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welcome to 
The Brick  

Presbyterian  
Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y

 Micah 6:1-8   1 Corinthians 1:18-31
 Psalm 15   Matthew 5:1-12

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                            Nun bitten wir den heil'gen Geist    Georg Böhm (1661–1733)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church   Psalm 118
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

 Choral Introit                In the Bulb There Is a Flower     Natalie Sleeth (1930–1992)
Sung by the Youth Choirs and Chancel Choir

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free.
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

Natalie Sleeth

 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).



This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 

throughout Marking the 
Hours with Prayer series to 

enable it to dwell deeper 
within our spirits. 

*Call to Worship   adapted from 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Leader: For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
People: For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Leader: Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 

of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
People: For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 

God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 
to save those who believe.

Leader: For some demand signs and others desire wisdom, but to those who are the called, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

People: For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and Gods weakness is stronger than human strength.

Leader: Let us worship the Lord!

*Processional Hymn 478        Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  Lauda anima

Prayer of Adoration and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 Prayer of Confession   
 Lord, the gift of time is a dearest treasure for through it we can mark Your love. We confess 

that we foolishly waste the days neglecting Your presence; failing to seize each precious 
moment. Grant us the Spirit to love You more dearly, see You more clearly, and follow You 
more nearly. Day by day, no matter the hour, may we have grateful hearts and live thankful 
lives for the gift of Your Son our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 256 v. 2  Salzburg
Men and women, young and old, 
Raise the anthem manifold; 
Join with children’s songs of praise,
Worship God through length of days.
From the north to southern pole
Let the mighty chorus roll:
“Holy, holy, holy One,
Glory be to God alone!”

Sleeth - In the Bulb There 
Is a Flower (previous page)

Natalie Sleeth’s “Hymn 
of Promise” was dedicated 

to her husband, a noted 
professor of homiletics, 

shortly after he was 
diagnosed with cancer. 

It has become one 
of her most popular 

compositions, and a well-
beloved hymn among 

many congregations in 
Canada and the United 

States. The Introit for 
today’s service, sung by 

the combined Youth 
Choirs and Chancel 

Choir, is the first verse 
of the hymn, and the 

Benediction at the end 
of the service is the third 

and final verse.

The Gathering 
We gather in response to 

God's call, offering praise 
in words of scripture, 
prayer and song. We 

gather to acknowledge 
our sinfulness and receive 

the delectation of God's 
forgiveness.



Hymn 364
As a mother with three 
small children, the author, 
Lesbia Scott, would 
frequently create hymns 
for them on various topics, 
usually at their request, 
such as “Make something 
for a picnic” or “Write a 
hymn for a foggy day.” 
The present hymn was 
written for All Saints’ Day 
in order to emphasize that 
many saints led seemingly 
ordinary lives and that 
there are still saints living 
among us today. Most 
tellingly, each stanza ends 
with an affirmation of the 
singer’s intention to “be 
one too.” As we listen to 
the Beatitudes today, we 
remember that saints are 
not always famous or well-
respected - they come from 
all walks of life, and their 
number includes the poor, 
meek, and persecuted.

THE WORD
 Children's Message

*Hymn 364                         I Sing a Song of the Saints of God  Grand Isle

 Prayer for Illumination and       Matthew 5:1-12      Ethan Jung 
 Scripture Lesson                  (Pew Bible, page 4 N.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   
                      

 Sermon                                            Blessed Are... Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson

As you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, 
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father 
at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 5:19-20

THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith Affirmation of Faith, Matthew 5: 3-12
Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.”

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem                       Teach Me, O Lord  Thomas Attwood (1765–1838)
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; 
and I shall keep it unto the end.

Psalm 119:33

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

During the Passing of 
the Peace, 6th and 7th 
graders are welcome to 
head to their Sunday 
School classrooms, while 
5th grade and younger are 
invited to come forward 
and sit on the chancel 
steps for the Children's 
Message. 
Sunday School is available 
for age 3 through grade 7. 
Our younger children will 
be dismissed following the 
Children's Message. 
Age 3-4: The Two's Room 
Age 5 / Kindergarten &   
1st Grade: 2 North
2nd & 3rd Grade:  
2 South
4th & 5th Grade: 
3rd Floor Dining Room
6th & 7th Grade:  
3rd Floor Carnegie Room



*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn      Go, My Children, with My Blessing Ar hyd y nos

 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda (1919– 2008), Music: Traditional Welsh melody

Go, My Children,  
with My Blessing

Last week, as we explored 
the service of Vespers, we 

sang this Welsh melody to 
the text “Day Is Done.” 

The tune is associated 
with several evening texts, 
and so in 1983 the author, 

Jaroslav Vajda, was asked 
to create one for use in 

the daytime. His recasting 
of the Aaronic blessing 

in Numbers 6:22–27 
imagines that passage as 

a benediction that might 
be spoken by God at the 
conclusion of a worship 

service. 

Canticles, Psalms,  
Hymns, and Spirituals
With gladness, God is 

praised in song, for the 
gift of God's grace brings 

joy. The response may 
be an appropriate psalm, 

hymn, canticle (i.e., a 
biblical song other than 

a psalm), spiritual, or the 
"Glory to God" or "Glory 

to the Father." Join us 
in song throughout the 

service!



the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Gwen Armington Davis by all who loved her.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo is Such Is the Kingdom, by Daniel Bonnell, 2022. 

The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as found in 
the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission to lead, inspire and 
enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city of New York. Our response 
can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by 
Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness 
to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also 
in our outreach to the broader world.

Postlude
The congregation is 
invited to continue 
worshiping through the 
postlude, which is offered 
as a thanksgiving to God.

 Benediction and Choral Response          Natalie Sleeth
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

 Natalie Sleeth
 

 Postlude                                 Praeludium in D Minor   Georg Böhm

The Sending 
In conclusion of the 
service, we are sent forth 
with God's blessing to 
serve. Go forth joyously! 



Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members 
Committee would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They 
will be wearing nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour.  

Bible Study Opportunities
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m. This is 
a hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Genesis Bible Study | Meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:45 
p.m. (immediately following The Faithful Table) in Rev. Evans’ office (4th floor).  

Email Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org)  
to be added to any of the Bible Study distribution lists above. 

Golden Verse Bible Study | Meets on Feb 26 and Apr 16 at 9:45 a.m. in the 
Living Room during the Adult Education timeslot. We will use these dates to focus 
on a Chinese tradition known as the Golden Verse. 
Adult Education | Meets weekly on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Living Room. 
Brick’s Adult Christian Education Committee has started a new series “Christianity 
and You in 2023.” The goal is to address different aspects of Christianity and their 
impact on your day-to-day life. Discussions will take place in person in the Living 
Room and on Zoom each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. through March. The series will 
continue this coming Sunday, Feb 5. All the topics are suggested by the Lectionary 
of the day.  Church member Tom Robinson will lead the discussions. The topic this 
coming Sunday will be “Darkness and Light.” (Matt 5:14). All are welcome. No 
preparation is expected or needed.   

The Faithful Table (twice per month)
Join us for The Faithful Table on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month. Upcoming dates are: Feb 1, Feb 15, Mar 1, Mar 
15, Apr 5, Apr 19, and May 3. A buffet-style catered dinner with 
wine and dessert will be served from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., so drop in 
anytime. All ages are welcome! Activities and games for children 
will be provided at the table as well.  At 6:45 p.m., Rev. Tom 
Evans will lead an adult Bible Study in his office on the 4th floor 
of the Parish House. Please feel free to come alone or to invite 
family and friends to enjoy this mid-week opportunity for food, faith and fellowship! If 
you have any questions please reach out to Helen Elmiger (helentullah@hotmail.com).  
So that we may have a more accurate count, please RSVP at the QR code. 

Announcements for 
The Brick Church

Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (Feb 21)
The Men's Association is honored to announce the return of our Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper at Brick Church. Shrove Tuesday (aka Marti Gras or Fat Tuesday) is 
the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday where Christians who observe Lent eat all of the 
indulgences they will deny themselves during Lent (eggs, meat, lard, and sugar). It's a 
party to help get you through 40 days of fasting. And at Brick Church, it is a family-
friendly night filled with fun, games, laughter, and lots of pancakes! Please join us 
at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb 21 in Watson Hall as we rekindle this cherished Brick 
Church tradition. Don't miss pancakes, apple sauce, sausages, blessed wine and, of 
course, pancake races! Don't forget to bring a friend.

Ash Wednesday Services (Feb 22)
Join us on Ash Wednesday, Feb 22, for a powerful and meaningful start to the Lenten 
season. We are offering two services: 7:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. These contemplative 
services will include the imposition of ashes – symbolizing our disconnection from 
God, our need for God’s grace, and our desire to grow closer to our Lord. They will 
also offer communion as well as a time for prayerful introspection as we examine our 
lives and as a community come to the Lord’s table to receive its grace and its hope. 
In addition to the services, pastors will be available on the front steps of the church 
following each service, from 8:15 – 8:30 a.m. and 6:45 – 7:00 p.m. to impose ashes for 
those who could not come to the service. Whether you are new to our community or 
have been a long-time member, all are welcome to come and experience the grace and 
renewal that Ash Wednesday offers. We hope to see you there!

ACNC Nominations (Mar 6 deadline)  
The All-Church Nominating Committee (ACNC) is seeking your recommendations 
for Brick Church officers – identifying candidates for Deacons, Ruling Elders, Trustees, 
and 2024 ACNC members. Please prayerfully consider making recommendations 
while keeping in mind potential candidate's commitment to the Church, regular 
attendance at Worship, time, and willingness to serve, and personal characteristics of 
dedication, good judgment, and the ability to work well with others. Self-nominations 
are welcome. The deadline for submissions is March 6, 2023. Please fill in your 
submission electronically or download the form online at www.brickchurch.org  by 
scrolling down to “All Church Nominating Committee” under the “About Us” tab. 
You may also pick up and leave completed paper forms at the Reception Desk in the 
Garden Room, marked to the attention of ACNC – Meagan Hooper.” 

Brick Church Dinner Dance (Mar 10)
Please join us on Friday, March 10 for our annual Brick 
Church Dinner Dance at The Union Club (101 East 69th St.). 
This black tie event is one of the highlights of the year and not 
to be missed. Cocktails begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner 
and dancing. The Rev. Jordan Tarwater from Urban Outreach 
Center will be this year's guest speaker. Tickets are $290 per 
person. Please use the QR code to register. The deadline for 
ticket purchases is March 8. All proceeds raised through the Silent Auction will be 
issued as grants to the 8 ministries that the Women's Association supports each year. 
Our Dinner Dance Co-Chairs are Lucy Phillips and Becky White. Susan Crary, Katie 
Lynagh, Megan Kim and Anna Bender Zeckendorf are our Silent Auction Co-Chairs. 
If you have any questions or would like to donate something to the Auction please 
contact Shannon Froehlich at sfroehlich@brickchurch.org.

Midweek Services, Led by Seminarians (Apr 12)
On Apr 12 at 6:00 p.m. Brick Church is offering a midweek service, led by our 
seminarians in the sanctuary. We look forward to hearing from our student ministers. 
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478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven



364 I Sing a Song of the Saints of God



364 I Sing a Song of the Saints of God (page 2)


