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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Exodus 24:12-18   2 Peter 1:16-21
 Psalm 2   Matthew 17:1-9



Prelude
Charles-Marie Widor was 

organist at the church of 
St.-Sulpice in Paris, home 
to one of the world’s great 

organs, for an incredible 
sixty-three years. The 

Symphonie gothique was 
inspired by the Gothic 

architecture of Saint-Ouen 
in Rouen, France. After a 

dark and menacing first 
movement, representing 

the craggy, weathered 
exterior of the building, 

the second movement 
reflects the light and 

buoyancy of the interior, 
with a gorgeous melody on 

the Harmonic Flute stop 
soaring to the heavens.

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude                Andante sostenuto, from Symphonie gothique, Op. 70     

Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church   Psalm 118
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

 Choral Introit                           Somebody’s Knockin’      James E. Clemens (b. 1966)
Sung by the Youth Choirs

Somebody’s knocking at your door,
Somebody’s knocking at your door. 
Somebody’s knocking; why don’t you answer?
Somebody’s knocking at your door.

Why don’t you answer the knock? 
Why don’t you open the door?
Jesus is waiting for you!
Come on, sinner, let the light shine in!
Somebody’s knocking at your door.

Could it be Jesus at your door? 
Could it be Jesus at your door?
Could it be Jesus? Why don’t you let him in?
Could it be Jesus at your door?

You know it’s Jesus at your door, 
You know it’s Jesus at your door.
You know it’s Jesus; he’s here to set you free!
You know it’s Jesus at your door.

*Call to Worship   
Leader: Christ is God among us.
People: Give us ears to hear Him.
Leader: Christ is God among us.
People: Give us eyes to see Him.
Leader: Christ is God among us.
People: Give us hearts to love Him.
Leader: Christ is Lord of all.
All: Let us worship the Lord. 

*Processional Hymn 487        When Morning Gilds the Skies  Laudes Domini 

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).



 Prayer of Confession   
 Lord, the gift of time is a dearest treasure for through it we can mark Your love. We confess 

that we foolishly waste the days neglecting Your presence; failing to seize each precious 
moment. Grant us the Spirit to love You more dearly, see You more clearly, and follow You 
more nearly. Day by day, no matter the hour, may we have grateful hearts and live thankful 
lives for the gift of Your Son our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
 Kyrie 574 David N. Johnson (1922–1987)

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 256 v. 2  Salzburg
Men and women, young and old, 
Raise the anthem manifold; 
Join with children’s songs of praise,
Worship God through length of days.
From the north to southern pole
Let the mighty chorus roll:
“Holy, holy, holy One,
Glory be to God alone!”

THE WORD
 Children's Message

*Hymn 469                                     Morning Has Broken  Bunessan 

 Prayer for Illumination and       Isaiah 60:1-5      Elder Helen Lynch 
 Scripture Lesson                 (Pew Bible, page 690 O.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   
                      

 Sermon                                             Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans
Marking the Hours with Prayer:

Lauds, A Whale of a Tale

As you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, 
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father 
at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 5:19-20

Hymn 469
The words to Morning 
Has Broken were written 
by the English children’s 
poet Eleanor Farjean who 
set them to an ancient 
Scots Gaelic melody 
named Bunessan. When 
he recorded it in the 
1970s, folk artist Cat 
Stevens made what had 
been a little known hymn 
into a popular favorite. 
Poet and scholar Carl 
Daw writes that “the 
singer is being invited 
to share the author’s 
awareness of the potential 
of each new day to recall 
the wonder of ‘the first 
morning’ at Creation.” 
According to Genesis 1:3, 
God’s first creation was 
light. 

During the Passing of the 
Peace, the children are 
invited to come forward 
and sit on the chancel 
steps for the Children's 
Message. 
There is no Sunday School 
today. We're glad for the 
children to stay with us in 
the Sanctuary today!

This Prayer of Confession 
will be repeated 
throughout Marking the 
Hours with Prayer series to 
enable it to dwell deeper 
within our spirits. 



THE RESPONSE

*Affirmation of Faith (The Scots Confession 3.06, 3.07 selections) 
When the fullness of time came God sent His Son, His eternal wisdom, the substance 
of His own glory, into this world, who took the nature of humanity from the substance 
of a woman, a virgin, by means of the Holy Ghost. And so was born the “just seed of 
David,” the “Angel of the great counsel of God,” the very Messiah promised, whom we 
confess and acknowledge to be Emmanuel, true God and true man, two perfect natures 
united and joined in one person. We acknowledge and confess that this wonderful union 
between the Godhead and the humanity in Christ Jesus did arise from the eternal and 
immutable decree of God from which all our salvation springs and depends.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813-1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Herbert Howells (1892–1983)
Benedictus Dominus Deus, 

from the Morning Service for St. George’s Chapel, Windsor
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: 
   for he hath visited, and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us: 
   in the house of his servant David; 
As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets: 
   which have been since the world began; 
That we should be saved from our enemies: 
   and from the hands of all that hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers: 
   and to remember his holy Covenant; 
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham: 
   that he would give us; 
That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies: might serve him without fear; 
In holiness and righteousness before him: 
   all the days of our life. 
And thou, Child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest:    
   for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare    his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people: 
   for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God: 
   whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death: 
   and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Offertory Anthem
This piece by Herbert 
Howells was intended 

for the Anglican service 
of Choral Matins, which 

is the morning service 
created during the 

English Reformation, 
incorporating elements 

from the ancient services 
of Matins and Lauds. 

Howells was meticulous 
about tailoring his music 

to the spaces in which 
it would be performed. 
The composer wrote of 
one occasion where he 

sneaked into a cathedral, 
“hoping that no one 

would recognise the chap 
who was going to write 

some music for them … 
I wanted to hear what 
it felt like – the feeling 
of that room in which 

something of mine was 
going to be sung.” 

In this case, Howells was 
writing for the highly 

ornate but intimate space 
of St. George’s Chapel, 

Windsor (where Queen 
Elizabeth’s committal 

service was held in 
September). Perhaps in 

response to this moderate 
acoustic, Howells 

produced a setting with 
plenty of long lines for 

the singers, but also a 
finely judged sense of 

forward motion. 

Offering
The Christian life is 

marked by the offering 
of one’s self to God. In 
worship, God presents 
us with the costly self-

offering of Jesus Christ, 
who has claimed us and 

set us free. During the 
offering, in response to 

God’s love in Christ, 
whether you have given 

online or in the plate, we 
are to reflect on our calling 

to respond generously 
with our gifts, our 

abilities, and our material 
goods for God’s service. 



the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Mr. Kohzo Kakuta, beloved husband, father and grandfather  

by the Kakuta Family.
1

next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

Benediction
Henry T. Burleigh, 
the great composer 
and arranger, was the 
longtime baritone soloist 
at St. George’s Episcopal 
Church in New York. 
At the time, when most 
churches in New York 
were segregated, the 
members of St. George’s 
were split over hiring a 
Black soloist, in spite of 
Burleigh’s extraordinary 
ability. J. P. Morgan 
himself, a member of the 
congregation, cast the 
deciding vote in his favor, 
and the two maintained 
a lifelong friendship. 
Burleigh was not only 
a pioneer in singing 
spirituals on the concert 
stage, but he was among 
the first to set down on 
paper many songs which, 
until that time, had been 
handed down orally. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
   world without end. Amen.

Luke 1:68–79

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 481         Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show Llanfair

 Benediction and Choral Response         
 My Lord, What a Morning                                    

African-American Spiritual, arr. Henry T. Burleigh (1866–1949)
My Lord, what a morning, 
My Lord, what a morning, 
Oh, my Lord, what a morning,
When the stars begin to fall. 

 
 Postlude               Prelude and Fugue in B Major, Op. 7, No. 1  

Marcel Dupré (1886–1971)

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 



Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags can 
be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members Committee 
would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They will be wearing 
nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour. Please ask an usher for directions to 
Coffee Hour following service, as we’d love to see you there! 

Bible Study Opportunities
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Genesis Bible Study | Meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:45 
p.m. (immediately following The Faithful Table) in Rev. Evans’ office (4th floor).  

Email Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org)  
to be added to any of the Bible Study distribution lists above. 

Adult Education | Meets weekly on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Living Room. Next 
Sunday (Feb 26) and and Apr 16 we will use the time slot to focus on a Chinese tradition 
known as the Golden Verse. 

The Faithful Table (twice per month)
Join us for The Faithful Table on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 
month. Upcoming dates are: Mar 1, Mar 15, Apr 5, Apr 19, and May 
3. A buffet-style catered dinner with wine and dessert will be served 
from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., so drop in anytime. Activities and games for 
children will be provided at the table as well. At 6:45 p.m., Rev. Tom 
Evans will lead an adult Bible Study in his office on the 4th floor of 
the Parish House. Please feel free to come alone or to invite family and 
friends to enjoy this mid-week opportunity for food, faith and fellowship! If you have any 
questions please reach out to Helen Elmiger (helentullah@hotmail.com). So that we may 
have a more accurate count, please RSVP at the QR code. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (Feb 21)
The Men's Association is honored to announce the return of our Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper at Brick Church. It is a family-friendly night filled with fun, games, laughter, and 
lots of pancakes! Please join us at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb 21 in Watson Hall. Don't 
miss pancakes, sausages, blessed wine and pancake races! 

Ash Wednesday Services (Feb 22)
Join us on Ash Wednesday, Feb 22 – we are offering two services: 7:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
These contemplative services will include the imposition of ashes and communion. In 
addition to the services, pastors will be available on the front steps of the church following 
each service, from 8:15 – 8:30 a.m. and 6:45 – 7:00 p.m. to impose ashes for those who 
could not come to the service. All are welcome to come and experience the grace and 
renewal that Ash Wednesday offers. We hope to see you there!

Announcements for The Brick Church
Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please fill out 
the Fellowship Pad and a Visitor 
Card found in the Fellowship Pad 
folder in your pew so that we may 
contact you. Please also make a name 
tag using the tags in the folder so 
that we can welcome you by name.

Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately 
after worship for Coffee Hour. 
Please wear your name tag so that 
we can greet each other by name. 
If you are a visitor, blank nametags 
can be found in the Fellowship Pad 
folder in your pew. Visitors, our 
New Members Committee would 
love to connect with you to share 
more about Brick Church. They will 
be wearing nametags with a Brick 
sticker on it at Coffee Hour. Please 
ask an usher for directions to Coffee 
Hour following service, as we’d love 
to see you there! 

Member Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, or 
other happenings to Chanel 
Robertson (crobertsonbrickchurch
.org), or at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe to our weekly emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made at 
www.brickchurch.org/giving

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button on our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org
Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
reach out to Rev. Kim Jackson 
(kjackson@brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

High School Youth Group (Feb 22)
On Wednesday, Feb 22 at 7:30 p.m. we will have High School Youth Group in the 
3rd floor Dining Room. Please encourage your children to come. We will have snacks, 
dinner, play a game and talk about God. For any questions or to RSVP reach out to 
Rev. Gorman at agorman@brickchurch.org .

Third Grade Bible Presentation (Feb 26)
On Feb 26, our Children’s Ministry will present Bibles to our third 
graders during our 11:00 a.m. worship service. To ensure your 
child receives a Bible, please register your child at the QR code 
here. Thank you for helping us introduce your child to a pillar of 
our faith! 

Day of Discipleship (Mar 4)
Mark your calendar for this year’s church-wide day of service on 
Saturday, March 4th. Sign up with your friends and family to 
spend a day helping others at The Brick Church or at any of our 
partner sites on the east side of Manhattan. Adults and children of 
all ages are welcome! Service activities cover a wide range of abilities 
and age groups. Register at the QR code here by March 1st, and we 
will place you at one of our work sites.

ACNC Nominations (Mar 6 deadline)  
The All-Church Nominating Committee (ACNC) is seeking your recommendations 
for Brick Church officers – identifying candidates for Deacons, Ruling Elders, 
Trustees, and 2024 ACNC members. Self-nominations are welcome. The deadline for 
submissions is March 6. Headwww.brickchurch.org  by scrolling down to “All Church 
Nominating Committee” under the “About Us” tab. You may also pick up and leave 
completed paper forms at the Reception Desk, attention of ACNC – Meagan Hooper.” 

Brick Church Dinner Dance (Mar 10)
Join us on Friday, March 10 for our annual Brick Church Dinner 
Dance at The Union Club (101 East 69th St.). Cocktails begin 
at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner and dancing. Tickets are $290 
per person. Please use the QR code to register. The deadline for 
ticket purchases is March 8. All proceeds raised through the Silent 
Auction will be issued as grants to the 8 ministries that the Women's 
Association supports each year. If you have any questions or would 
like to donate something to the Auction please contact Shannon 
Froehlich at sfroehlich@brickchurch.org.

Easter Lilies in the Sanctuary (Apr 3 deadline)
We are collecting donations ($30 suggested), to purchase Easter 
Lilies for the Brick Church Sanctuary. If you would like to submit 
names “In Loving Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” to be included 
in the Order of Worship on Easter Sunday and in the Easter Sunday 
service of worship, please visit us at the QR code here. The deadline 
for submissions is Monday, April 3rd.
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487 When Morning Gilds the Skies



469 Morning Has Broken



481 Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show


