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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Isaiah 63:7-9   Hebrews 2:10-18
 Psalm 148   Matthew 2:13-23



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                        Das alte Jahr vergangen ist, BWV 614    Johann Sebastian Bach

In dir ist Freude, BWV 615                               (1685–1750)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit                                  Benjamin Britten (1913–1976)
Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
For to worship God with, this happy New Year. 

Sing levy-dew, sing levy-dew, the water and the wine, 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe; 
Open you the West Door and turn the Old Year go. 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin; 
Open you the East Door and let the New Year in.

Welsh Folk Song

*Call to Worship  Isaiah 60
Leader: Arise, shine! Your light has come.  
People: The glory of the Lord shines like the sun. 
Leader: Behold, the nations have come to witness God’s light.
People: Kings have come to behold Christ’s brightness.
Leader: Lift up your eyes and look around.
People: The glory of the Lord is all around. 
Leader: Arise, shine!  Your light has come. 

*Processional Hymn 66                 We Three Kings Three Kings of Orient 

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 Prayer of Confession   
 Holy God, You sent a star to guide the Magi to the Christ child. We confess that we have 

not followed the light of Your Word. We have not searched for signs of Your love or trusted 
Your good news to be good. We have failed to praise Your Son’s birth and refused His peace 
on earth. We have expected little and hoped for less. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Word 
Became Flesh, hear us as we humbly pray, cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
Amen.

 
 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Hymn 66
Though often sung at 

Christmas, We Three Kings 
of Orient Are is really an 

Epiphany carol. Both 
the words and music 

were composed by John 
Henry Hopkins, the first 

professor of church music 
at General Theological 

Seminary (1855–1857). 
The middle three verses 
are often sung as solos, 

one for each of the 
“three kings.” However, 

although Matthew 2:1–12 
mentions three different 

gifts, it reveals neither the 
number of these visitors, 
nor how long after Jesus’ 

birth they arrived.

There is no childcare 
nor Children's Church. 

We're glad for the 
children to be with us 

in the Sanctuary today!



*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 23 v. 1  Gloria
Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

THE WORD
 
 Prayer for Illumination and      Matthew 2:1-12      
 Scripture Lesson                       (Pew Bible, page 2 N.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   

 Sermon                                            Kings Foretold Rev. Adam D. Gorman

THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith John 1:1-5, 10-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and without 
Him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in Him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it...He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him; yet the 
world did not know Him. He came to what was His own, and His own people did not 
accept Him. But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen His glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813–1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

Congregational Response
The long, cascading runs 
on the word “Gloria” are 
called melismas, meaning 
that one syllable of the 
text is stretched out over 
multiple notes of music. 
This is normally a feature 
of solo and choral music, 
and it’s unusual for a 
congregational hymn to 
include such a long string 
of notes on the same word. 
The refrain represents 
the endless song of the 
angels, which is clearly 
distinguished from the 
syllabic, “human” music of 
the first two lines. 



*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem                   O Holy Night  Adolphe Adam (1803–1856) 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope! The weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born. 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here came the wise men from Orient land, 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our friend; 
He knows our need—to our weakness no stranger!
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 

Placide Cappeau (1808–1887), trans. John Sullivan Dwight (1813–1893)

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Hymn 63                               As with Gladness Men of Old              Dix 

 Benediction and Choral Response      
                                                           Sevenfold Amen  John Stainer (1840–1901)
  
 Postlude                                  Noël Grand Jeu et Duo    Louis-Claude Daquin 

(1694–1772)

Offertory Anthem
This famous Christmas 

carol began with a 
French poem by Placide 

Cappeau, set to music 
by Adolphe Adam, a 

Parisian composer known 
for comic operas and 

ballets (of which Giselle 
is still performed today). 

The song came to the 
United States through 
John Sullivan Dwight, 
an ordained Unitarian 

minister and music critic, 
who translated it into 

English. Although Dwight 
softened the militant 

tone of the French words 
somewhat—Adam had 

called it “the religious 
Marseillaise”—both 

versions had a strong 
abolitionist sentiment. 

A third verse runs in 
part, “The Redeemer has 

broken every fetter; the 
earth is free and heaven is 
opened. He sees a brother 

where there had been 
only a slave; love binds 

together those whom iron 
had chained.”

The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.

Postlude
Louis-Claude Daquin 

was a volcanic personality 
whose flair and élan, both 

musical and personal, 
might make a highly 

entertaining historical 
film. He was known for 

dazzling public concerts, 
competitions against his 
rivals, contempt for his 

musical inferiors, and 
one at least one occasion, 
drawing his sword when 

he thought that his 
musicianship was not 

sufficiently respected. His 
only published music is 
a set of twelve Noëls, or 
variations on Christmas 

carols, which give a good 
picture of his technical 

skill.



the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
the lives of William and Janet Kassab.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two 
to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite 
you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments 
and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported 
a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian 
denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The 
Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. 
John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as 
found in the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission 
to lead, inspire and enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the 
city of New York. Our response can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as 
we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting 
spiritual development, Christian education and witness to our community, which will be 
evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also in our outreach to the 
broader world.



Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

Pioneers Late Night at Brick (Jan 6)
On Jan 6, our Pioneers (5th-7th graders) are invited to a night of service and fun. We 
will start the evening with a service project where we will cook food for Grassroots 
Grocery. We will then deliver the food to a local spot where there is great need for fresh 
food. Then we will continue the evening with fun and games back at Watson Hall. We 
would love for parents to join for the service part and will need as many high schoolers 
as possible for the whole night. The evening will be from 5:00-10:00pm. Please RSVP 
here: www.brickchurch.org/event/pioneers-late-night-at-brick

Adult Education and Golden Verse Luncheons 
Sunday morning Adult Education has concluded for 2022. We look forward to 
meeting again on Sunday, Jan 8, at 9:45 a.m. in the Living Room, led by Karen Fang. 
If any Deacons, Elders or members feel called to lead a session, reach out to Elder 
David Morgan at evadnagrom@gmail.com. 

On Jan 15, Feb 26, and Apr 16, Rev. Dr. Evans will lead the Adult Education classes at 
9:45 a.m. in the Living Room. We will use these dates to focus on a Chinese tradition 
known as the Golden Verse. 

Men's and Women's Weekly Bible Studies 
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m.

Both Men's and Women's Bible Studies will resume on Thursday, Jan 12.
These are hybrid Bible studies, meeting both via Zoom and in-person. Email Sophie 

Carnegie to be added to any of the weekly Bible Study distribution lists. 

The Faithful Table (Jan 18 start)
We’re so excited for the return of The Faithful Table! Please take note of the new meeting 
cadence and evening plans. We will come together on the 3rd and 1st Wednesday of 
each month, beginning Jan 18. The evenings will begin at 5:30 p.m. with a family 
meal. At 6:00 p.m. the children will offer a song and then be dismissed to the YAR for 
children’s programming while the adults continue to fellowship and enjoy a devotion. 
Come by yourself, with your family, or friends to enjoy this biweekly, midweek 
opportunity for food, faith and fellowship! If you have any questions please reach out 
to Debbie Seraphim (debbie.seraphim@gmail.com) or Helen Elmiger (helentullah@
hotmail.com). 

Announcements for 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

A New Series in Genesis (Jan 18 start)
Join Rev. Evans for a new focused study on The Beginnings of Genesis (focusing on 
chapters 1-6). The Bible study will meet on the 3rd and 1st Wednesday of each month 
beginning Jan 18 at 6:45 p.m. (immediately following The Faithful Table) in Rev. 
Evans’ office (on the 4th floor). These are core texts that explore the fundamental 
questions of existence: Who are we? Who made the world? What do we owe God, 
creation, and others? Why is the world so broken? This is an in-person Bible study. 
Reach out to Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) to be added to the 
distribution list or should you have any questions. All are welcome. 

All Youth Ski Trip (Jan 28)
All youth, 5-12 grades are invited to our annual Ski Trip to Mountain Creek on 
Saturday, Jan 28 (snowboarding is also an option). We will leave the Brick Church at 
7 a.m. sharp and return by 5:00 p.m. Friends are welcome and encouraged to join. 

You can register at www.brickchurch.org/skitrip and we will close registration on Jan 
25. If you have any questions about registration or would like to join this trip as a 
chaperone, please contact Adam Gorman at agorman@brickchurch.org. 

Don’t let cost deter you, there are scholarships available and we never want cost to be 
a hindrance. This will be a great season for skiing and we hope you can make it!

Working Women's Lunch (Jan 30)
The Working Women’s Lunch Bible Study will next meet on Monday, January 30, 
2023 from noon – 1:00 p.m. for a Bible study led by Rev. Kim Jackson. 

Registration: Please contact Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) to 
reserve your spot. Space is limited. Registration includes lunch. You must reregister 
for each meeting. 

Fees: The cost to attend is $36.25 per person. Please pay Carrie Galloway in advance 
via Venmo (@Carrie-Galloway-9) or at the event via check (made out to Carrie 
Galloway).

Colony Club: 564 Park Avenue (at 62nd). There is a strict dress code. Men must 
wear coat and tie and women must dress professionally. No denim is permitted.  

Sunday Flowers 
If you would like to sponsor our Sunday flowers one week "in honor of" or "in 
memory of" a loved one, please contact us online at https://www.brickchurch.org/
memorialflowers. Thank you for helping to adorn our sanctuary to the glory of God. 

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (Apr 12)
On Apr 12 at 6:00 p.m. Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by our 
seminarians in the sanctuary. We look forward to hearing from our student ministers, 
Joshua Garry and Sean Baz. Please note, there will no longer be a service on Jan 11.
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66 We Three Kings





63 As with Gladness Men of Old


