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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 1 Samuel 16:1-13   Ephesians 5:8-14
 Psalm 23   John 9:1-41



Hymn 87
This hymn tells us about 
Lent by using instances 
of theophany, or visible 

manifestations of divine 
power. The examples of 
Moses and the burning 

bush, Elijah and the fiery 
chariot, Daniel in the lions’ 

den, and John the Baptist 
in the wilderness show us 
that God has continually 

cared for God’s people 
throughout history. The first 

verse connects these Old 
Testament stories to Jesus’ 
fasting in the wilderness, 

and the last verse ends with 
the hope that God will 

transform our lives, whether 
by outward signs or inward 

presence. 

THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude           Grave – Moderato, from Sonata No. 6 in E Major, Op. 137  
  Gustav Merkel (1827–1887)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church   Psalm 118
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

 Choral Introit                                O nata lux      Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–1585)
O nata lux de lumine,
Jesu redemptor saeculi,
dignare clemens supplicum
laudes precesque sumere.

Qui carne quondam contegi
dignatus es pro perditis,
nos membra confer effici
tui beati corporis.

Hymn for Transfiguration

*Call to Worship  Written by Rev. Elizabeth Dilley 
Leader: God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear?
People: God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble,

and our hope and joy on the days of celebration!
Leader: Day after day, we seek God’s face and the assurance of God’s holy love:
People: O God, do not turn from us or hide Your face from us!

Be our guide and our light instead!
Leader: One thing we ask of God:
People: That we may live in God’s dwelling place all the days of our life,

and never cease to behold the beauty of God’s home.
Leader: Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving,

for God is among and within us!
People: Thanks be to God!

*Processional Hymn 87        The Glory of These Forty Days  Erhalt uns, Herr 

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer of Confession   
 Lord, our bones have no life in them because we fail to believe we have been created in Your 

image, destined for beautiful lives of peace and love. We deny the essential goodness of 
others and denigrate that which You have made sacred. Renew our minds to trust in Your 
promise that we are made new creations by our Lord’s life, death and resurrection. Shape us 
into people of hope to share the good news of God’s love for all. Amen. 

 Kyrie 572 John Merbecke (c. 1510–c. 1585)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

O Light, born of light, 
Jesus, Redeemer of the ages,
mercifully deign to receive
the prayers and praises of your people.

You who once took flesh
for the sake of those who were lost,
grant that we may be made members
of your blessed body.

Prelude and Postlude
Merkel’s Sixth Sonata is 
unique in its use of two 

contrasting Lutheran 
chorales as thematic 

material. The first 
movement is built on “Aus 

tiefer Not schrei ich zu 
dir” (From deep affliction I 

cry out to you). The dense 
polyphony conjures up a 
somber atmosphere and 

evokes the pathos of this 
penitential hymn. In the 

midst of despair, we get a 
quotation of “Wie schön 

leuchtet der Morgenstern” 
(How brightly shines the 

morning star). Like a beacon 
of hope and light, it pierces 

the oppressive enveloping 
darkness. The tussle for 

dominance continues into 
the third movement with 

a stormy introduction 
that hints at the "Aus 

tiefer Not" opening. It is, 
however, soon dispelled and 
superseded by "Wie schön." 
After a vigorous fugue, the 

piece ends with a grand 
apotheosis of the victorious 

"Wie schön" chorale. 



 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 78 v. 4  Martyrdom
But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away;
‘Tis all that I can do.

THE WORD
 Children's Message

*Hymn 306                                       Fairest Lord Jesus  Crusaders’ Hymn 

 Prayer for Illumination and        Ephesians 5:8-14     Willis Garson Ryckman, V   
 Scripture Lesson                 (Pew Bible, page 194 N.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   
                      

 Sermon                                             Rev. Dr. Kimberly A. Jackson
Everything Exposed by the Light Becomes Visible

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 1 Corinthians 12:27 

THE RESPONSE
 *Affirmation of Faith The Iona Community, Iona Abbey Worship Book

We believe that God is present
in the darkness before dawn;
in the waiting and uncertainty
where fear and courage join hands,
conflict and caring link arms
and the sun rises over barbed wire.
We believe in a with-us God
who sits down in our midst 
to share our humanity, a feasting God.
We affirm a faith,
that takes us beyond a safe place
into action, into vulnerability, into the streets.
We commit ourselves to work for change
and put ourselves on the line;
to bear responsibility, to take risks,
live powerfully and face humiliation;
to stand with those on the edge;
to choose life 
and be used by the Spirit
for God’s new community of hope. Amen. 

Hymn 306
This hymn illustrates the 
difficulty of separating 
myth from reality: despite 
its name of “Crusaders’ 
Hymn,” neither the 
words nor the music have 
anything in the slightest 
to do with the Crusades. 
The words were written in 
Germany around 1662, 
and the music is a 19th-
century folk song collected 
from a group of haymakers 
in present-day Poland. 
Franz Liszt used the tune 
as a “Pilgrims’ Song” in 
his oratorio The Legend of 
St. Elizabeth from 1862, 
which only perpetuated its 
mistaken association with 
the Middle Ages.

During the Passing of 
the Peace children are 
welcome to come forward 
and sit on the chancel 
steps for the Children's 
Message. 

There will be no Sunday 
School today. We are glad 
to have the children in the 
sanctuary with us today! 

Simulcast in the Chapel
If at any time you are 
concerned about your 
child feeling restless 
during service, you are 
welcome to join Worship 
from the Chapel, right 
next door. The service will 
be livestreamed to give 
you and your little ones a 
little more flexibility.



*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813-1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem                          Total Praise  Richard Smallwood (b. 1948), 
arr. Patrick Barrett and Doreen Rao

Jeffrey Taveras, tenor
Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills, 
Knowing my help is coming from You. 
Your peace You give me in times of the storm. 

You are the source of my strength, 
You are the strength of my life, 
I lift my hands in total praise to you. Amen.

Richard Smallwood

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 462    Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Ratisbon

 Benediction and Choral Response      Amen  Thomas Tallis
 

 Postlude                Gustav Merkel
Allegro risoluto – Poco moderato, from Sonata No. 6 in E Major, Op. 137

Offertory Anthem
Few songs have assumed 
such an iconic status in 

the hearts of the African-
American worshiping 
community in such a 
short time as Richard 

Smallwood’s “Total 
Praise.” Smallwood was 

born in Atlanta, Georgia, 
and honed his musical 

skills while leading music 
at Whitestone Baptist 

Church, where his father 
was the pastor. “Total 

Praise” was born out of 
the anguish of caring 
for his ailing mother, 

terminally ill godbrother, 
and the emotional issues 

of his foster brother. “I 
felt helpless as I watched 
my loved ones suffering,” 

Smallwood wrote. “I 
wanted to develop it 
musically into a song 
that asked for God’s 
help. However, the 

more I worked on it, the 
more it kept going in 

the direction of a praise 
song.” Originally written 

for chorus, it is now 
frequently sung as a solo 
and has been included in 

leading Protestant and 
Catholic hymnals of the 

21st century.

Offering
The Christian life is 

marked by the offering 
of one’s self to God. In 
worship, God presents 
us with the costly self-

offering of Jesus Christ, 
who has claimed us and 

set us free. During the 
offering, in response to 

God’s love in Christ, 
whether you have given 

online or in the plate, we 
are to reflect on our calling 

to respond generously 
with our gifts, our 

abilities, and our material 
goods for God’s service. 



The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as found in 
the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission to lead, inspire and 
enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city of New York. Our response 
can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by 
Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness 
to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also 
in our outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City 
since 1767. We worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September 
through May at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age 
two to seventh grade. We welcome all to come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We 
invite you to become part of our Church community; we hold new member meetings multiple times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments 
and general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported 
a wide range of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian 
denomination has been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The 
Brick Church have served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. 
John Rogers, the first minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God  
and loving memory of our parents by Jim & Nancy Talcott.

1
next sunday will be a special music service.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 



Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags can 
be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members Committee 
would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They will be wearing 
nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour. Please ask an usher for directions to 
Coffee Hour following service, as we’d love to see you there! 

Bible Study Opportunities
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Genesis Bible Study | Meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:45 
p.m. (immediately following The Brick Church Social) in Rev. Evans’ office (4th floor).  

Email Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org)  
to be added to any of the Bible Study distribution lists above. 

The Brick Church Social (twice per month)
Join us for a wonderful evening of community fellowship! We are hosting 
a social gathering with delicious hors d’oeuvres, wine, and kid-friendly 
food, replacing The Faithful Table, on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 
the month.
 
Come and join us under the enchanting garden lights on April 5, April 19 and May 3 
from 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. RSVP at the QR code here. Everyone is welcome—whether you 
are part of our congregation, school, staff or friends of the church, we would love to see 
you there!
 
The suggested donation is just $10. So stop in for some light bites, a glass of wine and 
excellent company. We cannot wait to see you at The Brick Church Social!

Worship & Arts: Bach in Color (Mar 25)
Harpsichordist Jeffrey Grossman and violinist Daniel Lee, of the renowned early-music 
ensemble The Sebastians, present an interdisciplinary recital with music by Bach and his 
contemporaries against live oil painting by visual artist Kristina Libby. The concert is 
Saturday, March 25 at 2 p.m. in the Chapel. Tickets are $30, and can be purchased at: 
https://www.sebastians.org/event/bach-in-color/

Easter Lilies in the Sanctuary (Apr 3 deadline)
We are collecting donations ($30 suggested), to purchase Easter lilies 
for the Brick Church Sanctuary. If you would like to submit names 
“In Loving Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” to be included in the 
Order of Worship on Easter Sunday and in the Easter Sunday service 
of worship, please visit us at the QR code here. The deadline for 
submissions is Monday, April 3rd.

Announcements for The Brick Church
Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
hospitalizations, or other pastoral 
needs, to Chanel Robertson 
(crobertson@brickchurch.org), or 
at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Lenten Bible Study (Apr 5)
Join the Women’s Association for a Lenten Bible Study on Wednesday, 
April 5 at 10:00 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Living Room. We are excited 
to hear from Rev. Evans as he discusses “The Ways We Experience 
God.” Brunch food provided – bring a friend and join us as we take 
the time to grow together this Lenten season. Please RSVP at the 
QR code here. You may reach out to Shelby Spears (shelb8585@gmail.com) should 
you have any questions. 

Save the Dates | Holy Week 2023
Sunday, April 2 | 11:00 a.m. 

Palm + Passion Sunday Service and Palm Processional

Thursday, April 6 | 7:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae Service

Friday, April 7 | 12:15 p.m. 
Good Friday, John Stainer’s The Crucifixion

Sunday, April 9 | 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Easter Service

Helen Watson Buckner Scholarship (Apr 24 deadline)
The Brick Church Women’s Association funds a scholarship program to assist Church 
members and Church staff, with financial help for educational purposes. The grants are 
“quality of life” scholarships, given to help with the cost of items such as books, fees 
and transportation. All applications will be considered and information is confidential. 
Grants are not automatically renewed. If you have received a scholarship in the past, 
you must reapply by the deadline in order to be considered for the 2023-24 year. The 
deadline for completed applications is April 24th. To request an application from the 
Women’s Association office, and to submit the form (no later than April 24th), please 
email WAScholarship@brickchurch.org or complete the confidential form at https://
www.brickchurch.org/apply-for-the-helen-watson-buckner-scholarship/

Tuesday Night Dinner Party (weekly)
Serve God by serving others at the Tuesday Night Dinner Program every Tuesday from 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Families, individuals, youth, Deacons and anyone else who would 
like to volunteer will cook, serve, and enjoy a delicious meal with residents of the 
Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter. For more information, contact Adam Gorman 
(agorman@brickchurch.org). 

Brick by Brick
The Brick Church School is eager to stay connected with all former students and their 
families! If you (or anyone you know) would like to receive Brick by Brick, the school's 
semi-annual alumni and friends of the school newsletter, please contact Lindsey Guercio  
(lguercio@brickchurch.org) to add your email address to the recipient list. We would 
love to hear from you!  

Brick Church Pickleball (M, T, Sa)
Join the Brick Church Pickleball group in Watson Hall! Email Wendy Hilburn      
(wendyjhilburn@gmail.com) to be added to the distribution list.
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87 The Glory of These Forty Days



306 Fairest Lord Jesus



462 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies


