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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Isaiah 62:6-12   Titus 3:4-7
 Psalm 97:1-12   Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20

Mary and the Christ—Nativity by artist Daniel Bonnell



 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                           Adeste fideles, Op. 106, No. 4    Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877–1933)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church 

 Choral Introit        Love Came Down at Christmas  Traditional Irish melody, arr. 
David Evans (1874–1948) 

Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas: 
Star and angels gave the sign.

Love shall be our token;
Love be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and neighbor,
Love for plea and gift and sign.

Christina Rossetti (1830–1894)
 

*Call to Worship  Psalm 96
Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song; 
People: sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Leader: Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name; 
People: tell the good news of salvation from day to day. 
Leader: Declare God’s glory among the nations, 

God’s marvelous works among all the peoples.
People: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
Leader: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. 
People: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world, and those who live in it.
Leader: Let the whole creation sing for joy at the presence of God, who is coming. 
People: God is coming indeed, to judge the earth with righteousness, 

and the peoples with equity and truth. Praise the Lord! 

*Processional Hymn 41            O Come, All Ye Faithful  Adeste fideles
 
 Prayer of Confession inspired by Luke 2:22-40

God of might and mercy, You who have entered our world to live and heal and love among 
us, give us the courage to face the truth about ourselves, to share with You our troubles, to 
ask from You forgiveness and mercy. For we are determined to hide our eyes, to cover our 
ears, to shield our souls from the call You have placed upon us to be like Jesus. Instead, we 
run from Your will, your desire for us to live as Your children. Forgive us for being stubborn, 
fearful, resentful of Your claim upon us. And gather us into Your arms, once again, so we 
may rest in You as we share with You all that troubles our souls this day. Amen.

 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Prelude
This piece, by German 

Romantic composer 
Sigfrid Karg-Elert, uses 

the melody of “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful.” It is 

from a collection called 
Cathedral Windows 

published in 1923, and 
as the title suggests, it 

takes an impressionistic 
approach to harmonizing 

the familiar tune. The 
gentle dotted rhythms and 

drones suggest the flutes 
and bagpipes of shepherds 

heard in the distance.

This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 

throughout The Light of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy 

Advent series to enable 
it to dwell deeper within 

our spirits. 

There is no childcare 
nor Children's Church. 

We're glad for the 
children to be with us 
celebrating Christmas 

in the Sanctuary today!



*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 23 v. 1  Gloria
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

THE WORD
 Scripture Lesson                              Luke 2:1-20          Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson

 (Pew Bible, page 58 N.T.)

*Hymn 25                                            Away in a Manger Mueller

 Meditation                           Mary Pondered Their Words Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson

 Offertory Hymn 56                         The First Nowell The First Nowell

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation

 Gradual Hymn 519 v.1                Thee We Adore       Adoro te devote
Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, Who at this blessed feast art pleased to be; 
Both flesh and Spirit in Thy presence fail, Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail.

    Thomas Aquinas (c.1225–1274)  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

*Hymn 46 v.1                           Personent hodie
On this day earth shall ring 
With the song children sing 
To the Lord, Christ our King, 
Born on earth to save us; 
Him the Father gave us. 
Ideo, -o, -o, Ideo, -o, -o, 
Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!

Sanctus

Both the words and 
melody of On This Day 
Earth Shall Ring date 
from the early days of the 
Protestant reformation 
in Scandinavia. Though 
the text originated in the 
Swedish-speaking coastal 
region of Finland, it was 
still sung entirely in Latin. 
The original language of 
the hymn is recalled as 
we sing the refrain, which 
translates as, “Therefore, 
glory to God in the 
highest.” The melody 
was arranged in 1924 by 
Gustav Holst.

Communion will be 
served by intinction. 
You are invited to 
come forward by the 
center aisle beginning 
with the front rows, 
receive bread, dip it in 
the chalice, partake, 
and return to your seat 
by the side aisles. The 
bread is gluten-free. All 
who would humbly put 
their trust in Christ, 
whatever their church 
or denominational 
affiliation, are invited to 
participate.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution and Holy Communion
    

Communion Anthem            In the Bleak Midwinter Harold Darke (1888–1976)
Jeffrey Taveras, tenor

In the bleak mid-winter Frosty wind made moan; 
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter Long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him Nor earth sustain, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom Cherubim Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom Angels Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel Which adore.

What can I give him, Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him, Give my heart.

    Christina Rossetti (1830–1894)

Prayer after Communion

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 31         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn 

 Benediction and Choral Response 

 Postlude                               In dulci jubilo, BWV 729   Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685–1750)

Hymn 31
It is often amazing 

how many changes and 
alterations have gone 

into what we think of as 
“traditional” Christmas 
carols. The first line of 
Charles Wesley’s poem 

was originally, “Hark! how 
all the welkin rings” – 

“welkin” being an obscure 
reference to the sky, or 

the celestial spheres. Ted 
Campbell, professor at 

Southern Methodist 
University, imagines 

the likely response of 
the first congregation 
to sing it: “It’s ever so 

lovely, Charles, but 
whatever on earth is a 
‘welkin'?” Thankfully, 

George Whitefield made 
a number of alterations, 

which were only the first 
of many by successive 

editors and committees 
that produced the familiar 

version we know today.

The congregation is 
invited to continue 

worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.

Communion Anthem
Harold Darke worked as 
organist at St. Michael’s 

Church, Cornhill in 
London for over 50 years. 
In his long and successful 

career that included 
many compositions for 

choir, he struck melodic 
gold exactly once, in 

this setting of words by 
Christina Rossetti. Later 

in life, he was reportedly a 
bit irritated to be known 

for only one piece, and 
according to those who 

knew him, he seldom 
performed it himself.



the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel O. Abelson and Mr. & Mrs. James G. Talcott  

from their children Dr. & Mrs. James A. Talcott.
1

next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Adam D. Gorman.

The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as found in 
the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission to lead, inspire and 
enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city of New York. Our response 
can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by 
Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness 
to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also 
in our outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City since 
1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September through 
May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two to seventh 
grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite you to become 
part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints 
elders to serve as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees 
when elected or appointed. The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough 
assessments and apportionments and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the 
church has traditionally supported a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on 
the national level of the Presbyterian denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of 
the congregation. Several ministers of The Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the 
national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as 
Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.



Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

Pioneers Late Night at Brick (Jan 6)
On Jan 6, our Pioneers (5th-7th graders) are invited to a night of service and fun. We 
will start the evening with a service project where we will cook food for Grassroots 
Grocery. We will then deliver the food to a local spot where there is great need for fresh 
food. Then we will continue the evening with fun and games back at Watson Hall. We 
would love for parents to join for the service part and will need as many high schoolers 
as possible for the whole night. The evening will be from 5:00-10:00pm. Please RSVP 
here: www.brickchurch.org/event/pioneers-late-night-at-brick

Adult Education and Golden Verse Luncheons 
Sunday morning Adult Education has concluded for 2022. We look forward to 
meeting again on Sunday, Jan 8, at 9:45 a.m. in the Living Room, led by Karen Fang. 
If any Deacons, Elders or members feel called to lead a session, reach out to Elder 
David Morgan at evadnagrom@gmail.com. 

On Jan 15, Feb 26, and Apr 16, Rev. Dr. Evans will lead the Adult Education classes at 
9:45 a.m. in the Living Room. We will use these dates to focus on a Chinese tradition 
known as the Golden Verse. 

Men's and Women's Weekly Bible Studies 
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m.

Both Men's and Women's Bible Studies will resume on Thursday, Jan 12.
These are hybrid Bible studies, meeting both via Zoom and in-person. Email Sophie 

Carnegie to be added to any of the weekly Bible Study distribution lists. 

The Faithful Table (Jan 18 start)
We’re so excited for the return of The Faithful Table! Please take note of the new meeting 
cadence and evening plans. We will come together on the 3rd and 1st Wednesday of 
each month, beginning Jan 18. The evenings will begin at 5:30 p.m. with a family 
meal. At 6:00 p.m. the children will offer a song and then be dismissed to the YAR for 
children’s programming while the adults continue to fellowship and enjoy a devotion. 
Come by yourself, with your family, or friends to enjoy this biweekly, midweek 
opportunity for food, faith and fellowship! If you have any questions please reach out 
to Debbie Seraphim (debbie.seraphim@gmail.com) or Helen Elmiger (helentullah@
hotmail.com). 

Announcements for 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

A New Series in Genesis (Jan 18 start)
Join Rev. Evans for a new focused study on The Beginnings of Genesis (focusing on 
chapters 1-6). The Bible study will meet on the 3rd and 1st Wednesday of each month 
beginning Jan 18 at 6:45 p.m. (immediately following The Faithful Table) in Rev. 
Evans’ office (on the 4th floor). These are core texts that explore the fundamental 
questions of existence: Who are we? Who made the world? What do we owe God, 
creation, and others? Why is the world so broken? This is an in-person Bible study. 
Reach out to Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) to be added to the 
distribution list or should you have any questions. All are welcome. 

All Youth Ski Trip (Jan 28)
All youth, fifth through twelfth grades are invited to our annual Ski Trip to Mountain 
Creek on Saturday, Jan 28 (snowboarding is also an option). We will leave the Brick 
Church at 7 a.m. sharp and return by 5:00 p.m. Friends are welcome and encouraged 
to join. 

You can register at www.brickchurch.org/skitrip and we will close registration on Jan 
25. If you have any questions about registration or would like to join this trip as a 
chaperone, please contact Adam Gorman at agorman@brickchurch.org. 

Don’t let cost deter you, there are scholarships available and we never want cost to be 
a hindrance. This will be a great season for skiing and we hope you can make it!

Working Women's Lunch (Jan 30)
The Working Women’s Lunch Bible Study will next meet on Monday, January 30, 
2023 from noon – 1:00 p.m. for a Bible study led by Rev. Kim Jackson. 

Registration: Please contact Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org) to 
reserve your spot. Space is limited. Registration includes lunch. You must reregister 
for each meeting. 

Fees: The cost to attend is $36.25 per person. Please pay Carrie Galloway in advance 
via Venmo (@Carrie-Galloway-9) or at the event via check (made out to Carrie 
Galloway).

Colony Club: 564 Park Avenue (at 62nd). There is a strict dress code. Men must 
wear coat and tie and women must dress professionally. No denim is permitted.  

Sunday Flowers 
If you would like to sponsor our Sunday flowers one week "in honor of" or "in 
memory of" a loved one, please contact us online at https://www.brickchurch.org/
memorialflowers. Thank you for helping to adorn our sanctuary to the glory of God. 

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (Apr 12)
On Apr 12 at 6:00 p.m. Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by our 
seminarians in the sanctuary. We look forward to hearing from our student ministers, 
Joshua Garry and Sean Baz. Please note, there will no longer be a service on Jan 11.
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41 O Come, All Ye Faithful



25 Away in a Manger



56 The First Nowell





31 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing


