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Our Golden Verse this Advent is found 
from the Isaiah 9 text, “The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light!” That light is 
Christ whom John in his gospel referred to as the 
“true light that enlightens everyone is coming 
into the world.” 

Today as we turn to Isaiah 11, we 
discover a people on the brink of war in 733 BC. 
It was written when Israel’s alliances were 
betraying one another and so King Ahaz called 
on the Assyrian Empire to intervene. What we 
now know is that after this was written, Assyria 
not only took the invitation to destroy their 
enemies but permanently decimated Northern 
Israel as well. 

The context was treachery, greed, and 
this looming monstrous threat with a track 
record of destruction violence, pillaging, and 
more… 

Turn to the 1940s and America needed 
funds to fight Nazi Germany with a track record 
of destruction violence, pillaging, and more… 

I recalled this history this summer while 
looking at the Four Freedoms paintings during a 
visit to the Normal Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 

In one description we discover: 

The paintings trace [their] 
inspiration back to the 1941 State of the 
Union address by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, in which he outlined four 
democratic values that he considered 
essential to preserve: freedom of speech, 
freedom of worship, freedom from want, 
and freedom from fear. These notions 
had neither an immediate nor resounding 
impact on the American public, but 11 
months later their significance was 
transformed by the United States’ 
entrance into World War II. 

As the country was mounting its strategy, 
Norman Rockwell painted these four freedoms: 

The paintings became the basis for 
4 million war posters sold as part of the 
War Bonds effort, raising $132,992,539. 
“They were received by the public with 
more enthusiasm, perhaps, than any 
other paintings in the history of American 
art,” The New Yorker reported in 1945. 

Rockwell embedded these freedoms in 
the American imagination and in some way, 
these are concrete depictions of the great 
purpose of the Christ child. 
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Golden Verse: Isaiah 9:2  
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.” 
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This Advent we will examine the 
traditional Advent themes over and against the 
Four Freedom paintings by Norman Rockwell to 
discover how the Christ child fulfills them all as 
seen in Isaiah’s messianic prophecies. 

Specifically, we will find that freedom 
from want brings us the joy of Christ; freedom 
of speech expresses the love of Christ, freedom 
of worship gives us the light of Christ and today 
freedom from fear through the peace of Christ. 

Rockwell’s Freedom From Fear depicts 
two children being put to bed by their parents. 
The lighting and the children’s somnolent 
expressions convey complete serenity. Such 
perfect peace only comes in a world in which 
violence and war are no more. And in some 
ways, it is a world as far away as a pie in the sky 
dream. For as the father looks down on his 
sleeping children, in his hand there is a 
newspaper clutched with an ominous headline 
telling of the Blitzkrieg bombing of London. 

It has been reported the Rockwell did not 
care much for the painting because as he said, 
"…was based on a rather smug idea. Painted 
during the bombing of London, it was supposed 
to say, 'Thank God we can put our children to 
bed with a feeling of security, knowing they will 
not be killed in the night.'" 

Rockwell wonderfully depicts what 
freedom from fear looks like while verbally 
realizing that while some may have that 
freedom others live in mortal fear. And while 
peace may come to those in power and privilege 
and happenstance, others struggle mightily for 
even a moment of calm. 

The Rockwell Museum has the Freedom 
From Fear artwork but has added other pieces 
from varied artists that remind us at times we 
have failed to provide this freedom equally for 
everyone. It has more recent paintings depicting 
the lives of Americans who have had many 
reasons to fear.  

For example, the Tulsa Massacre of 1921 
which destroyed the Black Wall Street. It was an 
area well known for affluent African Americans.   

Twenty-four hours after the 
violence erupted, it ceased. In the wake of 
the violence, 35 city blocks lay in charred 
ruins, more than 800 people were treated 
for injuries and contemporary reports of 
deaths began at 36. Historians now 
believe as many as 300 people may have 
died. *  

Its effects can never be fully measured 
for the generations of wealth it destroyed.  

In contrast to a limited freedom from 
fear, Isaiah, in his prophecy, recognizes that a 
ceasefire and peace for some is no true peace at 
all. He foretells of a child that will come from the 
dead stump of Jesse’s lineage that will bring 
peace to the poor and the meek. 

As we await the coming of the Christ child 
we remember that He promises freedom from 
fear for all people, not just some, as the Angel 
declared to the shepherds, “Fear not for behold 
I bring you good tidings of a great joy which shall 
be for all people!” 

This promise even extends beyond 
humankind when the lamb not only no longer 
fears the wolf but lives together. 
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These verses are some of the most 
beautiful in all scripture: 

“The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain…” 

Jesus is the lion, but the lion who roars 
with perfect justice, and “…does not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain!!”  

Jesus is the lamb; lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world; the lamb who gives 
all to grant us perfect peace. 

Jesus is the child coming into the world 
who will lead us all. 

Jesus showed us how to be at peace with 
one another. In fact, He gives us much practical 
advice… 

…through teaching us to help anyone in 
need in His parable of the Good Samaritan.  

…through telling us to judge no one; to 
take that log out of our own eye before taking 
the speck of our neighbors. 

...through demanding that we forgive 
everyone – 70 times 7! 

…through showing us how to love our 
enemies.  

Let’s take a look one more time at those 
sleeping children. The hope of all parents 
everywhere. Now imagine those children are 
not only the ones nestled in your home, but 
ones in the Bronx, Bangladesh, and Bombay, 
and that there are not only children but old and 
young, rich and poor, and now let us work 
together to bring this Advent of Peace for all. 
Amen.  

 

* https://www.tulsahistory.org/exhibit/1921-
tulsa-race-massacre/ 
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