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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Jeremiah 2:4-13   Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
 Psalm 81:1, 10-16   Luke 14:1, 7-14



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude           Adagio, from Sonata in F Minor, Op. 65, No. 2     Felix Mendelssohn 

(1809–1847)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

*Call to Worship   Psalm 80:1, 17-19 
Leader: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth!
People: Let Your hand be upon the one at Your right hand, 

the one whom You made strong for Yourself.
Leader: Then we will never turn back from You; give us life, and we will call on Your name.
People: Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be saved. 

Let us give thanks and worship our Lord!

*Hymn 361                             How Firm a Foundation Foundation 

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer of Confession   (inspired by Jeremiah 23:23-29)
 Gracious and sovereign God, we enter Your hallowed presence carrying emotions and 

worries and memories which obscure our vision of You. Our hearts are absorbed with the 
hopes and joys and struggles our relationships offer. Our minds are preoccupied with the 
concerns and needs our daily living requires. Our souls are overwhelmed with our past 
regret, past trauma, past fears, past choices this broken world convinces us are irredeemable. 
We are sorry. Forgive us. And, loving God, in this tender, sacred space, remind us of Your 
everlasting, all-encompassing love, which seeks us, which finds us, which embraces us, 
which restores us, this day and every day.

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace

*Congregational Response 229 v. 3 Lasst uns erfreuen
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; 
Eternal truth attends Thy Word:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Nursery is available for 
infants through age 

four. Drop off and pick 
up is located in the in 

the YAR classroom, on 
the lower floor ("Y" on 

the elevator).

Hymn 361
The well-known, vigorous 

tune for “How Firm 
a Foundation” first 

appeared in 1832, and 
then found its way into 
the great collections of 
American folk hymns, 

The Sacred Harp (1844) 
and Southern Harmony 
(1854). But going back 

even earlier, one finds 
that in the early 1800s, 

these words were usually 
sung to Adeste fideles (“O 
Come, All ye Faithful”)! 

The text is presented 
as a quotation of Jesus’ 
promises, although the 

Scriptural allusions 
are mostly to the Old 
Testament, including 

Isaiah 41:10 and 
Deuteronomy 31:6. As 

in many hymns from the 
1700s, the anonymous 

author portrays the Old 
and New Testaments as 
part of a seamless whole 

of salvation history.



THE WORD
 Children’s Message

*Hymn 270                              O God, in a Mysterious Way Dundee 

 Prayer for Illumination and        Jeremiah 23:23-29       Elder Debbie Seraphim 
 Scripture Lesson                    (Pew Bible, page 726 N.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   

 Sermon                                      Wild and Precious Life Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans

THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith Confession of 1967, 9.02 
In every age, the church has expressed its witness in words and deeds as the need of 
the time required. The earliest examples of confession are found within the Scriptures. 
Confessional statements have taken such varied forms as hymns, liturgical formulas, 
doctrinal definitions, catechisms, theological systems in summary, and declarations of 
purpose against threatening evil.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813-1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering

 Offertory Solo                          Cuán grande es Él  Swedish folk melody, 
arr. Stuart K. Hine (1899–1989)

Jeffrey Taveras, tenor                             
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the words Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great thou art, how great thou art!

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin,
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great thou art, how great thou art!

After the singing of the 
Congregational Response, 
all children are invited to 
come forward and sit on 
the chancel steps for the 
Children's Message.

Hymn 270
This hymn is one of 
many by the great English 
poet William Cowper 
(pronounced “Cooper”). 
It was written in 1773. 
Cowper, a barrister by 
profession, led a long life 
of great success, but one 
often shadowed by what 
today we might describe 
as depression. Indeed, 
this hymn was put to 
paper soon following a 
suicide attempt. The tune, 
Dundee, was composed 
by Thomas Ravenscroft’s 
for the 1621 The Whole 
Booke of Psalmes, an early 
collection of sung psalms 
which he edited.



Cuando el Señor me llame a su presencia
al dulce hogar al cielo de esplendor,
Le adorare cantando la grandeza
de su poder y si infinito amor. 
Mi corazón entona la canción, 
¡Cuan grande es Él! ¡Cuan grande es Él!

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great thou art, how great thou art!

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Hymn 262                   God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand National Hymn 

 Benediction 

 Congregational Response 540 v. 1   
                                         God Be with You Till We Meet Again  Randolph

God be with you till we meet again; 
Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
With a Shepherd's care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again.

 
 Postlude            Allegro assai vivace, from Sonata in F Minor, Op. 65, No. 2

Felix Mendelssohn

The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.

Hymn 262
Written for the 1876 

centennial celebration 
of the Declaration of 

Independence, this hymn 
was first sung in Brandon, 

Vermont, where the 
author was the rector 
of the local Episcopal 

church. Ironically, 
however, the original tune 
was “Russian Hymn,” an 

adaptation of the Russian 
national anthem! The 

melody we have today was 
composed for the 1892 

Episcopal hymnal by 
George William Warren, 

who served as organist 
of St. Thomas Fifth 

Avenue in New York from 
1900–1913. Its defining 

feature is the introductory 
trumpet fanfare before 

each verse, which is 
echoed again at the end of 

each line.



the plants in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God.
1

next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God 
as found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic 
mission to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition 
in the city of New York. Our response can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our 
members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ. We are committed 
to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness to our community, 
which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also in our 
outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two 
to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite 
you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments 
and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported 
a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian 
denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The 
Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. 
John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
These programs are only possible 
with your contributions. Online 
donations may be made at www.
brickchurch.org/giving

Worship Online
Not in town this week? You can 
still join us this Sunday for worship 
online. Go to www.brickchurch.
org and click the “Watch Live” 
button in the upper right-hand 
corner of our home page to view 
our Livestream feed.

Summer Worship Hours
Brick Worship begins at 10:00 AM (instead of 11:00 AM) through the summer. This 
will last through Sunday, September 4. We will return to the 11:00 AM time slot on 
Sunday, September 11. 

In addition to being the final service at the 10:00 AM start time slot, the September 
4 service will also be taking place in the Garden. Come enjoy one of these last days of 
summer at outdoor worship! 

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your 
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

Summer Bible Study 
Join the next Bible Study on 11 September at 9:30 a.m. 

(Note later time due to Worship at 11 a.m.)    
Summer Bible Study will conclude on Sunday, September 11th starting at 9:30 a.m.  
As has been the case all summer, the approach will be to follow the Lectionary. Brick 
members Amanda and Marcus Bellows will select which texts to discuss from the 
Lectionary and will lead the discussion. You may participate either in person in the 
Session Room or via Zoom. The Zoom Meeting ID is 890 9583 4499, Passcode 2022.  
Visit the Brick Website for more information.

Baptisms 
Brick Church holds baptism services monthly, excluding some summer months. If 
you are interested in having your child baptized, please connect with Sophie Carnegie 
(scarnegie@brickchurch.org). At least one parent must be a Brick Church member to 
register for a baptism. 

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with children ages 3 months to 2 years old are invited 
to join other parents, grandparents and their children for fellowship Tuesday mornings 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Living Room. If you are interested in attending, 
please R.S.V.P. to Katie Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Announcements for 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org.
Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 
50 years! Due to Covid, classes are 
held via Zoom. The exercise classes 
are designed for Brick members and 
non-members to maintain or improve 
their health in a fun, safe way. In 
addition to a great workout, it’s a 
wonderful way to connect with one 
another. For more information go to 
https://www.brickchurch.org/keep-fit-
registration-2021/ or contact Angie at 
alobenhofer@brickchurch.org

Mondays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Tuesdays from 4:15 PM - 5:15 PM 

Thursdays from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
(with some date exceptions)

Brick Church 
Membership 
Interested in Brick Church 
Membership? Please contact Meagan 
Hooper (mhooper@brickchurch.org 
or 212-289-4400 x 230) if you plan to 
attend the meetings, or if you would 
like more information. 

Save the Date! Fall Fling
Save the date for the annual Fall Fling sponsored by the Women's Association on 
Thursday, September 22, 2022 from 6:00 - 9:00 PM in the Brick Church Garden! 
More information to follow after Labor Day.

Confirmation Class Registration is Now Open!
Confirmation is a year-long opportunity for 8th graders to spend time with their peers, 
discuss the Christian faith, and get more involved in the Brick Church community. 
At the end of the year, students may choose to join The Brick Church as an active 
member. Confirmation Class meets Sundays at 9:00 AM beginning September 25th. 
Email Jeff Shayne, jshayne@brickchurch.org, to register. 

Brick Church Book Club
Monday, septeMber 12, at 7:00 pM 

We will be discussing "The Lincoln Highway" a novel by Amor Towles, author of 
the NYT bestselling book "A Gentleman in Moscow". The meeting will be held 
at the home of Sandy Gooder (skilloughdesign@aol.com). (575 pages). 

 
Monday, october 10, at 7:00 pM 

We will be discussing "The Night Watchman", a novel by Louise Erdrich, at the 
home Gracey Stoddard (graceystoddard@hotmail.com). This book was originally 
chosen to be read and discussed on March 14, 2022, but, due to a postponement, 
will now be discussed at the meeting on October 10th. (443 pages). 

If you wish to attend any of the Book Club meetings, please contact the hostess for 
that meeting by email in advance to let her know you will be coming. 

Come Play Pickleball! 
Pickleball is one of the fastest growing sports in the country and it’s easy to learn! We 
have equipment and space for 2 courts in Watson Hall. We will be happy to introduce 
you to the game and organize play when Watson Hall is available. Email to join the 
distribution list for updates and playing opportunities. (Enter through side entrance 
on 92nd Street)

Jill Lampe, jillwlampe@gmail.com
Debbie Seraphim, debbie.seraphim@gmail.com

Chris Carroll, carrolca@gmail.com
Joe Hipps, joseph.hipps@gmail.com

David Killebrew, dskillebrew@gmail.com

Churchwide Dinner & Family Worship (Fall 2022)
Mark your calendar for Wednesday nights this fall for a churchwide dinner in Watson 
Hall followed by a short family worship service in the Sanctuary! This will be a 
special time for all members of the Brick Church Community to connect, experience 
fellowship, and worship in a family-friendly service. 5:30 - 7:30 PM. 

Get Involved With Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick is possible because of a dedicated community of 
volunteers who pour their hearts into nurturing and teaching our children. With your 
help, we can foster a strong spiritual foundation for our kids for years to come. If you 
are interested in participating or supporting our work and mission, visit the Brick 
Church website or reach out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@brickchurch.org).



62 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128
212-289-4400

www.brickchurch.org

Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Minister
The Rev. Adam D. Gorman, Associate Minister
The Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson, Associate Minister
The Rev. Michael L. Lindvall, Pastor Emeritus

Ministry of music
Dr. Raymond Nagem, Minister of Music
Isaac Lee, Wilson Family Sacred Music Intern

Soloist
Jeffrey Taveras, tenor

Greeters
Thank you to our volunteers! 

Ushers
Christopher Allen, Team Captain, Townsend Baldwin, John Jay Batten, Matt Cashia, Horace Crary, Officer-in-Charge, Helen Elmiger, Kevin Greene, 
Charles Higgins, Christopher Mason, Christopher Randall, Jay Steen. 

Order of Saint Paul
Michael Appleby, Ethan Jung, Leah Lee, Holly Miller, Caroline Pickering and Christopher L. Allen, Beadle. 

Sess ion
Bret M. Barasch, S. Michael Barnes, Amanda B. Bellows, Nicholas M. Berry, David M. Blais, Elizabeth Boehmler, Colette O. Bryce, Theodore D. 
Clement, William S. Crutchfield III, David Darst, Karen Fang,  Pamela Ferguson, Mimi Hah, Amanda Heath, Lindsay Higgins, Jill W. Lampe, 
David Morgan, Oliver T. Moses, Jane K. Muqaddam, Addison E. Nelson (Youth Elder), Caroline C. Pickering (Youth Elder), Margaret D. Stocker, 
Christopher Thorpe, Conor S. Tochilin, Cynthia Watson, Victor L. Wu, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-Call Clerk of 
Session.

Deacons
Susan B. Appleby, Stephana Bottom, Julie T. Chang, Tenley L. Chepiga, Marilyn T. Dikkers, Mark E. Dingle, Luc M. Dowling, Sylvia A. Gower, 
Henry Greene, Maxime C. Guignand, Tiffany Hoke, Amy E. Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Alexander W. King, Loren E. Kittilsen, Christopher 
Lanning, Marisa Leichtling, John P. Muller, Sam Puopolo, Christopher L. Randall, David R. Rose, Willis G. Ryckman IV, Whitney Schwartz, 
Oscar T. Sloterbeck, Kristin S. Steen, Kate Thorpe (Youth Deacon).

Trustees
Erik M. W. Caspersen, President, Kenneth W. Austin, Secretary, Henry C. Barkhorn III, Treasurer, Patrick D. Barrett, Jonathan S. Bean, Kevin R. 
Greene, Cathy  Leonhardt, Christopher M. Mason, Elizabeth Philipp, Clare C. Pickering, Richard D. Rippe, Katherine E. Stitch, Susan P. Webb.
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270 O God, in a Mysterious Way
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262 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand


