can be worded as 
you wish. If you would like to sponsor 
our summer flowers one week, please 
contact us online at brickchurch.org/
memorialflowers. Thank you for helping to 
adorn our sanctuary to the glory of God.

Brick Church 
Membership 
Interested in Brick Church Membership? 
Three times per year, The Brick Church 
hosts a series of membership meetings. At 
these informational meetings, neighbors, 
visitors and members can learn about 
Christian faith and worship, the 
Presbyterian tradition, and the history 
and life of The Brick Church. Anyone 
who wishes to join the church must 
attend all three meetings in the series. 
Our next series will begin on February 
6, 2022. Please contact Sophie Carnegie 
at 212-289-4400 x 246 or by email at 
scarnegie@brickchurch.org if you plan to 
attend the meetings, or if you would like 
more information. 

New Monday Night Bible Study in 2022!
We find ourselves in a time of confusion, fear and increasing violence. Not 
dissimilar to the time during which John wrote the book of Revelation. As we learn 
more about the book of Revelation and the meaning of its fantastic images, we 
will discover an ever-enduring message of hope that translates into our life of faith! 
 
Join us as we dive in to the book of Revelation and the hope it offers us beginning 
on Monday, January 10th at 6:00 PM. This will be a hybrid Bible study. We 
will meet weekly each Monday at 6:00 PM in the Session Room and via Zoom 
(Meeting ID: 878 4897 7698 | Password: monday). Can’t wait to see you there!

Men's Bible Study
Men's Bible Study, taught by Rev. Evans, meets weekly on Thursday mornings. 
This will be a hybrid event; please join us in the Session Room or via Zoom at 
7:45 am. There will be no Bible study on December 23rd nor December 30th, 
due to the holidays. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 840 2566 4636 | Passcode: biblestudy

Women's Bible Study
Women's Bible study, taught by Rev. Unzaga, meets weekly on Thursday mornings. 
Please join this in-person study in the Session Room at  9:15 am.

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 11 
a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to register, 
please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Children's Sunday School
Children K5-7th grade are invited to participate in Children's Sunday School. 
Children will start in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. and will be 
guided to their rooms following the Children’s Message or Baptisms. Teachers 
will escort K5 – 3rd grade to Watson Hall, and this is where parents should 
pick up following service. Teachers will escort 4th – 7th to the Carnegie Room 
on the 3rd Floor of the Parish House. Parent pickup is not required for this age 
group. Registration is required (https://www.brickchurch.org/learn/children/scs-
registration/). 

Adult Education | Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  
Due to Christmas and all the Special Worship Services offered at Brick, there will 
be no gatherings for Adult Education the day after Christmas and the day after 
New Year’s. Please note the following upcoming topics and dates for early January 
and February following the Holiday break. 

 
January 9th – A New Year’s Faith Check-Up

January 23rd, 30th, February 6th, 13th – Surprises in the Book of Job

In-person (3rd Floor Living Room) and via Zoom 
Zoom Meeting ID: 889 6544 7290 | Zoom Dial-in: (929) 205-6099



62 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128
212-289-4400

www.brickchurch.org

Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Minister
The Rev. Adam D. Gorman, Associate Minister
The Rev. Caroline S. Unzaga, Interim Associate Minister
The Rev. Michael L. Lindvall, Pastor Emeritus
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Ministry of music
Dr. Raymond Nagem, Minister of Music
Cristina Soto, Interim Director of Children’s Music
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Ned Hanlon, Daniel Hoy, Nathaniel Sullivan

Greeters
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Gracey Stoddard
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Bret M. Barasch, S. Michael Barnes, Amanda B. Bellows, Nicholas M. Berry, David M. Blais, Elizabeth Boehmler, Colette O. Bryce, Theodore D. 
Clement, William S. Crutchfield III, David Darst, Karen Fang,  Pamela Ferguson, Mimi Hah, Amanda Heath, Lindsay Higgins, Jill W. Lampe, 
David Morgan, Oliver T. Moses, Jane K. Muqaddam, Addison E. Nelson (Youth Elder), Caroline C. Pickering (Youth Elder), Margaret D. Stocker, 
Christopher Thorpe, Conor S. Tochilin, Cynthia Watson, Victor L. Wu, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-Call Clerk of 
Session.

Deacons
Susan B. Appleby, Stephana Bottom, Julie T. Chang, Tenley L. Chepiga, Marilyn T. Dikkers, Mark E. Dingle, Luc M. Dowling, Sylvia A. Gower, 
Henry Greene, Maxime C. Guignand, Tiffany Hoke, Amy E. Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Alexander W. King, Loren E. Kittilsen, Christopher 
Lanning, Marisa Leichtling, John P. Muller, Sam Puopolo, Christopher L. Randall, David R. Rose, Willis G. Ryckman IV, Whitney Schwartz, 
Oscar T. Sloterbeck, Kristin S. Steen, Kate Thorpe (Youth Deacon).

Trustees
Charles S. Anderson, President, Kenneth W. Austin, Secretary, Henry C. Barkhorn III, Treasurer, David E. Barrett, Patrick D. Barrett, Jonathan S. 
Bean, Erik M. W. Caspersen, Kevin R. Greene, Cathy Leonhardt, Elizabeth Philipp, Richard D. Rippe, Katherine E. Stitch, Susan P. Webb. 
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