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Lesson 
  At-a-Glance

Scripture Reference 
Matthew 21:1-11; 26:17-30

Lesson Focus 
Jesus gave his life for us.

Bible Memory Verse 
“‘Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’”        
Matthew 21:9

Gather (10 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Arrival Activity
Kids have a parade to reenact Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem.

Spark Activity Pages, Spark 
Coloring Pages

Bible-time costumes, hobby-
horse style toy, kids’ jackets, 
palm leaves, colored pencils

Circle Time
Kids discuss how Jesus was a different kind of 
king.

Spark Song CD, Spark Songbook Music source

Opening Prayer
Kids shout “Hosanna!” in an upbeat prayer of 
thanksgiving.

None Palm branches

Open the Bible  (15 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Holy Week Story
Kids read this long story together, moving around 
the room as they do so.

Spark Story Bibles, Spark NRSV 
Bible

None

Story Scramble
Kids put the events of Holy Week in order and 
retell the story.

Leaflets Pencils

Holy Week
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Lesson 
  At-a-Glance

Activate Faith (15 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Sadness and Hope
Kids write a letter to Jesus and seal it away until 
Easter.

Leaflets, Spark Bible Stickers Pencils, crayons, lined paper, 
clear tape

Passionate Palms
Kids make collage palms and fashion them into a 
cross.

None Green paper (various shades), 
glue sticks, scissors, painter’s 
tape, cardstock, markers

Send (5 minutes)

Spark Resources Supplies

Closing Conversation
Kids are reminded of Jesus’ unfailing love.

Leaflets None

Closing Prayer
Kids say “Lord, have mercy” in a solemn prayer of 
thanksgiving.

Spark Family Pages None
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Spark Resources 
Spark Activity Pages
Spark Coloring Pages

Supplies 
Bible-time costumes
Hobby-horse style toy
Kids’ jackets
Palm leaves
Colored pencils

Spark Resources 
Spark Song CD
Spark Songbook

Supplies 
Music source

Bible Background
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the cross at the time of Passover, the central 
holy day of Judaism focusing on God’s deliverance of Israel. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection would bring deliverance for God’s people and the whole world. As 
Jesus entered the city, crowds of people acknowledged him as their Messiah by 
laying palm branches and their cloaks in his path and cheering him as “Son of 
David.” Only a few days later the crowd gathered around him again. This time, 
though, Jesus was beaten and bloodied, and the crowd was unified by their shouts 
for his death.

Why This Story Matters
Holy Week and Easter are the central events of our Christian faith. Kids live in a 
world where people often act for themselves first but change their opinions and 
actions out of convenience or self-preservation. It is important for kids to recognize 
that the incredible, unfailing love of Jesus is a constant, in spite of everything that 
is broken about the world. They can’t earn that love; the love of Jesus is freely given 
to each and every one of them always.

Gather (10 minutes)

Arrival Activity
If some kids arrive earlier than others and you need a lesson-based activity, make 
copies of the Activity Page and Coloring Page and set them out for kids to try.

We’re going to start our time together with a parade! Have any of you been to a 
parade?  What happens in a parade? Have the kids get dressed up in Bible-time 
costumes. Choose one of them to play the part of Jesus and ride a hobby-horse 
style toy around the room. Jesus was a king, but he didn’t wear a crown like 
other kings. Reenact the triumphal entry into Jerusalem, encouraging kids to lay 
palm leaves, jackets, and extra costumes on the floor in front of Jesus, and then 
fall in line behind him/her. While we have our parade, everyone should shout, 
“Hosanna! Hosanna to the King!” Parade around the room and/or anywhere it is 
appropriate to do so. Finish your parade in the area where you have Circle Time.

Circle Time
Invite the kids to take off their costumes and have a seat. Can you imagine how 
exciting it was with all the crowds shouting joyfully that Jesus was their chosen 
king, the Messiah? What do you think it would have been like if you were there? 
Encourage the kids to imagine it and share what they might have seen, heard, 
thought, and felt. Everyone hoped that Jesus would be their new king! What do 
you think a king is like? Talk with the kids about kings having power, commanding 
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Spark Resources
Spark NRSV Bibles
Spark Story Bibles

Supplies 
None 

others, maybe being military leaders. What do you think made Jesus different? 
Jesus wasn’t interested in power and ordering people around. Jesus wanted to 
show people just how much he and God loved them. Jesus loved them so much 
that he was even willing to be put to death if that was the result of his showing 
everyone such great love. When Jesus didn’t act the way they thought he 
should, it was easy for the ones in power, who were afraid of Jesus, to change 
the people’s minds and make them ask for Jesus to be killed. The people who 
loved Jesus and followed Jesus and believed in Jesus were so sad when he died! 
It was a terrible, terrible time! We know that Easter is coming and that Jesus 
rose from the dead, but his friends didn’t know that at the time. Sometimes we 
have to go through being sad before things change and we are happy again.

MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS

Song 1: “Jesus Loves Me” (tracks 14 and 31 on Spark Song CD, page 76 in Spark 
Songbook)

Song 2: “Oh, How I Love Jesus” Sing the refrain to this Frederick Whitfield song 
with kids.

Opening Prayer
We’re going to say a joyful prayer of thanksgiving to God! After every line I say, 
you shout, “Hosanna! Hosanna to the King!” and wave your palm leaves in the 
air.

Dear God, thank you for sending us Jesus. (Hosanna! Hosanna to the King!)
Thank you for loving us no matter what . . .
Thank you for all the people in our lives who love us . . .
Thank you for all good gifts you give us . . .
Thank you for spring and palm branches and nature . . .
Thank you for teaching us all about your love . . . 
Invite the kids to join you in saying Amen.

Open the Bible (15 minutes)

Holy Week Story
Invite kids with Spark NRSV Bibles to each find and sit with a buddy with a Spark Story 
Bible. 

Today’s story is actually two stories. We’re going to all read both stories from the 
Spark Story Bible. We’ll go around the circle and everyone can read a page or two. If 
you don’t want to read today, you can say “pass.” After each part of the story, we’re 
going to get up and move to a different part of the room to read the next section.

Spark Resources 
None

Supplies 
Palm branches
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Spark Resources 
Leaflets

Supplies 
Pencils

Spark Resources 
Leaflets
Spark Bible Stickers

Supplies 
Pencils
Crayons
Lined paper
Clear tape

Invite the kids to find page 454 in the Spark Story Bible. As a group, read through 
pages 454–459 and 462–467. After each part of the story (Palm Sunday and The Last 
Supper), stop and ask the kids what they think the different characters were feeling. 
Find Squiggles together. Then have the kids stand up and stretch and move to another 
part of the room as if Jesus and his disciples are moving to the next place in the story.

When you have finished the stories, invite the older kids to find it in their NRSV Bibles 
on pages 1084 and 1093. There are more parts to the Holy Week story, including 
the death of Jesus on a cross. Look for that part of the story in your Bibles.

Bible Memory Verse
“‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’” Matthew 27:54

When Jesus died, there was an earthquake, and even this Roman soldier came to 
believe in Jesus. Let’s learn this statement of faith together. Break the verse into 
two three-word sections and have the kids repeat them. Then have them repeat 
the whole verse together. Challenge kids to see if anyone can say it by themselves.

Story Scramble 
An awful lot happened in one short week for Jesus and his friends! Look at all 
the pictures on your leaflet that show the different events that week. Work with 
your buddy to number them in the right order. Ask buddy pairs to share with each 
other what they would have thought or felt at each of the events in the story. Then 
invite one or two kids of different ages to share their completed activity to briefly 
retell the events of Holy Week.

When kids have finished sharing, invite them to read and discuss the Bible Bits 
together.

Activate Faith (15 minutes)

Sadness and Hope
This story doesn’t have a very happy ending. Jesus’ friends all cried when he 
was killed. Even though he had told them he would die and then come back to 
life, they didn’t really believe what was going to happen. Talk with your buddy 
about something that you are or have been sad or scared about. Help the kids 
brainstorm if necessary. They may be sad about a friend who was mean or worried 
about an upcoming test in school, etc. Buddies, help each other write a letter 
(or draw a picture) to Jesus about your sadness or fear, and ask him to give you 
hope. When you have finished, fold your leaflet into an envelope and put the 
note inside. Demonstrate how to fold and tape the leaflet into an envelope. The 
Holy Week pictures and the activity description should appear on the outside of 
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Spark Resources 
None

Supplies 
Green paper, various shades
Glue sticks
Scissors
Painter’s tape
Card stock
Markers

Spark Resources 
Leaflets

Supplies 
None

the envelope. Tape the envelope shut. After Easter, if you like, you can open the 
envelope and write on the back a thank-you note to Jesus for loving us no matter 
what and for giving us hope.

Ask for volunteers to read the Did You Know? items aloud. Invite kids to place a 
sticker or special mark next to the item they found the most interesting.

Passionate Palms
Remember how quickly Holy Week went from people waving palms to Jesus 
hanging on the cross? The truth is that Jesus really was and is our king, and the 
fact that he died for us on the cross shows this. We’re going to make a bunch of 
palm branches and make them into a cross to remind us of Jesus’ amazing love 
for us. Work with the kids to cut strips out of green paper and glue them together 
in palm shapes. Experiment with different kinds of paper, such as construction 
paper, patterned scrapbook paper, magazine paper in all shades of green, etc. 
When you have made several palms, tape them to a wall in the shape of a cross. 
Ask one or two older kids to make a sign that says, “Hosanna to our King!” Tape 
the sign over the cross.

Send (5 minutes)

Closing Conversation
Today’s story has a very sad ending. Anytime you are sad, remember that Jesus 
loves you so much and because of that, you can have hope.

Now look at the Faith on the Go! ideas on your leaflet. Who wants to share one 
idea they think they can do this week? Encourage kids of different ages to share.
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Spark Resources 
Spark Family Pages

Supplies 
None

Closing Prayer
Distribute Spark Family Pages to kids and have them look at #4 under Talk about It. 
Encourage them to reenact the Last Supper at home and share about it next time 
you get together.

Since today’s story has a sad, serious ending, we’re going to say a serious 
prayer. Instead of shouting “Hosanna!” after each line I say, we’re going to 
quietly say, “Lord, have mercy,” which means, “Lord, please forgive us and love 
us no matter what.”

Dear God, thank you for sending us Jesus. (Lord, have mercy.)
Thank you for loving us no matter what. (Lord, have mercy.)
Thank you for showing us how to love each other. (Lord, have mercy.)
Thank you for being with us when we’re sad. (Lord, have mercy.)
Thank you for giving us hope. (Lord, have mercy.)
Invite the kids to join you in saying Amen.

As you say goodbye to kids, make sure they take home the leaflet and Family Page.


