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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26   Colossians 3:12-17
 Psalm 148   Luke 2:41-52



 An asterisk (*) invites 
all to stand; items in 

bold typeface indicate 
that the congregation 

participates in word or 
song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude          Noël sur les jeux d’anches, sans tremblant      Louis-Claude Daquin 

(1694–1772)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit                Break forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light   
Johann Schop (c. 1590–1667), arr. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light, And usher in the morning. O shepherds, shrink not 
with affright, But hear the angel’s warning. This child, now weak in infancy, Our confidence 
and joy shall be, The power of Satan breaking, Our peace eternal making.
 

*Call to Worship
Leader: Let us journey now toward Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass,   
ok ok o for unto us a Child is born.
People: Let us journey now toward Bethlehem, and kneel there with poor and humble 
ok ok o shepherds, worshipping the Child in the manger.
Leader: Let us journey now toward Bethlehem and with the great and wise ones, the ok 
ok ok o Magi, present to Him the gifts of our lives.
People: Let us journey now toward Bethlehem and, with the angel host, sing our ok 
ok ok o own songs of praise to the Child who is our King, the King of Love:
Leader: “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth, peace and good will toward all people.”

*Hymn 49                              Once in Royal David’s City Irby

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 
 Silent Prayers of Confession  

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response 28 v. 2  In dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 

four. Drop off and pick 
up is located in the in 

the YAR classroom, on 
the lower floor ("Y" on 

the elevator)

Hymn 49
Cecil Frances Alexander 
was born in Dublin and 

wrote prolifically from 
an early age. “Once in 

Royal David’s City” was 
part of a collection of 

hymns meant to teach 
the catechism of the 

church through music 
and poetry. It has gained 

immense worldwide 
fame since it is always 
the first hymn sung at 

Christmas Eve Lessons 
& Carols at King’s 

College, Cambridge. 
The tradition there is 

for the first verse to 
be sung as a solo. It is 

one of the world’s most 
high-pressure gigs – and 

the boy soloist is only 
chosen with a point of 

the director’s finger a 
few seconds before the 

broadcast starts.

Children K5+ will remain 
with us in the sanctuary 

today, as there is no 
Children's Worship today. 



THE WORD
 Scripture                    Luke 2:1-19 (Pew Bible, page 58 N.T.)

*Hymn 36                                    In the Bleak Midwinter Cranham

 Reading                                         The Innkeeper  

*Hymn                                  Take Courage, All Humanity Une jeune puçelle
(see music on page 5)

 Reading                                         The Wise Man  

THE RESPONSE
 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

*Hymn 51                                 See Amid the Winter’s Snow Humility

 Reading                                          The Shepherd  
               

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem                 Good King Wenceslas  13th-century carol, 
arr. Leo Sowerby (1895–1968) 

Good King Wenceslas looked out, On the Feast of Stephen; 
When the snow lay round about, Deep, and crisp, and even: 
Brightly shone the moon that night, Though the frost was cruel, 
When a poor man came in sight, Gathering winter fuel. 

“Hither, page, and stand by me, If thou know’st it, telling, 
Yonder peasant, who is he? Where and what his dwelling?”
“Sire, he lives a good league hence, Underneath the mountain; 
Right against the forest fence, By Saint Agnes' fountain.”  

“Bring me flesh, and bring me wine, Bring me pine-logs hither: 
Thou and I will see him dine, When we bear them thither.” 
Page and monarch, forth they went, Forth they went together; 
Through the rude wind's wild lament, And the bitter weather. 

“Sire, the night is darker now, And the wind blows stronger; 
Fails my heart, I know not how, I can go no longer.” 
“Mark my footsteps, good my page; Tread thou in them boldly; 
Thou shalt find the winter's rage Freeze thy blood less coldly.”  

Take Courage, All 
Humanity
The “Huron Carol” 
is the first Canadian 
Christmas hymn, written 
by Jean de Brébeuf, a 
Jesuit missionary who 
traveled to modern-day 
Québec in 1625. Brébeuf 
told the Christmas story 
in the Huron-Wendat 
language, recasting 
it in cross-cultural 
terms – for instance, 
the frankincense of the 
ancient Arabian Peninsula 
became sunflower oil. 
The English version of 
Hymn #61 is a fanciful, 
Romantic creation which 
has nothing to do with 
Brébeuf ’s original. The 
text we will sing today is 
based on John Steckley’s 
literal translation. “Jesous 
Ahattonia” means “Jesus 
is born.”

Good King Wenceslas
Today is December 26, 
which in the old Catholic 
church calendar was 
the “Feast of Stephen,” 
when the story of “Good 
King Wenceslas” is said 
to have taken place. The 
historical Wenceslas, 
Wenceslaus, or Venceslav, 
Duke of Bohemia, lived 
from 907–935, and was 
extolled by medieval 
writers as the model of a 
just king. One account 
recalls how, “rising every 
night from his noble bed, 
with bare feet and only 
one chamberlain, he went 
around to God's churches 
and gave alms generously 
to widows, orphans, those 
in prison and afflicted by 
every difficulty.”

continued on next page...



In his master's steps he trod, Where the snow lay dinted; 
Heat was in the very sod Which the Saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christian folk, be sure, Wealth or rank possessing, 
Ye who now will bless the poor, Shall yourselves find blessing.

*Doxology 592 The Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Hymn 29                              Go Tell It on the Mountain Go Tell It

 Benediction and Choral Response             

 Postlude                                         Noël Suisse    Louis-Claude Daquin
  

Prelude and Postlude

Louis-Claude Daquin 
was a volcanic personality 
whose flair and élan, both 

musical and personal, might 
make a pretty entertaining 

historical film. He was 
known for dazzling public 

concerts, competitions 
against his rivals, contempt 

for his musical inferiors, 
and one at least one 

occasion, drawing his 
sword when he thought 

that his musicianship was 
not sufficiently respected. 
His only published music 
is a set of twelve Noëls, or 

variations on Christmas 
carols, which give a good 

picture of his technical skill.

Leo Sowerby had a long 
and distinguished tenure 

from 1927 to 1962 at 
St. James’ Episcopal in 

Chicago, which in many 
ways paralleled Clarence 

Dickinson’s tenure at Brick 
Church. In fact, Sowerby 

was Dickinson’s successor at 
St. James. His arrangement 
of “Good King Wenceslas” 

is a miniature dramatic 
scene, with the different 

characters represented by 
different voices. Against 

the simple tune, Sowerby 
uses some extraordinary 

extended harmony as 
musical scene-painting.



The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as 
found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission 
to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city 
of New York. Our response can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we 
celebrate the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual 
development, Christian education and witness to our community, which will be evidenced on 
a daily basis not only among church members but also in our outreach to the broader world.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our parents, 
Nathanial O. & Elaine Noyes Abelson and Mr. & Mrs. James G. Talcott

from their children, Dr. & Mrs. James A. Talcott.
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next sunday’s preacher will be Rev. Adam D. Gorman.
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Words: Jean de Brébeuf (1593–1649), trans. John Steckley (b. 1949), adapt. Raymond Nagem (b. 1986)
Music: French carol, 16th century



Men's Bible Study
Men's Bible study, taught by Rev. Evans, meets weekly on Thursday mornings. 
This will be a hybrid event; please join us in the Session Room or via Zoom at 
7:45 am. There will be no Bible study on December 30th nor January 6th, due 
to the holidays. The study will resume on January 13th and will be will begin 
a study based off of the book Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian 
in Community, written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Reach out to Sophie Carnegie 
(scarnegie@brickchurch.org) for more details or to be added to the Men's Bible 
Study distribution list. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 840 2566 4636 | Passcode: biblestudy

Women's Bible Study
Women's Bible study, taught by Rev. Unzaga, meets weekly on Thursday 
mornings. Please join this in-person study in the Session Room at  9:15 am.  
There will be no Bible study on December 30th nor January 6th, due to the 
holidays. The study will resume on January 13th. Reach out to Jeff Shayne 
(jshayne@brickchurch.org) for more details or to be added to the Women's 
Bible Study distribution list. 

New Monday Night Bible Study in 2022!
We find ourselves in a time of confusion, fear and increasing violence. Not 
dissimilar to the time during which John wrote the book of Revelation. As 
we learn more about the book of Revelation and the meaning of its fantastic 
images, we will discover an ever-enduring message of hope that translates into 
our life of faith! 
Join us as we dive in to the book of Revelation and the hope it offers us beginning 
on Monday, January 10th at 7:00 PM. This will be a hybrid Bible study. We 
will meet weekly each Monday at 7:00 PM in the Session Room and via Zoom.
Email Sophie Carnegie at scarnegie@brickchurch.org to be added to the 
Monday Night Bible Study distribution list. Can’t wait to see you there!

Zoom Meeting ID: 878 4897 7698 | Password: monday

This week at 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please fill out 
the Fellowship Pad and a Visitor Card 
found in the Fellowship Pad folder in 
your pew so that we may contact you. 
Please also make a name tag using 
the tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
or other happenings to  Chanel 
Robertson (crobertson@brickchurch.
org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour in the 
Brick Church Garden. Please wear 
your name tag so that we can greet 
each other by name. If you are a visitor, 
blank nametags can be found in the in 
the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew.

Giving
These programs are only possible 
with your contributions. Online 
donations may be made at www.
brickchurch.org/giving



The 78th Dinner Dance & Silent Auction
(Feb. 11th)
Brick Church is excited to host the 78th Annual Dinner Dance and Silent 
Auction on February 11th at 6:30 PM. This is a Black Tie event and will take 
place at The Union Club (101 East 69th Street). Tickets are $290 per person 
and you may register at brickchurch.org/dinnerdance. We'd love to see you 
there, get your tickets today! 

Sunday Childcare
Nursery childcare is available for infants and children up to age four before 
11 a.m. worship. Weekly registration required. For more information and to 
register, please visit us online at brickchurch.org/childcare. 

Sunday Worship Youth Reader
We are looking for 5th - 8th graders to read scripture during worship service 
on the fourth Sunday of each month. Reader spots will be available on a first-
come-first-serve basis, so claim your spot soon! Should you have any questions 
or if your child would like to participate, please contact the Beadle, Christopher 
Allen at Christopher.L.Allen@gmail.com. 

Adult Education | Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday morning Adult Education will start up again the week after New Year’s 
weekend; we will begin to plumb the contents of the book of Job.  First, we 
will spice up a “faith check-up” with short readings from Job to add depth 
and perspective.  Each of the following four Sundays, we will focus on one of 
four surprises in Job to learn what really exists in the text rather than what one 
might have always assumed is there.    

January 9 – A New Year’s Faith Check-Up
January 23, 30, February 6, 13 –Four Surprises in the Book of Job

In-person (3rd Floor Living Room) and via Zoom 
Zoom Meeting ID: 889 6544 7290 | Zoom Dial-in: (929) 205-6099

Parent's Morning Out
Parent's Morning Out has returned! Moms, dads and grandparents with children 
ages 3 months to 2 years old are invited to join other parents, grandparents and 
their children for fellowship Tuesday mornings from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd 
Floor Living Room. If you are interested in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com) or Anna Bender-Zeckendorf (anna.bender.
zeckendorf@gmail.com).

Brick Church Membership 
Interested in Brick Church Membership? Three times per year, The Brick 
Church hosts a series of membership meetings. Our next series will begin on 
February 6, 2022. Please contact Sophie Carnegie at 212-289-4400 x 246 or 
by email at scarnegie@brickchurch.org if you plan to attend the meetings, or if 
you would like more information. 

Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook 
(Brick Presbyterian Church), 
and follow us on Twitter (@
BrickChurchNYC) and Instagram 
(@brickchurchnyc). When you are 
here at The Brick Church, tag us in 
your events and spread the word 
about our community! 

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can still 
join us this Sunday for worship online. 
Go to www.brickchurch.org and click 
the “Watch Live” button in the upper 
right-hand corner of our home page to 
view our Livestream feed.

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 
50 years! Due to Covid, classes are 
held via Zoom. The exercise classes 
are designed for Brick members and 
non-members to maintain or improve 
their health in a fun, safe way. In 
addition to a great workout, it’s a 
wonderful way to connect with one 
another. For more information go to 
https://www.brickchurch.org/keep-fit-
registration-2021/ or contact Angie at 
alobenhofer@brickchurch.org

Mondays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Tuesdays from 4:15 PM - 5:15 PM 

Thursdays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
(with some date exceptions)



62 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128
212-289-4400

www.brickchurch.org

Ministers
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Greeters
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Morgan, Oliver T. Moses, Jane K. Muqaddam, Addison E. Nelson (Youth Elder), Caroline C. Pickering (Youth Elder), Margaret D. Stocker, 
Christopher Thorpe, Conor S. Tochilin, Cynthia Watson, Victor L. Wu, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-Call Clerk of 
Session.

Deacons
Susan B. Appleby, Stephana Bottom, Julie T. Chang, Tenley L. Chepiga, Marilyn T. Dikkers, Mark E. Dingle, Luc M. Dowling, Sylvia A. Gower, 
Henry Greene, Maxime C. Guignand, Tiffany  Hoke, Amy E. Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Alexander W. King, Loren E. Kittilsen, Christopher 
Lanning, Marisa Leichtling, John P. Muller, Sam Puopolo, Christopher L. Randall, David R. Rose, Willis G. Ryckman IV, Whitney Schwartz, 
Oscar T. Sloterbeck, Kristin S. Steen, Kate Thorpe (Youth Deacon).
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49 Once in Royal David's City



36 In the Bleak Midwinter





29 Go, Tell It on the Mountain


