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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Isaiah 7:10-16   Romans 1:1-7
 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19   Matthew 1:18-25



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                                          Rorate caeli     Jeanne Demessieux (1921–1968)

What Child Is This                 Traditional English Carol
Kirsten Morgan, flute

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Minute for Mission   Dr. Raymond Nagem

 Choral Introit                       The Shepherds’ Nowell     Anna Laura Page (b. 1943)
Sung by the Youth Choirs
Kirsten Morgan, flute

Little lambs lay sleeping, 
Shepherds watch were keeping; 
Suddenly a starry host appeared in the sky.
Alleluias singing, 
Gladsome tidings bringing;
On this night the Savior Jesus is born!
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the king of Israel.

Have no fear, but hurry
To the manger lowly;
There you’ll find the newborn King asleep on the hay.
Bow down before Him, 
Worship and adore Him; 
On this night the Savior Jesus is born!
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Shepherds sing Nowell, Nowell. 

Anna Laura Page

 Lighting of the First Advent Candle  Glenn and Grace Sarno 

*Processional Hymn 16       The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Gabriel’s Message

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 Prayer of Confession   
 God of light and life, we confess that we no longer wait for the Advent of Your return. 

Instead, we dwell in the land of deep darkness, failing to bring hope where there is despair, 
faith where there is doubt, joy where there is sadness, and peace where there is strife. May 
we be born from above as we await the coming birth of our Lord. Amen. 

 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Prelude
Jeanne Demessieux’s 

extravagantly virtuosic Te 
Deum was the postlude for 

Christ the King Sunday 
in November. Rorate 

caeli, from a collection of 
short preludes meant for 
practical use in worship, 

shows a much gentler 
character, with sweetly 

nostalgic harmonies. 

This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 

throughout The Light of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy 

Advent series to enable 
it to dwell deeper within 

our spirits. 

Hymn 16
Sabine Baring-Gould, 

who translated this 
carol into English, was 
variously “an Anglican 

priest, hagiographer, 
antiquarian, novelist, folk 
song collector and eclectic 

scholar.” He suffered 
from ill-health most of 

his life, but he certainly 
retained his ability to 

write, with more than 
1,240 publications to 

his credit. Baring-Gould 
probably heard a version 

of this song sung while 
on vacation in Spain as a 
child. It paints a picture 

of the Annunciation and 
the Magnificat as a lively, 

buoyant dialogue between 
Mary and the angel 

Gabriel.



 Kyrie Franz Schubert (1797–1828)
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 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 28 v. 2  In dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

THE WORD
 Children’s Message

*Hymn 43                                  O Little Town of Bethlehem St. Louis
 
 Prayer for Illumination and       Isaiah 7:10-14      Elder Christopher Thorpe 
 Scripture Lesson                   (Pew Bible, page 636 O.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   

 Sermon           Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
The Light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love: Freedom Of Speech Brings Love

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 
a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2

During the Passing of 
the Peace, all children are 
invited to come forward 
and sit on the chancel steps 
for the Children's Message.

Sunday School is available 
for age 3 through grade 
7 and will be dismissed 
following the Children's 
Message. 
Age 3-4: The Two's Room 
Age 5 / Kindergarten &   
1st Grade: 2 North
2nd & 3rd Grade:  
2 South
4th & 5th Grade: 
3rd Floor Dining Room
6th & 7th Grade:  
3rd Floor Carnegie Room

Hymn 43

Phillips Brooks was 
inspired to write this poem 
by a visit to the Holy Land 
in 1865. He intended to 
use it at his Sunday school 
in Philadelphia during 
Advent of 1868, and tasked 
the church’s organist, Lewis 
Redner, with writing the 
music. He recalled, “Mr. 
Brooks came to me on 
Friday, and said, ‘Redner, 
have you ground out that 
music yet to “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem”?’ I 
replied, ‘No’, but that he 
should have it by Sunday. 
On the Saturday night 
previous my brain was 
all confused … But I was 
roused from sleep late in 
the night, and seizing a 
piece of music paper I 
jotted down the tune, and 
on Sunday morning before 
going to church I filled in 
the harmony. Neither Mr. 
Brooks nor I ever thought 
the carol or the music to 
it would live beyond that 
Christmas of 1868.”



THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith (by Rev. Rebecca F. Harrison) 
We are an Advent people, a people of hope. For us, Advent is a time of waiting, and so 
we wait. We wait for the coming of the One who is the fulfillment of God’s promise, the 
fulfillment of hope, the declaration that we have been redeemed. Even so, we are not a 
naïve people. We know that the world in which we live will continue to be filled with 
pain and sorrow. We know that hatred and violence will continue to exist. We know 
that death and separation will continue to be a part of our lives. But because we are an 
Advent people, we know that none of these things will win in the end. The Holy One 
is coming, to make holy once again all that was, is, and ever will be. And in our waiting 
and our hoping, we work and worship, pray and play, in all things hoping that peace, 
love and joy will reign in our lives and in our world, now and forever.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813-1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem     Magnificat “Collegium Regale” Herbert Howells (1892–1983)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, 
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever.

Offertory Anthem
“Collegium Regale” is 

Latin for King’s College, 
Cambridge, for whom 

Howells composed this 
extraordinary setting of 

the Magnificat. Howells 
often found inspiration 

in the architecture of 
the chapels, churches, 

and cathedrals he 
wrote for. The long, 

overlapping, seemingly 
endless lines of the 

voices reflect the ornate 
fan vaulting of King’s 

College Chapel, and the 
spacious, slow-moving 

harmony is perhaps 
a nod to the chapel’s 

resonant acoustics. Eric 
Milner-White, Dean of 

King’s, wrote to Howells 
afterwards: “I personally 

feel that you have opened 
a whole new chapter 

… It is so much more 
than music-making; it is 
experiencing deep things 
in the only medium that 

can do it.”



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.

Luke 1:46–55

*Doxology Lasst uns erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 29           Go, Tell It on the Mountain Go Tell It 

 Benediction and Choral Response      
                                                           People, Look East  French carol, arr. June Nixon 

People, look East! The time is near                                                                        (b. 1942)
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look East and sing today: 
Love the guest, is on the way. 

Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965)
 

 Postlude                        Fuga sopra il Magnificat, BWV 733   Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685–1750)

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Dr. Alexander Gordon Bearn and Mrs. Margaret Slocum Bearn by the Russell Pennoyer family.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Kimberly A Jackson.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

The congregation is 
invited to continue 
worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.

Benediction
One of Australia’s leading 
organists and composers, 
June Nixon is Organist 
Emerita of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne, 
where she served for 40 
years. In this morning’s 
service, the choir will 
sing the first verse of 
her setting of “People, 
Look East”; later today 
at Lessons & Carols, we 
will hear the entire piece. 
The text encourages us to 
look toward the direction 
of the rising sun, and, 
according to our Christian 
faith, the direction of the 
coming Messiah.

Postlude
The melody that this piece 
is based on was originally 
the Gregorian chant 
used for the Magnificat. 
Lutheran reformers in 
Germany kept many of 
these ancient melodies 
already familiar to 
churchgoers (in much 
the same way as we sing 
hymns such as O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel), 
translating the words 
into the language of the 
people. Bach takes just 
the first phrase of this 
chant and spins out a 
driving, fast-moving 
fugue that culminates 
in the dramatic entry of 
the pedals, sounding the 
deepest bass notes of the 
organ.



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please fill out 
the Fellowship Pad and a Visitor Card 
found in the Fellowship Pad folder in 
your pew so that we may contact you. 
Please also make a name tag using 
the tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The Brick 
Church! Visit us online at brickchurch.
org/mailinglist to subscribe and 
receive our weekly emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, outreach, 
and ministries are only possible with 
your contributions. Online donations 
may be made at www.brickchurch.org/
giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if you 
would like information about becoming 
a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and click 
the “Watch Live” button in the upper 
right-hand corner of our home page to 
view our Livestream feed when you are 
unable to attend service in person. 

2022 Advent Celebrations
Dec. 18th 11:00 AM | 4th Sunday of Advent

Dec. 18th 4:00 PM | Lessons & Carols
Dec. 24th 4:00 PM | Christmas Eve Family Service

Dec. 24th 9:30 PM | Prelude Music
Dec. 24th 10:00 PM | Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight and Communion

Dec. 25th 11:00 AM | Christmas Day Service 

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

Candlelight Lessons & Carols (Today!)
Brick Church’s Lessons & Carols is modeled on the famous service that has been 
sung at King’s College, Cambridge since 1918. By flickering candlelight, we tell the 
Christmas story through readings, carols, and anthems, and we proclaim the good 
news of light amid the winter’s darkness. This year's service, on Sunday, Dec 18 at 
4:00 p.m., features the world premiere of The Angel Gabriel by New York composer 
Laura Jobin-Acosta.

Following the service, all are welcome to a festive holiday reception in Watson Hall 
honoring the extraordinary musicians of Brick Church's Chancel Choir!

Christmas Eve Services (Dec 24)
There will be two services this Christmas Eve – one at 4:00 p.m. and the traditional 
Candlelight Service at 10:00 p.m. The 4:00 p.m. service will be family-friendly, child-
friendly, and have something for everyone! This year, Brick Church would like to 
reinstitute a time-honored tradition at the 4:00 p.m. service! Please bring a gift (a toy, 
game, art supplies, scarf, etc.) for a family who could use a little extra love this holiday 
season. Wrap and label your gift(s) indicating who will be receiving it. We are working 
with Church of the Living Hope on this opportunity. All the 
gifts will be put under their Christmas Tree on Christmas Eve 
and the children will get them on Christmas Day. Please scan 
the QR code here to go to our SignUpGenius and pick 1, 2, 
3 or more children who you will purchase gifts for.  We are 
asking you to bring them to the 4:00 p.m. service but if you 
don’t think you can make that service, you can drop your gifts 
off in the lobby any time before then.

Announcements for 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news and 
events through our social media channels. 
Like us on Facebook (Brick Presbyterian 
Church), and follow us on Twitter (@
BrickChurchNYC) and Instagram (@
brickchurchnyc). When you are here at 
The Brick Church, tag us in your events and 
spread the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team is 
available each Sunday at the front of the 
church after the 11 a.m. service to pray 
personally with anyone who would like to 
be strengthened by the power of praying 
together to our ever-listening, gracious 
God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members to 
maintain or improve their health in a fun, 
safe way. For more information contact 
Angie at alobenhofer@brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick is 
possible because of a dedicated community 
of volunteers. If you are interested in 
participating or supporting our work and 
mission, visit the Brick Church website or 
reach out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years old are 
invited to join other parents, grandparents 
and their children for fellowship Tuesday 
mornings from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd 
Floor Living Room. If you are interested in 
attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie Lynagh 
(katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Adult Education and Golden Verse Luncheons
Sunday morning Adult Education has concluded for 2022. We look forward to 
begin meeting again on Sunday, Jan 8, at 9:45 a.m. in the Living Room, led by 
Karen Fang. If any Deacons, Elders or members feel called to lead a session, reach 
out to Elder David Morgan at evadnagrom@gmail.com. 

On Jan 15, Feb 26, and Apr 16, Rev. Dr. Evans will lead the Adult Education classes 
at 9:45 a.m. in the Living Room. We will use these dates to focus on a Chinese 
tradition known as the Golden Verse. 

Working Women's Lunch (Jan 30)
The Working Women’s Lunch Bible Study will next meet on Monday, January 30, 
2023 from noon – 1:00 p.m. for a Bible study led by Rev. Kim Jackson. 

Registration: Please contact Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) to 
reserve your spot. Space is limited. Registration includes lunch. You must reregister 
for each meeting. 

Fees: The cost to attend is $36.25 per person. Please pay Carrie Galloway in 
advance via Venmo (@Carrie-Galloway-9) or at the event via check (made out to 
Carrie Galloway).

Colony Club: 564 Park Avenue (at 62nd). There is a strict dress code. Men must 
wear coat and tie and women must dress professionally. No denim is permitted.  

Weekly Bible Studies 
Weekly Bible Studies have concluded for 2022, resuming January 2023. If you'd 
like to be added to any of the distribution lists, please email Sophie Carnegie 
(scarnegie@brickchurch.org).

Sunday Flowers 
If you would like to sponsor our Sunday flowers one week "in honor of" or "in 
memory of" a loved one, please contact us online at https://www.brickchurch.org/
memorialflowers. Thank you for helping to adorn our sanctuary to the glory of God. 

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (Apr 12)
On Apr 12 at 6:00 p.m. Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by our 
seminarians in the sanctuary. We look forward to hearing from our student ministers, 
Joshua Garry and Sean Baz. Please note, there will no longer be a service on Jan 11.
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Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans, Senior Minister
The Rev. Adam D. Gorman, Associate Minister
The Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson, Associate Minister
The Rev. Michael L. Lindvall, Pastor Emeritus
Sean Baz, Joshua Garry, Student Ministers

Ministry of music
Dr. Raymond Nagem, Minister of Music
Julianna Grabowski, Director of Children's Music Ministries
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Chancel Choir
Sopranos: Hirona Amamiya, Amber Evans, Hannah Goodman, Julianna Grabowski, Christina Kay, Alina Lee, Tonna Miller-Vallés, Lindsey 
Nakatani, Jennifer Wu Altos: Sónia Batten, Annmarie Errico, Katie O’Neal, Melissa Raymond Tenors: Sean Fallen, Johnny Maldonado, 
Ongama Mhlontlo, Jeffrey Taveras Basses: Buddy Crutchfield, Ned Hanlon, Daniel Hoy, Nathaniel Sullivan

Greeters
Ann Darmstaetter, Team Leader, Allston Chapman, Trish Chapman, Helen Lynch, Helen Pennoyer, Catherine Rowland, Linda Simpson, Margaret 
Stocker, Gracey Stoddard
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D. Stocker, Christopher Thorpe, Cynthia Watson, Tanya S. Wells, Thomas Robinson, Clerk  of Session, Debra N. Seraphim, On-Call Clerk of 
Session
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Emily Abelson, Susan B. Appleby, Preston Blankenship, Virginia Harper Breen, Julie T. Chang, Trish Chapman, Ann Darmstaetter, Marilyn T. 
Dikkers, Luc M. Dowling, Henry Greene, Maxime C. Guignand, Tiffany Hoke, Daniel Hoy, Ruth Jin, Sarah Johnson, Megan Kim, Alexander W. 
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Whitney Schwartz, Carla Stearns

Trustees
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16 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came



43 O Little Town of Bethlehem



29 Go, Tell It on the Mountain


