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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Isaiah 11:1-10   Romans 15:4-13
 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   Matthew 3:1-12



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                Variations on “Greensleeves”     David Briggs (b. 1962)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Minute for Mission   Deacon Whitney Schwartz  

 Choral Introit                           Muchos resplandores     Olle Widestrand (1932–2018)
Johnny Maldonado, tenor

Muchos resplandores, sólo una luz;
es la luz de Cristo.
Muchos resplandores, sólo una luz
que nos hace uno. 

Many are the lightbeams from the one light. 
Our true light is Jesus.
Many are the lightbeams from the one light; 
We are one in Christ.

Andres Frostenson (1906–2006) and Pabo D. Sosa (1933–2020)

*Lighting of the Second Advent Candle  Henry Greene, Alex King, 
and Margaret Pennoyer 

*Hymn 3                          Comfort, Comfort You My People Psalm 42 

 Prayer of Confession   
 God of light and life, we confess that we no longer wait for the Advent of Your return. 

Instead, we dwell in the land of deep darkness, failing to bring hope where there is despair, 
faith where there is doubt, joy where there is sadness, and peace where there is strife. May 
we be born from above as we await the coming birth of our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Kyrie Franz Schubert (1797–1828)
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 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Prelude
David Briggs is Artist in 

Residence at the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine in 

New York, and maintains 
an international career 

as a recitalist, improviser, 
and composer. He is also 

the father of Kerensa 
Briggs, the composer 

of today’s offertory 
anthem. His variations 

on “Greensleeves” (What 
Child Is This) were 

inspired by his study of 
the great improviser Pierre 
Cochereau (1924–1984), 
organist of Notre-Dame 

Cathedral in Paris. 
Cochereau would often 

improvise on familiar 
Christmas carols, and 

leave the audience 
spellbound at how many 

ideas he could develop 
from a simple tune. 

David’s variations are full 
of French wit and style, 

very much in the spirit of 
his illustrious predecessor.

This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 

throughout The Light of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy 

Advent series to enable 
it to dwell deeper within 

our spirits. 

During the Passing of 
the Peace, all children are 
invited to come forward 

and sit on the chancel steps 
for the Children's Message.



*Congregational Response 28 v. 2  In dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

THE WORD
 Children's Message
 
 Prayer for Illumination and               Isaiah 11:1-10      Elder Amanda Heath 
 Scripture Lesson                          (Pew Bible, page 640 O.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   

 Sermon           Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
The Light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love:  

Freedom From Fear Brings...Peace

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 
a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2

THE RESPONSE
 Offertory Anthem                        A Tender Shoot  Kerensa Briggs (b. 1991)

A tender shoot has started 
Up from a root of grace, 
As ancient seers imparted, 
From Jesse’s holy race:
It blooms without a blight, 
Blooms in the cold bleak winter, 
Turning our darkness into light.

This shoot Isaiah taught us 
From Jesse’s root should spring; 
The Virgin Mary brought us 
The branch of which we sing;
Our God of endless might 
Gave her this child to save us, 
Thus turning darkness into light.

Anonymous German, 15th century, 
trans. William Bartholomew (1793–1867)

Sunday School is available 
for age 3 through grade 
7 and will be dismissed 
following the Children's 
Message. 
Age 3-4: The Two's Room 
Age 5 / Kindergarten &   
1st Grade: 2 North
2nd & 3rd Grade:  
2 South
4th & 5th Grade: 
3rd Floor Dining Room
6th & 7th Grade:  
3rd Floor Carnegie Room

Hymn 3 (opposite page) 
This melody was written 
for the Genevan Psalter 
of 1551, which was 
supervised by John 
Calvin. Although it never 
caught on with Scottish 
Presbyterians, it was 
enthusiastically adopted 
(with different words) by 
German Lutherans, and 
its presence in our hymnal 
is a reflection of the 
musical heritage shared by 
both denominations. The 
liveliness of the tune is a 
good reminder that those 
early Calvinists sang very 
vigorously, and, according 
to contemporary accounts, 
at quite a fast pace! 

Offertory Anthem
Kerensa Briggs wrote this 
new setting of an ancient 
German text in 2020, in 
response to a commission 
from Wells Cathedral. She 
created an instant classic 
that has already been sung 
far and wide – a lush, 
expressive setting with 
shimmering harmonies. 
Throughout the piece, the 
choir functions as a single 
voice, with everyone 
singing the same words at 
the same time. Listen for 
the way the music stresses 
the important words and 
underlines their meaning: 
“blight,” “midwinter,” 
“might,” “save us,” and the 
final “light.”



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation

 Gradual Hymn 519 v.1                       Thee We Adore   Adoro te devote
Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, Who at this blessed feast art pleased to be; 
Both flesh and Spirit in Thy presence fail, Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail.

    Thomas Aquinas (c.1225–1274)  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 Sanctus                                     Santo, Santo, Santo Argentine Santo
Sung by the Choir, then repeated by All in Spanish or English.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Holy Communion
 
 Communion Anthem     Surge, illuminare, Jerusalem Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

(1525–1594)
Surge, illuminare, Jerusalem, 
quia venit lumen tuum, 
et gloria Domini super te orta est. 
Quia ecce tenebrae operient terram 
et caligo populos. 
Super te autem orietur Dominus, 
et gloria ejus in te videbitur.

The Lord’s Supper  
is the sign and seal of 

eating and drinking 
in communion with 

the crucified and risen 
Lord. During his earthly 

ministry Jesus shared 
meals with his followers 
as a sign of community 
and acceptance and as 

an occasion for his own 
ministry. 

Members of the Chancel 
Committee assisting 

with Communion today 
are Clare Pickering and 

Pamela Ferguson. 

Communion will be 
served by intinction. 

You are invited to 
come forward by the 

center aisle beginning 
with the front rows, 

receive bread, dip it in 
the chalice, partake, 

and return to your seat 
by the side aisles. The 

bread is gluten-free. All 
who would humbly put 

their trust in Christ, 
whatever their church 

or denominational 
affiliation, are invited to 

participate.



Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, 
for your light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 
For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth 
and thick darkness the people. 
But the Lord shall arise upon you, 
and God’s glory shall be seen in you.

Based on Isaiah 60:1–2
   

Prayer after Communion

THE SENDING

*Hymn 38                           It Came upon the Midnight Clear Carol 

 Benediction and Choral Response             Amen   John Bertalot (b. 1931)
  
 Postlude          Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BuxWV 223   Dietrich Buxtehude 

(1637–1707)

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Robert I. Dickson, beloved husband, father and Papa by the Dickson and Thorpe families.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

Hymn 38
“It Came Upon the 
Midnight Clear” was 
written in 1849 by 
Edmund Sears, pastor of 
the Unitarian Church in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, 
and set to music the 
following year. Sears was 
suffering from burnout 
and depression, and 
further discouraged by 
recent news of the 1848 
revolutions in Europe and 
the Mexican-American 
War. His words interpret 
the angels’ message of 
“peace on earth” in strong 
and explicit anti-war 
terms. An additional 
verse not included in our 
hymnal reads: “Yet with 
the woes of sin and strife 
the world has suffered 
long; Beneath the angel-
strain have rolled two 
thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with 
man, hears not the love-
song which they bring; O 
hush the noise, ye men of 
strife, and hear the angels 
sing.”

The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as found in 
the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission to lead, inspire and 
enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city of New York. Our response 
can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by 
Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness 
to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also 
in our outreach to the broader world.



Announcements for The Brick Church
Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 

Weekly Bible Studies 
Monday Night Bible Study | Meets weekly on Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Monday, December 5th will be the final meeting of 2022, resuming 2023.  
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. 

Thursday, December 8th will be the final meeting of 2022, resuming 2023.  
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m.

Thursday, December 8th will be the final meeting of 2022, resuming 2023.  

These Bible Studies are hybrid events, meeting both via Zoom and in-person. 
Email Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) 

to be added to any of the weekly Bible Study distribution lists. 

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags can 
be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members Committee 
would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They will be wearing 
nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

2022 Advent Celebrations
Dec. 4th 6:30 PM | Park Avenue Tree Lighting

Dec. 7th 5:30 PM | Stations of the Cradle & Crèche Lighting
Dec. 10th 4:00 PM | Christmas Pageant

Dec. 11th 11:00 AM | 3rd Sunday of Advent
Dec. 14th 6:00 PM | Midweek Service, Followed by Caroling 

with The Church of the Heavenly Rest
Dec. 18th 11:00 AM | 4th Sunday of Advent

Dec. 18th 4:00 PM | Lessons & Carols
Dec. 24th 4:00 PM | Christmas Eve Family Service

Dec. 24th 9:30 PM | Prelude Music
Dec. 24th 10:00 PM | Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight and Communion

Dec. 25th 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Service

Adult Education and Golden Verse Luncheons
Join us on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the Living Room or via Zoom for Adult 
Education. If any Deacons, Elders or members feel called to lead a session, reach out 
to Elder David Morgan at evadnagrom@gmail.com. We have also instituted a Chinese 
Christian tradition known as the Golden Verse. During the 2022-2023 study year, we will 
be offering a Sunday afternoon Bible study, preceded by light brunch. These will begin at 
1:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor Living Room on Dec 4, Jan 15, Feb 26, and Apr 16 to fucs on 
on these Golden Verses, led by Rev. Dr. Evans. Please note on the dates we have luncheons 
there will be no 9:45 a.m. sessions. 

Park Avenue Tree Lighting (Today!)
Please help us celebrate one of Brick’s long-standing and largest holiday events! Dec 4 
at 6:30 p.m. we will light the Park Avenue Christmas Trees as a community and join in 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

singing favorite carols. Prior to the lighting, congregants please stop by Watson Hall 
from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. for hot cocoa, wine, hors d'oeuvres and children's crafts. The 
community is welcome to stop by 92nd Street for an outdoor hot cocoa station from 
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Following the Tree Lighting and Carol Sing, the New Member and Evangelism 
Committee will invite visitors from the neighborhood to visit our sanctuary and learn 
more about The Brick Church. Volunteers will be stationed in the sanctuary and 
narthex to welcome visitors, provide information about the church and our Christmas 
worship services, and to pray with any who would like. Please invite your friends to 
visit us following the Carol Sing to experience the beauty and warmth of The Brick 
Church sanctuary.

Be an Angel this Christmas! (by Dec 7)
Help make Christmas merry and bright for families from the Stanley Isaacs Neighborhood 
Center. Select an Angel from one of the trees in the Narthex or Garden Room. Shop 
from the wishlist, tag unwrapped gifts with your ornament and drop them off in the 
Garden Room by Wednesday, December 7th. Don't have time? Head to the Brick 
Church website to make a donation, and we will do the shopping for you! Thank you 
for making Christmas dreams come true! 

Stations of the Cradle (Dec 7)
On Wed, Dec 7, from 5:30-6:30 p.m., we invite our entire church family to an Advent 
encounter in our sanctuary and chapel. We will feature interactive, devotional Stations 
of the Cradle, with Advent crafts suitable for all ages. At the end of the evening, we will 
light the Creche in the garden, where we will enjoy hot chocolate, cookies, and mulled 
wine. RSVP at https://www.brickchurch.org/event/stations-of-the-cradle/

Brick Church Book Club (Dec 12)
On Dec 12 at 7:00 p.m. the Book Club will be discussing "Becoming Mrs. Lewis: 
the Improbably Love Story of Jo Davidson and C.S. Lewis", a best-seller in Women's 
Christian Fiction, by Patti Callahan (in paperback, 435 pages). The meeting will be held 
at the home of Marilyn Dikkers (marilyndikkers@aol.com). If you wish to attend, please 
contact the hostess by email one week in advance. 

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (Next on Dec 14)
On Dec 14, Jan 11, and April 12, Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by 
our seminarians. Please mark these dates in your calendar and join us at 6:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary (The Dec 14 service will be held in the chapel). We look forward to hearing from 
our student ministers, Joshua Garry and Sean Baz.
 
Joint Caroling with Heavenly Rest (Dec 14)
The Brick Church and Church of The Heavenly Rest communities will come together 
on Wednesday, Dec 14 to sing Christmas carols through the neighborhood and in 
Central Park. We'll start at Brick at 6:30 p.m. right after the Wednesday evening 
worship service, and end at The Heavenly Rest with hot drinks and holiday treats. All 
are invited to join, and bring your friends - the more the merrier!
 
Candlelight Lessons & Carols (Dec 18)
Brick Church’s Lessons & Carols is modeled on the famous service that has been 
sung at King’s College, Cambridge since 1918. By flickering candlelight, we tell the 
Christmas story through readings, carols, and anthems, and we proclaim the good 
news of light amid the winter’s darkness. This year's service, on Sunday, Dec 18 at 4:00 
p.m., features the world premiere of The Angel Gabriel by New York composer Laura 
Jobin-Acosta.

Following the service, all are welcome to a festive holiday reception in Watson Hall 
honoring the extraordinary musicians of Brick Church's Chancel Choir!
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3 Comfort, Comfort You My People



38 It Came Upon A Midnight Clear


