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Lesson 
  At-a-Glance

Scripture Reference 
Luke 10:25-37

Lesson Focus 
Jesus teaches us to love our 
neighbors—which means everyone!

Bible Memory Verse 
“Go and do likewise.” Luke 10:37

Gather (10 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Arrival Activity
Kids use toys and props to tell each other made-up 
stories.

Spark Activity Pages, Spark 
Coloring Pages

Colored pencils, assorted toys

Circle Time
Kids tell about a time they’ve helped someone in 
need.

Spark Song CD, Spark Songbook Music source

Opening Prayer
Kids learn a prayer that Jesus prayed.

None None

Open the Bible  (15 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

The Good Samaritan Story
Kids hear the Bible story and learn about 
compassion.

Spark Story Bibles, Spark NRSV 
Bibles

None

Love Your Neighbor
Kids explore the practical ways the Good Samaritan 
helped his neighbor.

Leaflets Markers, scissors, glue sticks, 
kid-friendly magazines

The Good Samaritan
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Lesson 
  At-a-Glance

Activate Faith (15 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Helping Hands
Kids draw and write about someone they can care 
for as their neighbor.

Leaflets, Spark Bible Stickers Markers

Bags of Love
Kids pack bags to pass out to people experiencing 
homelessness.

None Plastic zip-close bags (gallon 
size), bottled water, applesauce 
packs, construction paper, 
markers

Send (5 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Closing Conversation
Kids remember that loving our neighbor means 
loving everyone.

Leaflets None

Closing Prayer
Kids pray for their neighbors.

Spark Family Pages None
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Spark Resources 
Spark Activity Pages
Spark Coloring Pages

Supplies 
Colored pencils
Assorted toys

Spark Resources 
Spark Song CD
Spark Songbook

Supplies 
Music source

Bible Background

The story of the good Samaritan is one of Jesus’ most familiar parables. Jesus tells it 
in response to a question asked by a religious leader: “Who is my neighbor?” In the 
story Jesus challenges the idea that neighbors are the people who are just like us. 
Instead, Jesus says that all people are our neighbors. The twist in the story is that a 
Samaritan is the one who helps the man in need. In Bible times, Jews looked down 
on Samaritans. The priest and the Levite in the story represented religious people 
and leaders, but they both passed by the injured man. The Samaritan stopped, had 
compassion on the man, and offered help. It was the Samaritan in the story, not the 
Jewish leaders, who fulfilled God’s law.

Why This Story Matters

Jesus encourages us to love all people, no matter who they are. Young kids are 
generally accepting of others despite differences. As kids get older, differences 
matter more. Following Jesus means we get to spread God’s love to all people, 
even people who are different from us. This story tells us to be like the Samaritan, 
having compassion and love for those who some might overlook. Encourage kids to 
consider who their neighbors are. They might include someone unexpected!

Gather (10 minutes)

Arrival Activity

If some kids arrive earlier than others and you need a lesson-based activity, make 
copies of the Activity Page and Coloring Page and set them out for kids to try.

As kids enter, invite them to use the toys to make up stories. Have the kids tell the 
stories to each other in pairs or groups. If the group grows large, have the kids tell 
stories in smaller groups of four or five. Start off the fun with a story of your own!

Circle Time

Can anyone tell me about a time you helped someone in need? Wait for kids to 
share their answers. Today we’re going to hear a story Jesus told his followers. 
It’s about someone in need and the person who helps them. The story surprised 
the people who first heard it because it’s about a Samaritan. Samaritans were not 
well liked by some in Jesus’ day. But Jesus wanted to show that God’s love is for 
everyone—even people we don’t like!

MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS

Song 1: “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” (tracks 7 & 24 on Spark Song CD, 
page 39 in Spark Songbook). Sing this song through one time. Sing it a second time, 
adding the line “He’s got me and my neighbor in his hands!”
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Song 2: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Sing this hymn to remember that Jesus is 
our friend, and we can be a friend to others.

Opening Prayer

Invite kids to pray this echo prayer by repeating after you.

Lord God, help us to love you . . .
With all our heart . . .
With all our soul . . .
With all our strength . . .
With all our mind . . .
And to love . . .
Our neighbor as ourselves . . .
Amen.

Open the Bible (15 minutes)

The Good Samaritan Story

Invite kids with Spark NRSV Bibles to each find and sit with a buddy with a Spark 
Story Bible.

Jesus told a lot of stories called parables to teach people about God. Let’s hear 
one of the most well-known of Jesus’ parables today. Invite kids to sit on the floor 
and gather around as the story is read. As I read the story, pay attention to what 
each character says about the man in need. Imagine what you would do if you 
were in their place.

Read from the Spark Story Bible beginning on page 360, and discuss these 
questions. Encourage as many kids as possible to share their answers.

What did Jesus say we must do to live with God forever? Why do you think the 
first two people passed by the man in need? How did the Samaritan feel when 
he saw the hurting man on the side of the road? Why do you think the good 
Samaritan chose to help?

Have older buddies find the story in the Spark NRSV Bible on pages 1145–1146. Invite 
buddy pairs to find Squiggles in the story in the Spark Story Bible. Have the buddies 
discuss what Squiggles might be feeling in each picture.

Spark Resources 
None

Supplies 
None

Spark Resources 
Spark Story Bibles
Spark NRSV Bibles

Supplies 
None
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Spark Resources
Leaflets

Supplies 
Markers
Scissors
Glue sticks
Kid-friendly magazines

Spark Resources
Leaflets
Spark Bible Stickers

Supplies 
Markers

Bible Memory Verse

“Go and do likewise.” Luke 10:37

Have kids practice saying the verse with their buddy. Say the verse together a few 
times, emphasizing the words “go” and “do.” Then invite kids to say the verse to their 
buddy.

Love Your Neighbor

Look at the picture of the injured person and the Samaritan on your leaflet. How 
do you think each person is feeling? Listen for kids’ answers. The Samaritan 
stopped to help because he had compassion for the injured person. How did the 
Samaritan show love to the man in need? (He put bandages on the man’s wounds, 
took him to an inn for additional care, and paid for his medical costs.)

Have kids follow the instructions on their leaflet by cutting out pictures of items the 
Samaritan could have used to help the man and gluing them into the heart. When 
they’ve finished, invite kids to draw a picture of anything extra they’d have done for 
or given to the hurt man.

When kids have finished creating, invite them to read and discuss the Bible Bits 
together.

Activate Faith (15 minutes)

Helping Hands

There are many ways we can be a neighbor to others. Jesus teaches us to help 
people in need by showing compassion to everyone, even people who are rejected 
by many folks. Think of someone you can help. Draw a picture of them in the My 
Neighbor space on your leaflet. Then, on the picture of the helping hand, draw or 
write five ways you can be a neighbor to that person.

When kids are finished drawing and writing, invite them to talk with their buddy 
about who they drew and how they want to help them.

Ask for volunteers to read the Did You Know? items aloud. Invite kids to place a 
sticker or special mark next to the item they found the most interesting.
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Spark Resources 
Spark Family Pages

Supplies 
None

Spark Resources 
Leaflets

Supplies 
None

Bags of Love

We can help people who don’t have homes to live in. People experiencing 
homelessness are our neighbors. They have practical needs like being hungry and 
thirsty. We can help by offering them water and food. Invite kids to pack bags by 
putting one bottle of water and one applesauce pack in each bag.

When a person doesn’t have a home, they might feel sad or lonely. Let’s 
include a note to let the person who receives your bag know that you love them 
and that God loves them too. You can draw a picture or write some words of 
encouragement. Have kids use construction paper to make cards. Add the cards 
to the bags and zip them up. During the week, contact a local organization that 
provides services to people in need and deliver your bags to them.

Send (5 minutes)

Closing Conversation

Remember that Jesus teaches us to love our neighbor, and that everyone is our 
neighbor! Loving God and loving our neighbor are ways we can be like the good 
Samaritan. Invite kids to look at the Faith on the Go! ideas on their leaflet. Which 
one of these ideas would you like to try this week? Give kids time to answer.

Closing Prayer

Distribute Spark Family Pages to kids and encourage kids to make a kindness jar with 
their family this week.

Ask kids to make a heart shape with their hands as you offer this prayer:

Dear God, we love you with all our heart. Help us to love our neighbors too. Be 
with people who need help. Thank you for showing us how to love them. Amen.

As you say goodbye to kids, make sure they take home the leaflet and Family Page.

Spark Resources
None

Supplies 
Plastic zip-close bags (gallon 

size)
Bottled water
Applesauce packs
Construction paper
Markers




