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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Isaiah 2:1-5   Romans 13:11-14
 Psalm 122:1-9   Matthew 24:36-44

 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude              Praeludium in E Major, BWV 566 (first part)     Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685–1750)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit                E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come  Paul Manz (1919–2009) 
Peace be to you and grace from Him 
who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed His blood 
that we might saved be.  

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
the Lord Almighty God, 
who was and is and is to come; 
Sing Holy, Holy, Lord!  

Rejoice in Heaven, all ye that dwell therein; 
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
for Christ is coming, is coming soon! 

E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
and night shall be no more; 
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
for Christ will be their All.

Adapted from Revelation

*Lighting of the First Advent Candle  The Oliver-Tague Family 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Choral Introit
Paul Manz was Cantor at 

Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis, 

and professor at 
Concordia College from 

1957 until 1976. Paul and 
his wife Ruth wrote "E'en 

So, Lord Jesus, Quickly 
Come" in 1953 during 

a time when their three-
year-old son was critically 
ill. Ruth Manz reflected, 

"I think we'd reached the 
point where we felt that 

time was certainly running 
out, so we committed it to 

the Lord and said, ‘Lord 
Jesus quickly come.’” 

During this time, she had 
prepared some text for 

Paul based on Revelation 
22. While at his son's 

bedside, Paul Manz began 
drafting the composition, 

which is now known 
and loved across the 
world. Their son did 

recover, which the couple 
attributed to the power of 

prayer.



This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 

throughout The Light of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy 
advent series to enable it 

to dwell deeper within 
our spirits. 

*Processional Hymn          Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending Helmsley

Text: Stanzas 1, 3, Charles Wesley (1707–1788), alt.; stanza 2, John Cennick (1718–1755), alt.
Music: Thomas Olivers, (1725–1799); harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer of Confession   
 God of light and life, we confess that we no longer wait for the Advent of Your return. 

Instead, we dwell in the land of deep darkness, failing to bring hope where there is despair, 
faith where there is doubt, joy where there is sadness, and peace where there is strife. May we 
be born from above as we await the coming birth of our Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn
These verses by Charles 
Wesley form one of the 
great Methodist hymns. 

The first verse makes 
reference to Revelation 
1:7, as well as to Jesus’ 

own statement in Mark 
14:62: “you will see the 

Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of the 

Power, and coming with 
the clouds of heaven.” 
Wesley’s imagery links 

Jesus’ birth at Christmas 
with his return at the 
second coming, and 

urges us to prepare our 
lives for both Advents. 

The broad, rolling tune, 
first published in 1763, 
is attributed to Thomas 

Olivers, who said that he 
based it on something 
he heard whistled in a 

London street.



Sermon
When the Bible has 
been read, its message is 
proclaimed in a sermon or 
other form of exposition of 
God's Word. The God who 
speaks in scripture speaks 
to us now. The God who 
acted in biblical history acts 
today. Through the Holy 
Spirit, Christ is present in 
the sermon, offering grace. 

 Kyrie Franz Schubert (1797–1828)
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Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 28 v. 2  In dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

THE WORD
 Children's Message
 
 Prayer for Illumination and            Isaiah 2:1-5    Wendy Evans 
 Scripture Lesson                     (Pew Bible, page 631 O.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   

 Sermon           Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson
The Light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love: Let Us Walk in the Light of the Lord!

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 
a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2

THE RESPONSE

*Hymn 9                                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel

During the Passing of 
the Peace, all children are 
invited to come forward 
and sit on the chancel 
steps for the Children's 
Message.

There is no Sunday School 
today. Following the 
Children's Message, the 
children will return to 
their seats. We will enjoy 
having them with us in 
the sanctuary today!



Offertory Anthem
In the early 1920s, Rev. 

Bates G. Burt began 
penning an original 

Christmas carol each 
year and sending it as a 
greeting card to friends, 

family, and parishioners. 
He eventually passed 

the tradition on to his 
son, Alfred Burt, and 

his great-granddaughter 
Abbie Betinis took up 

this family tradition in 
2001. Abbie’s 2008 carol, 

“Behind the Clouds,” 
eagerly awaits a better 

world. She adapted 
the Advent text from a 
prose poem written by 
her great-grandfather, 

who had sent it as part 
of the family’s 1942 

card, as World War II 
raged on, and many US 

troops spent their first 
Christmas away from 

their families. The carol 
premiered on Minnesota 

Public Radio before 
being sent, as always, as 

Abbie’s annual Christmas 
card.

*Affirmation of Faith (Adapted from Colossians 1 and 3 ) 
We believe Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 
Him all things in heaven and on earth were created. He is the head of the body, the 
church; He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have 
first place in everything. For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through Him God was pleased to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of His cross. Therefore as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, we are called to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience; to bear with one another, forgive each other, just as 
the Lord has forgiven us. And above all, we must clothe ourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813–1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering

 Offertory Anthem                        Behind the Clouds Abbie Betinis (b. 1980) 
Hannah Goodman, soprano

Behind the clouds that darken human life,
Forever shines the Light of God;
  And whensoever those clouds may go,
  Dispelling the shadows in which we so 
    blindly grope,
  Then is it, indeed, 
    Hope.

With ears attuned to heaven's prophecies,
Our hearts await a Prince of Peace,
  And whensoever that Prince appear,
  And we in darkness, and we in fear
    find release,
  Then is it, indeed, 
    Peace.

Awake! Awake! Lift up your hearts downcast,
For sorrow shall transform at last,
  And whensoever that Rose unfurled,
  Invites Hosannas for all the world
    to employ,
  Then is it, indeed, 
    Joy.



O Come, O come, come closer still tonight,
The pains of life remain, but Light ... !
  And whensoever that Light breaks through, 
  And we, in radiance, reflect a new
    world above,
  Then is it, indeed, 
    Love.

*Doxology Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 2        Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Hyfrydol

 Benediction and Choral Response      
                                                           Sevenfold Amen  Peter Lutkin (1858–1931)

 
 Postlude               Praeludium in E Major, BWV 566 (second part)  

 Johann Sebastian Bach

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
H. Peter Bedrick by his wife and family.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

The congregation is 
invited to continue 
worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 

Weekly Bible Studies 
Monday Night Bible Study | Meets weekly on Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

There will be no Bible Study on Monday, Nov 28. 
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m.

These Bible Studies are hybrid events, meeting both via Zoom and in-person. 
Email Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) 

to be added to any of the weekly Bible Study distribution lists. 

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your 
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

2022 Advent Celebrations
Nov. 27th 11:00 AM | 1st Sunday of Advent
Dec. 4th 11:00 AM | 2nd Sunday of Advent

Dec. 4th 6:30 PM | Park Avenue Tree Lighting
Dec. 7th 5:30 PM | Stations of the Cradle & Crèche Lighting

Dec. 10th 4:00 PM | Christmas Pageant
Dec. 14th 6:00 PM | Midweek Service, Followed by Caroling 

with The Church of the Heavenly Rest 
Dec. 11th 11:00 AM | 3rd Sunday of Advent
Dec. 18th 11:00 AM | 4th Sunday of Advent

Dec. 18th 4:00 PM | Lessons & Carols
Dec. 24th 4:00 PM | Christmas Eve Family Service

Dec. 24th 9:30 PM | Prelude Music
Dec. 24th 10:00 PM | Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Dec. 25th 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Service

Adult Education and Golden Verse Luncheons
Join us on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the Living Room or via Zoom for Adult 
Education. If any Deacons, Elders or members feel called to lead a session, reach out 
to Elder David Morgan at evadnagrom@gmail.com. We have also instituted a Chinese 
Christian tradition known as the Golden Verse. During the 2022-2023 study year, we 
will be offering a Sunday afternoon Bible study, preceded by light brunch. These will 
begin at 1:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor Living Room on Dec 4, Jan 15, Feb 26, and Apr 16 
to fucs on on these Golden Verses, led by Rev. Dr. Evans. Please note on the dates we 
have luncheons there will be no 9:45 a.m. sessions. 

Greening of the Sanctuary (Nov 29)
Join the Worship and Music Committee in decking the halls, greening the sanctuary 
and trimming the tree in the Brick Church Sanctuary on Nov 29 from 6-8 p.m. Come 
as soon as you can make it. Come as you are. Stay as long as you like. Bring a friend, 
your decorator’s eye, your sharpened scissors and maybe a potluck snack or beverage. 

Announcements for The Brick Church
Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Park Avenue Tree Lighting (Dec 4)
Please help us celebrate one of Brick’s long-standing and largest holiday events! Dec 4 
at 6:30 p.m. we will light the Park Avenue Christmas Trees as a community and join 
in singing favorite carols. Prior to the lighting, congregants please stop by Watson 
Hall from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. for hot cocoa, wine, hors d'oeuvres and children's crafts. 
The community is welcome to stop by 92nd Street for an outdoor hot cocoa station 
from 6:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Stations of the Cradle (rsvp for Dec 7)
On Wed, Dec 7, from 5:30-6:30 p.m., we invite our entire church family to an Advent 
encounter in our sanctuary and chapel. We will feature interactive, devotional Stations 
of the Cradle, with Advent crafts suitable for all ages. At the end of the evening, we will 
light the Creche in the garden, where we will enjoy hot chocolate, cookies, and mulled 
wine. RSVP at https://www.brickchurch.org/event/stations-of-the-cradle/

Be an Angel this Christmas! (by Dec 7)
Help make Christmas merry and bright for families from the Stanley Isaacs 
Neighborhood Center. Visit the "Angel Trees" in the Garden Room and Narthex to 
shop for children's gifts or head to the Brick Church website to make a donation, and 
we will do the shopping for you! Please make your donations/drop off your gifts by 
Wednesday, December 7th. Thank you for making Christmas dreams come true! 

Brick Church Book Club (Dec 12)
On Dec 12 at 7:00 p.m. the Book Club will be discussing "Becoming Mrs. Lewis: 
the Improbably Love Story of Jo Davidson and C.S. Lewis", a best-seller in Women's 
Christian Fiction, by Patti Callahan (in paperback, 435 pages). The meeting will be 
held at the home of Marilyn Dikkers (marilyndikkers@aol.com). If you wish to attend, 
please contact the hostess by email one week in advance. 

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (Next on Dec 14)
On Dec 14, Jan 11, and April 12, Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by 
our seminarians. Please mark these dates in your calendar and join us at 6:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary (The Dec 14 service will be held in the chapel). We look forward to hearing 
from our student ministers, Joshua Garry and Sean Baz.
 
Joint Caroling with Heavenly Rest (Dec 14)
The Brick Church and Church of The Heavenly Rest communities will come together 
on Wednesday, Dec 14 to sing Christmas carols through the neighborhood and in 
Central Park. We'll start at Brick at 6:30 p.m. right after the Wednesday evening 
worship service, and end at The Heavenly Rest with hot drinks and holiday treats. All 
are invited to join, and bring your friends - the more the merrier!
 
Candlelight Lessons & Carols (Dec 18)
Brick Church’s Lessons & Carols is modeled on the famous service that has been 
sung at King’s College, Cambridge since 1918. By flickering candlelight, we tell the 
Christmas story through readings, carols, and anthems, and we proclaim the good 
news of light amid the winter’s darkness. This year's service, on Sunday, Dec 18 at 
4:00 p.m., features the world premiere of The Angel Gabriel by New York composer 
Laura Jobin-Acosta.

Following the service, all are welcome to a festive holiday reception in Watson Hall 
honoring the extraordinary musicians of Brick Church's Chancel Choir!
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9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel



2 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus


