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welcome to 
The Brick Presbyterian Church 

in the city of new york

L e c t i o n a r y  s c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d a y
 Ezekiel 37:1-14   Romans 8:6-11
 Psalm 130   John 11:1-45



THE GATHERING
 
 Prelude              Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein, BWV 668   Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685–1750)

 Welcome and Invitation to the Life of the Church   Psalm 118
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

 Choral Introit   Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein, Op. 110, No. 3 Johannes Brahms 
(1833–1897)

Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein
und wissen nicht, wo aus und ein, 
und finden weder Hilf noch Rat,
ob wir gleich sorgen früh und spat:

So ist das unser Trost allein,
dass wir zusammen insgemein
dich rufen an, o treuer Gott, 
um Rettung aus der Angst und Not.

Sieh nicht an unser Sünden gross, 
sprich uns davon aus Gnaden los,
steh uns in unserm Elend bei,
mach uns von aller Trübsal frei;

Auf dass von Herzen können wir
nachmals mit Freuden danken dir,
gehorsam sein nach deinem Wort,
dich allzeit preisen hier und dort.

Paul Eber (1511–1569)

*Call to Worship   
Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God,
People: and put a new and right spirit within me.
Leader: Do not cast me away from Your presence,
People: and do not take Your holy spirit from me.
Leader: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
People: and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Leader: Come, let us worship the Lord!

*Processional Hymn 253             I’ll Praise My Maker  Old 113th 

 Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 An asterisk (*) invites all 
to stand; items in bold 

typeface indicate that the 
congregation participates 

in word or song. 

Nursery is available for 
infants through age two. 

Drop off and pick up 
is located in the YAR 

classroom, on the lower 
floor ("Y" on the elevator).

Simulcast in the Chapel
If at any time you are 
concerned about your 

child feeling restless 
during service, you are 

welcome to join Worship 
from the Chapel, right 

next door. The service will 
be livestreamed to give 

you and your little ones a 
little more flexibility.

When we are in deepest distress
and do not know which way to turn,
and find neither help nor counsel,
although we worry night and day:

Then it is our only comfort,
that all together
we call upon you, dear God,
for deliverance from pain and sorrow.

Do not look on our great sins;
speak to us freely in your grace,
be near us in our misery,
and free us from all afflictions.

Since we know this in our hearts,
we give thanks to you with joy,
obedient to your word,
and we will praise you now and forever.



 Prayer of Confession   
 Our God, Whose Son is the light of the world, in His penetrating light we acknowledge 

our dullness; in His constant grace our careless love; in His generous giving our sordid 
grasping; in His equal justice our dire prejudice; in His fortitude our fearful failure; in His 
inclusive love our deep divisions; in His pure sacrifice our sullying sins. But in His cross is 
our forgiveness, and in His resurrection our enduring hope. The pardon and the promise 
we now claim, in penitence and faith, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Kyrie 572 John Merbecke (c. 1510–c. 1585)
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Assurance of Forgiveness

*Passing of the Peace
Leader: As God has poured out the grace of forgiveness, love, and peace through Christ, 

let us share that grace with each other. Peace be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us greet one another in the name of Christ.

*Congregational Response 78 v. 4  Martyrdom
But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away;
‘Tis all that I can do.

THE WORD
 Children's Message

*Hymn 301                                Lord Jesus, Think on Me  Southwell 

 Prayer for Illumination and        Psalm 51:1-13     Bren Hrobsky   
 Scripture Lesson                 (Pew Bible, page 520 O.T.)                                            
   Reader: The Word of the Lord.        

People: Thanks be to God!   
                      

 Musical Response          Schaffe in mir, Gott, Op. 29, No.2  Johannes Brahms
Schaffe in mir, Gott, ein rein Herz,
und gib mir einen neuen gewissen Geist.
Verwirf mich nicht von deinem Angesicht,
und nimm deinen heiligen Geist nicht von mir.
Tröste mich wieder mit deiner Hilfe,
und der freudige Geist erhalte mich.

Psalm 51:10–12

Brahms - Schaffe in 
mir, Gott
This powerful setting of 
verses from Psalm 51 was 
written around 1860. 
It makes extensive use 
of canon – one musical 
line following another in 
exact imitation – which 
has long been a musical 
symbol for following God’s 
commandments. In the 
first section, the canon 
is hidden between the 
sopranos and the lowest 
bass part, moving twice 
as slow, as the deepest 
emotions of one’s heart are 
hidden. A grief-stricken 
fugue follows as the text 
continues, “do not cast 
me away”: a fearful image 
of what life would be like 
without God’s spirit. By 
returning to a canon for 
the words “comfort me 
again,” Brahms tells us 
that we will find comfort 
through trust in divine 
mercy. The final section of 
the piece bursts out into 
a song of joy, giving the 
listener a profound sense of 
catharsis. 

Our Golden Verse:
Now you are the body of 
Christ and individually 
members of it. 
1 Corinthians 12:27 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and give me a new and right spirit.
Do not cast me away from your sight, 
and do not take your holy Spirit from me.
Comfort me again with your saving help,
and sustain in me a joyful spirit.

During the Passing of 
the Peace children are 
welcome to come forward 
and sit on the chancel 
steps for the Children's 
Message. 

There will be no Sunday 
School today. We are glad 
to have the children in the 
sanctuary with us today! 



THE RESPONSE
 *Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 37

During His whole life on earth, but especially at the end, Christ sustained in body and 
soul the wrath of God against the sin of the whole human race. This He did in order 
that, by His suffering as the only atoning sacrifice, He might deliver us, body and soul, 
from eternal condemnation, and gain for us God’s grace, righteousness, and eternal life.

*Gloria Patri 579 Henry W. Greatorex (1813–1858)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

 Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Petition 
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*Congregational Response  America
Not for this land alone,
But be God's mercies shown from shore to shore;
And may the nations see that we must loving be,
And form one family the wide world o'er. Amen.

*Invitation to Offering 

 Offertory Anthem               Geistliches Lied, Op. 30  Johannes Brahms
Laß dich nur nichts nicht dauren mit Trauren,
sei stille, wie Gott es fügt,
so sei vergnügt mein Wille!

Was willst du heute sorgen auf morgen?
Der Eine steht allem für, 
der gibt auch dir das Deine.

Sei nur in allem Handel ohn Wandel, 
steh' feste, was Gott beschleußt, 
das ist und heißt das Beste. Amen.

Paul Flemming (1609–1640)

*Doxology 592 Old Hundredth
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SENDING

*Recessional Hymn 282      Wer nur den lieben Gott
If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee

 Benediction and Choral Response      Amen  Richard Farrant (1525–1580)
 

 Postlude                      Praeludium in G Minor, BuxWV 149             Dietrich Buxtehude  
(1637–1707)

Brick Church's 
Seminarian Director, 

Rev. Dr. J. Thomas 
Kort, is leading the 

Prayers of Thanksgiving, 
Intercession and Petition 
today. See page five for a 

short biography. 

Do not be sorrowful or regretful;
be calm, as God has ordained, 
and thus my will shall be content. 

What do you want to worry about from day to day? 
There is One who stands above all 
who gives you, too, what is yours. 

Only be steadfast in all you do; 
stand firm: what God has decided, 
that is and must be the best. Amen.

Hymn 282 
The author of this hymn, 

Georg Neumark, was 
twenty years old when 
he set out from home 
with the intention of 

enrolling in the University 
of Königsberg. On the 
way there, his group of 

traveling companions 
were plundered by 

highwaymen, leaving him 
with practically nothing 
except his prayer book. 

After months of looking 
for employment, he 

arrived in Kiel, where he 
found a friend in the city’s 

chief pastor, Nicholaus 
Becker. Within a few 

weeks, and with Becker’s 
help, Neumark secured 

a tutor’s position, and 
wrote these words in 

thanksgiving for this long-
sought blessing. 

Brahms - Geistliches Lied
The Geistliches Lied 

grew out of a series of 
counterpoint exercises 
traded back and forth 

between Johannes 
Brahms and the violinist 
Joseph Joachim. Brahms 

structured the piece 
with two pairs of voices 

(soprano/tenor and alto/
bass) imitating each other 

in strict canon at the 
highly unusual interval of 

a ninth, but the writing 
is so smooth that the 

technical magic never 
stands out. Instead, the 

whole piece is radiant and 
full of trust in God’s will. 

Brahms said of the final 
Amen, which grows and 

then dies away over a long 
note in the organ pedals, 

“it will do; that part 
pleases me the most.”



The Brick Presbyterian Church Mission Statement

 The fundamental mission of The Brick Church is to respond to the word of God as found in 
the Old and New Testaments. The Brick Church must continue its historic mission to lead, inspire and 
enable the public worship of God in the Presbyterian tradition in the city of New York. Our response 
can be witnessed in the transformed lives of our members as we celebrate the Good News proclaimed by 
Jesus Christ. We are committed to supporting spiritual development, Christian education and witness 
to our community, which will be evidenced on a daily basis not only among church members but also 
in our outreach to the broader world.

About The Brick Church 

 The Brick Presbyterian Church is a lively, growing congregation that has been serving New York City since 1767. We 
worship every Sunday at 11 a.m. in our Sanctuary. Adult Education classes meet September through May at 9:30 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings. Sunday Church School is offered for children from age two to seventh grade. We welcome all to 
come, visit, worship and see what Brick Church is all about! We invite you to become part of our Church community; 
we hold new member meetings multiple times a year.

 The Brick Church is a member congregation of the Presbytery of New York City. The session appoints elders to serve 
as commissioners to meetings of Presbytery. In addition, elders serve on various committees when elected or appointed. 
The Brick Church also supports the work of the Presbytery financially thorough assessments and apportionments and 
general mission giving. In addition to supporting Presbytery mission, the church has traditionally supported a wide range 
of mission outreach efforts in New York City. Involvement on the national level of the Presbyterian denomination has 
been strong and supportive over the 250-year history of the congregation. Several ministers of The Brick Church have 
served as moderator of the General Assembly, the national body of our church. In fact, the Rev. John Rogers, the first 
minister of the Brick Church, was elected as Moderator of the First General Assembly in 1789.

the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God  
and in memory of K. O. Parker.

1
next sunday's preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans.

The Brick Church cover photo, courtesy of Wade Zimmerman. 

Rev. Dr. J. Thomas Kort

        The Reverend Dr. J. Thomas Kort received his formal theological education at Princeton Seminary and was 
a classmate and friend of Michael Lindvall. Over the course of his 47 years as an ordained Presbyterian pastor, 
Tom served congregations in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, and most recently a long run of 27 years as the 
Senior Pastor of the Sardis Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, NC, which had a membership of 2,300. Under his 
leadership the congregation was known for their commitment to meaningful worship, pastoral ministry, education 

for all ages, and an unwavering devotion to outreach and mission. 



Coffee Hour
You are invited to join us immediately after worship for Coffee Hour. Please wear your
name tag so that we can greet each other by name. If you are a visitor, blank nametags can 
be found in the Fellowship Pad folder in your pew. Visitors, our New Members Committee 
would love to connect with you to share more about Brick Church. They will be wearing 
nametags with a Brick sticker on it at Coffee Hour. Please ask an usher for directions to 
Coffee Hour following service, as we’d love to see you there! 

Bible Study Opportunities
Men's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Women's Bible Study | Meets weekly on Thursday mornings at 9:15 a.m. This is a 
hybrid study, meeting both via Zoom and in the Session Room. 
Genesis Bible Study | Meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:45 
p.m. (immediately following The Brick Church Social) in Rev. Evans’ office (4th floor).  

Email Sophie Carnegie (scarnegie@brickchurch.org)  
to be added to any of the Bible Study distribution lists above. 

The Brick Church Social (twice per month)
Join us for a wonderful evening of community fellowship! We are 
hosting a social gathering with delicious hors d’oeuvres, wine, and 
kid-friendly food, replacing The Faithful Table, on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month.
 
Come and join us under the enchanting garden lights on April 5th, April 19th and May 
3rd from 5:30 p.m to 6:45 p.m.. RSVP at the QR code here. Everyone is welcome—
whether you are part of our congregation, school, staff or friends of the church, we would 
love to see you there!
 
The suggested donation is just $10. So stop in for some light bites, a glass of wine and 
excellent company. We cannot wait to see you at The Brick Church Social!

Brick Church Pickleball (M, T, Sa)
Join the Brick Church Pickleball group in Watson Hall! Email Wendy Hilburn      
(wendyjhilburn@gmail.com) to be added to the distribution list.

Easter Lilies in the Sanctuary (Apr 3 deadline)
We are collecting donations ($30 suggested), to purchase Easter lilies 
for the Brick Church Sanctuary. If you would like to submit names 
“In Loving Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” to be included in the 
Order of Worship on Easter Sunday and in the Easter Sunday service 
of worship, please visit us at the QR code here. The deadline for 
submissions is Monday, April 3rd.

The Late Show with Stephen Colbert (Apr 5)
Come join us for a night of entertainment and laughs at a live taping of the #1 show in late 
night television, The Late Show with Stephen Colbert with celebrity guests at the historic 

Announcements for The Brick Church
Complete details at www.brickchurch.org. Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, 
you are our honored guest! Please 
fill out the Fellowship Pad and 
a Visitor Card found in the 
Fellowship Pad folder in your pew 
so that we may contact you. Please 
also make a name tag using the 
tags in the folder so that we can 
welcome you by name.

Member 
Notifications
Please send any notification or 
updates about births, deaths, 
hospitalizations, or other pastoral 
needs, to Chanel Robertson 
(crobertson@brickchurch.org), or 
at 212-289-4400 ext. 240.

Weekly Mailing List
Learn more about events at The 
Brick Church! Visit us online at 
brickchurch.org/mailinglist to 
subscribe and receive our weekly 
emails.

Giving
The Brick Church programs, 
outreach, and ministries are only 
possible with your contributions. 
Online donations may be made 
at www.brickchurch.org/giving

Membership 
Please contact Meagan Hooper 
(mhooper@brickchurch.org) if 
you would like information about 
becoming a member. 

Worship Online
Go to www.brickchurch.org and 
click the “Watch Live” button in 
the upper right-hand corner of our 
home page to view our Livestream 
feed when you are unable to attend 
service in person. 



Social Media
Keep up with Brick Church news 
and events through our social media 
channels. Like us on Facebook (Brick 
Presbyterian Church), and follow us 
on Twitter (@BrickChurchNYC) and 
Instagram (@brickchurchnyc). When 
you are here at The Brick Church, 
tag us in your events and spread 
the word about our community! 

Prayer Partners
Please email us at any time if you or 
someone you know is in need of prayer 
(prayerpartners@brickchurch.org). A 
member of the Prayer Partners Team 
is available each Sunday at the front 
of the church after the 11 a.m. service 
to pray personally with anyone who 
would like to be strengthened by the 
power of praying together to our ever-
listening, gracious God.  

Keep Fit via Zoom
Keep Fit is still meeting after nearly 50 
years! The exercise classes are designed 
for Brick members and non-members 
to maintain or improve their health in 
a fun, safe way. For more information 
contact Angie at alobenhofer@
brickchurch.org

Children’s Ministry! 
The Children’s Ministry at Brick 
is possible because of a dedicated 
community of volunteers. If you 
are interested in participating or 
supporting our work and mission, 
visit the Brick Church website or reach 
out to Rev. Kim Jackson (kjackson@
brickchurch.org).

Parent's Morning Out 
Moms, dads and grandparents with 
children ages 3 months to 2 years 
old are invited to join other parents, 
grandparents and their children for 
fellowship Tuesday mornings from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 3rd Floor 
Living Room. If you are interested 
in attending, please R.S.V.P. to Katie 
Lynagh (katie.lynagh@gmail.com).

Ed Sullivan Theater. Seats are limited so don't wait. Gentlemen only. Please email 
mensassociation@brickchurch.org to reserve your spot. 

Lenten Bible Study (Apr 5)
Join the Women’s Association for a Lenten Bible Study on Wednesday, 
April 5 at 10:00 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Living Room. We are excited 
to hear from Rev. Evans as he discusses “The Ways We Experience 
God.” Brunch food provided – bring a friend and join us as we take 
the time to grow together this Lenten season. Please RSVP at the 
QR code here. You may reach out to Shelby Spears (shelb8585@
gmail.com) should you have any questions. 

Save the Dates | Holy Week 2023
Sunday, April 2 | 11:00 a.m. 

Palm + Passion Sunday Service and Palm Processional

Thursday, April 6 | 7:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae Service

Friday, April 7 | 12:15 p.m. 
Good Friday, John Stainer’s The Crucifixion

Sunday, April 9 | 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Easter Service

Helen Watson Buckner Scholarship (Apr 24 deadline)
The Brick Church Women’s Association funds a scholarship program to assist Church 
members and Church staff, with financial help for educational purposes. The grants are 
“quality of life” scholarships, given to help with the cost of items such as books, fees 
and transportation. All applications will be considered and information is confidential. 
Grants are not automatically renewed. If you have received a scholarship in the past, 
you must reapply by the deadline in order to be considered for the 2023-24 year. The 
deadline for completed applications is April 24th. To request an application from the 
Women’s Association office, and to submit the form (no later than April 24th), please 
email WAScholarship@brickchurch.org or complete the confidential form at https://
www.brickchurch.org/apply-for-the-helen-watson-buckner-scholarship/

Tuesday Night Dinner Party (weekly)
Serve God by serving others at the Tuesday Night Dinner Program every Tuesday from 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Families, individuals, youth, Deacons and anyone else who would 
like to volunteer will cook, serve, and enjoy a delicious meal with residents of the 
Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter. For more information, contact Adam Gorman 
(agorman@brickchurch.org). 

Brick by Brick
The Brick Church School is eager to stay connected with all former students and their 
families! If you (or anyone you know) would like to receive Brick by Brick, the school's 
semi-annual alumni and friends of the school newsletter, please contact Lindsey Guercio  
(lguercio@brickchurch.org) to add your email address to the recipient list. We would 
love to hear from you!  
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253 I'll Praise My Maker



301 Lord Jesus, Think on Me



282 If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee


