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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Isaiah 35:1-10   James 5:7-10
 Psalm 146:5-10   Matthew 11:2-11



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude               Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645     Johann Sebastian Bach 

Thomas Hoyt, trumpet                                     (1685-1750)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Minute for Mission   Elder David Darst  

 Choral Introit                             Asahi wa noborite     Chūgorо̄ Torii (1898–1986)
Hirona Amamiya, soprano

Asahi wa nobori te yo o teraseri, 
Kuraki ni sumu hito kitari aoge.
Chie ni tomitaru Shu yo ni idetari, 
Kono yo no sato ri mo muna shi-ki mono.

Lo, now ascends the morning sun, and floods the world with light;
Let all who dwell in grief and pain the glorious sunrise greet.
For He whose word is truth and law has come into the world;
Let all who seek for righteousness kneel humbly at His feet.

Japanese hymn, trans. Esther Hibbard (1903–1999)

 Lighting of the Third Advent Candle  Alina and Leah Lee 

*Processional Hymn 15           Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers Llangloffan

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 Prayer of Confession   
 God of light and life, we confess that we no longer wait for the Advent of Your return. 

Instead, we dwell in the land of deep darkness, failing to bring hope where there is despair, 
faith where there is doubt, joy where there is sadness, and peace where there is strife. May 
we be born from above as we await the coming birth of our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Kyrie Franz Schubert (1797–1828)
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 Assurance of Forgiveness

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Introit
The music to this introit 

was written in 1953 
by Japanese composer 

Chūgorо̄ Torii, and 
titled “Christmas Day,” a 
fitting name for a hymn 
that describes new light 
coming into the world. 
Esther Lowell Hibbard, 
who translated it, lived 

most of her adult life in 
Japan, where she taught 

music and English at 
Doshisha Women's 

College of Liberal Arts 
in Kyoto. In her later 

years she translated many 
Japanese hymns and songs 

into English.

This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 

throughout The Light of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy 

Advent series to enable 
it to dwell deeper within 

our spirits. 



*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 28 v. 2  In dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

 Presentation
The children being baptized today are:

Finn Wilder Larsen
Jasper Irgens Larsen & Samantha Jane Larsen

Lucy Claire Manzella
Michael Francis Manzella & Liidia Inna Liuksila

Charlotte Kathryn Merritt 
Jason Benjamin Merritt & Christina Antonio Merritt

Henry Robert Merritt
Jason Benjamin Merritt & Christina Antonio Merritt

Luca George Oliver-Tague
Ross Andrew Oliver & Matthew Ryan Tague

Elders David Darst, Pam Ferguson, Mimi Hah, Dave Morgan, 
Kirsten Morgan, and Oliver Moses will assist with today’s baptisms.

 Hymn 53 v.1                                  What Child Is This Greensleeves
Please remain seated.

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the Son of Mary!

Sunday School is available 
for age 3 through grade 
7 and will be dismissed 
following the baptisms. 
Age 3-4: The Two's Room 
Age 5 / Kindergarten &   
1st Grade: 2 North
2nd & 3rd Grade:  
2 South
4th & 5th Grade: 
3rd Floor Dining Room
6th & 7th Grade:  
3rd Floor Carnegie Room



 Baptismal Questions and Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise...

 Baptisms

 Welcome

 Hymn 53 v.2-3                              What Child Is This Greensleeves
Please remain seated.

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.

Refrain

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Refrain 

 Blessing

THE WORD
 
 Prayer for Illumination and       Isaiah 35:1-10      Elder Michael Appleby 
 Scripture Lesson                (Pew Bible, page 663 O.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   

 Sermon           Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
The Light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love:  

Freedom from Want Brings…Joy!

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 
a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2

THE RESPONSE
 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

Offertory Anthem
William Harris was 

Organist of St. George’s 
Chapel, Windsor from 

1933 to 1961. The 
choirboys who sang for 
him there describe him 

as round-faced, bald, and 
usually jolly, but liable to 
scold the singers from the 
organ loft in a loud stage 
whisper when the music 

did not go as planned! 
“Strengthen ye the weak 

hands” was written for 
a service of healing at 

Canterbury Cathedral in 
1949, and was meant to 
highlight the connection 
between Isaiah’s words of 

comfort and the calling 
of the medical profession. 

Fortunately, the piece 
stands on its own, 

encouraging us toward 
healing and renewal of all 

kinds.



 Offertory Anthem         Strengthen Ye the Weak Hands William H. Harris 
(1883–1973)

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful 
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come; he will come and save you. 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then shall the 
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing: for in the wilderness shall 
waters break out, and streams in the desert. The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad 
for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.

O Savior of the world, who by thy Cross and precious Blood has redeemed us, save us and 
help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord.

Isaiah 35:1–6, Book of Common Prayer

*Doxology Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 40                   Joy to the World! Antioch 

 Benediction and Choral Response      
                                                                  Amen  Jack Coen (b. 1994)
  
 Postlude                                               Marche   André Fleury (1903–1995)

Thomas Hoyt, trumpet

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
A. Alex Porter Jr. by his nieces Alexis Boehmler, Jean Boehmler Reynolds and Liz Boehmler.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

The congregation is 
invited to continue 
worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.

Hymn 40
This wonderful tune 
is usually credited to 
Handel, but it is not 
an exact match for any 
known piece of Handel’s. 
It has some similarities to 
the chorus “Lift up your 
heads” from Messiah, and 
the third line is similar 
to “Comfort Ye,” but 
it is really the work of 
Lowell Mason. As music 
director of Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church 
in New York City from 
1853 to 1860, Mason 
broke with tradition 
by installing an organ, 
and worked tirelessly to 
promote congregational 
singing. As an enthusiastic 
admirer of Handel’s 
music, Mason would have 
had no trouble arranging 
or composing his own 
tune in the same style.

Amen
Jack Coen is Music 
Director at Temple 
Emanu-El on 65th St., 
and this Amen is one of 
several that he wrote for 
the choir there to sing in 
worship.



Weekly Bible Studies 
Weekly Bible Studies have concluded for 2022, resuming January 2023. If you'd 
like to be added to any of the distribution lists, please email Sophie Carnegie 
(scarnegie@brickchurch.org).

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

2022 Advent Celebrations
Dec. 14th 6:00 PM | Midweek Service, Followed by Caroling 

with The Church of the Heavenly Rest
Dec. 18th 11:00 AM | 4th Sunday of Advent

Dec. 18th 4:00 PM | Lessons & Carols
Dec. 24th 4:00 PM | Christmas Eve Family Service

Dec. 24th 9:30 PM | Prelude Music
Dec. 24th 10:00 PM | Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight and Communion

Dec. 25th 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Service

Brick Church Book Club (Tomorrow!)
On Dec 12 at 7:00 p.m. the Book Club will be discussing "Becoming Mrs. Lewis: 
the Improbably Love Story of Jo Davidson and C.S. Lewis", a best-seller in Women's 
Christian Fiction, by Patti Callahan (in paperback, 435 pages). The meeting will be 
held at the home of Marilyn Dikkers (marilyndikkers@aol.com). If you wish to attend, 
please contact the hostess by email one week in advance. 

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (This Week!)
On Dec 14, Jan 11, and April 12, Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by 
our seminarians. Please mark these dates in your calendar and join us at 6:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary (The Dec 14 service will be held in the chapel). We look forward to hearing 
from our student ministers, Joshua Garry and Sean Baz.
 
Joint Caroling with Heavenly Rest (This Week!)
The Brick Church and Church of The Heavenly Rest communities will come together 
on Wednesday, Dec 14 to sing Christmas carols through the neighborhood and in 
Central Park. We'll start at Brick at 6:30 p.m. right after the Wednesday evening 
worship service, and end at The Heavenly Rest with hot drinks and holiday treats. 
All are invited to join, and bring your friends - the more the merrier!

Announcements for 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Candlelight Lessons & Carols (Dec 18)
Brick Church’s Lessons & Carols is modeled on the famous service that has been 
sung at King’s College, Cambridge since 1918. By flickering candlelight, we tell the 
Christmas story through readings, carols, and anthems, and we proclaim the good 
news of light amid the winter’s darkness. This year's service, on Sunday, Dec 18 at 
4:00 p.m., features the world premiere of The Angel Gabriel by New York composer 
Laura Jobin-Acosta.

Following the service, all are welcome to a festive holiday reception in Watson Hall 
honoring the extraordinary musicians of Brick Church's Chancel Choir!

Christmas Eve Services (Dec 24)
There will be two services this Christmas Eve – one at 4:00 p.m. and the traditional 
Candlelight Service at 10:00 p.m. The 4:00 p.m. service will be family-friendly, 
child-friendly, and have something for everyone! This year, Brick Church would like 
to reinstitute a time-honored tradition at the 4:00 p.m. service. Please bring a gift (a 
toy, game, art supplies, scarf, etc.) for a family who could use a little extra love this 
holiday season. Wrap and label your gift(s) indicating who would be best suited to 
receive the gift (Example: 4-year old boy, 7-year old girl). We are working with one of 
our partners in ministry on this opportunity.  At this time, we know we have 30 families 
who could really use our help and we will get you more information on this endeavor 
as soon as possible. Look to your Tuesday email, Friday blast, on the website and in our 
announcements for more information to come. 

Adult Education and Golden Verse Luncheons
Join us on Sundays from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the Living Room or via Zoom for Adult 
Education. If any Deacons, Elders or members feel called to lead a session, reach out 
to Elder David Morgan at evadnagrom@gmail.com. We have also instituted a Chinese 
Christian tradition known as the Golden Verse. During the 2022-2023 study year, we 
will be offering a Sunday afternoon Bible study, preceded by light brunch. These will 
begin at 1:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor Living Room on Jan 15, Feb 26, and Apr 16 to fucs 
on on these Golden Verses, led by Rev. Dr. Evans. Please note on the dates we have 
luncheons there will be no 9:45 a.m. sessions. 

Working Women's Lunch
The Working Women’s Lunch Bible Study will next meet on Monday, January 30, 2023 
from noon – 1:00 p.m. for a Bible study led by Rev. Kim Jackson. 

Registration: Please contact Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) to reserve 
your spot. Space is limited. Registration includes lunch. You must reregister for each 
meeting. 

Fees: The cost to attend is $36.25 per person. Please pay Carrie Galloway in advance via 
Venmo (@Carrie-Galloway-9) or at the event via check (made out to Carrie Galloway).

Colony Club: 564 Park Avenue (at 62nd). There is a strict dress code. Men must wear 
coat and tie and women must dress professionally. No denim is permitted.  

Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).



62 East 92nd Street, New York, NY 10128
212-289-4400

www.brickchurch.org

Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Minister
The Rev. Adam D. Gorman, Associate Minister
The Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson, Associate Minister
The Rev. Michael L. Lindvall, Pastor Emeritus
Sean Baz, Joshua Garry, Student Ministers

Ministry of music
Dr. Raymond Nagem, Minister of Music
Julianna Grabowski, Director of Children's Music Ministries
Isaac Lee, Wilson Family Sacred Music Intern

Chancel Choir
Sopranos: Hirona Amamiya, Amber Evans, Hannah Goodman, Julianna Grabowski, Alina Lee, Tonna Miller-Vallés, Jennifer Wu Altos: 
Annmarie Errico, Katie O’Neal, Melissa Raymond, Ann Quintero Tenors: Sean Fallen, Johnny Maldonado, Ongama Mhlontlo, Jeffrey 
Taveras Basses: Buddy Crutchfield, Ned Hanlon, Daniel Hoy, Nathaniel Sullivan

Greeters
Chris Carroll, Team Leader, Shelby Spears Carroll, Amanda Brickel Bellows, Nick Berry, Melody Cashia, Matt Cashia, Courtney Dolan Leidy, Katie Irwin 
Reese, Stephen Salley, Eric Scuderi, Matt Tague, Natasha Wolff, Anna Bender Zeckendorf 

Ushers
Townsend Baldwin, John Jay Batten, Matt Cashia, Horace Crary, Team Captain, Helen Elmiger, Kevin Greene, Charles Higgins, Helen Lynch, Team 
Captain, Christopher Mason, Lawrence Minicone, Christopher Randall, Jay Steen

Order of Saint Paul
Michael Appleby, Ethan Jung, Leah Lee, Holly Miller, Caroline Pickering and Christopher L. Allen, Beadle

Session
Michael J. Appleby, Youth Elder, Bret M. Barasch, Nicholas M. Berry, Elizabeth Boehmler, Theodore D. Clement, David Darst, Helen T. 
Elmiger, Karen Fang, Pamela Ferguson, Jay A. Galloway, Mimi Hah, Amanda Heath, Lindsay Higgins, Ben C. Huneke, Stefan Kruger, Jill W. 
Lampe, Lisa L. Margosian, Amy K. McDonald, David Morgan, Jane Muqaddam, Margaret E. Pennoyer, Elizabeth Stearns, Youth Elder, Margaret 
D. Stocker, Christopher Thorpe, Cynthia Watson, Tanya S. Wells, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-Call Clerk of 
Session

Deacons
Emily Abelson, Susan B. Appleby, Preston Blankenship, Virginia Harper Breen, Julie T. Chang, Trish Chapman, Ann Darmstaetter, Marilyn T. 
Dikkers, Luc M. Dowling, Henry Greene, Maxime C. Guignand, Tiffany Hoke, Daniel Hoy, Ruth Jin, Sarah Johnson, Megan Kim, Alexander W. 
King, Leah Lee, Youth Deacon, Marisa Leichtling, Liane McAllister, Sam Puopolo, Christopher L. Randall, David R. Rose, Willis G. Ryckman IV, 
Whitney Schwartz, Carla Stearns

Trustees
Erik M. W. Caspersen, President, Kenneth W. Austin, Secretary, Henry C. Barkhorn III, Treasurer, Patrick D. Barrett, Jonathan S. Bean, Kevin R. 
Greene, Cathy Leonhardt, Christopher M. Mason, Elizabeth Philipp, Clare C. Pickering, Richard D. Rippe, Katherine E. Stitch, Susan P. Webb



15 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers



40 Joy to the World!


